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Attending: Mary Fletcher, Dr. Warren Brown, Anita 
Scheublein, Eric Orford, Ed Slattery, Joe Rubin, Clive 
Newcomb and Bill Buston.
Meeting called to order at 10:05 a.m. by Mary Fletcher.
Secretary’s Report: The May Meeting Notes were 
accepted without revision.
Treasurer’s Report: News letter Happy Landings has a 
circulation of 652. 
About $500 is owed to Lakeland or our share of ex-
penses for Hall of Fame ceremonies. $70. was paid to 
Bob Walker for expenses he incurred for FAHS. Color 
Fast, our printer over the years, has donated FAHS 
headed envelopes and brown parchment stationary.
EAA Chapter 282: Gary Kane of the legendary 
Clearwater Bomber fast pitch softball team had Ed 
Slattery volunteer his Stits Playboy aircraft to be on a 
float representing the team at Clearwater’s Centennial 
Parade held May 30th. The parade lasted about one 
hour and fifty minutes and was a big success with a 
large turnout. Note: On June 8th 83 year old Ray Stits 
the aircraft designer and home-built pioneer died. He 
promoted the idea of EAA local Chapters and helped 
found EAA Chapter 1 in Riverside, CA. His poly-fiber 
covering was favored world wide when it came out. 
The Playboy was the most popular home-built at the 
time.
AWAPS-Albert Whitted: It was proposed to Bill Buston 
that our next monthly meeting be combined into a 
work day at the St. Petersburg Museum of History to 
do needed clearing on the Benoist being displayed 
from the ceiling. Bill expressed the need for a plastic 
cover to protect the smaller model that is on display at 
the Museum. It seems this Benoist was damaged by 
someone touching it while visiting the Museum. Mem-
bers had ideas on venders that would be competent to 
do a good job to repair it. 
AWAPS and ST. PeteAir will co-sponsor the traditional 
4th of July covered dish picnic with music entertain-
ment and games for the kids. Bring a lawn chair to 
watch the fire works later. 
EAA has scheduled Young Eagle flights for June 13th 
worldwide.
Florida Aviation News: Mary Fletcher brought samples 
of the new free multipage pamphlet she suggests 
FAHS could distribute to bring recognition to our club 
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and possibly new members. The income from advertisements would pay for 
cost to print. Three different colored tabs before featured aviation stories would 
direct the reader to the historic period they were interested in whether it be 
early aviation, recent aviation or plans for the future in aviation. FAHS would 
be the publisher.
Hall of Fame: A letter will be drafted to Robb Williams to suggest a meeting be 
held a couple of months prior to the induction ceremonies to formulate plans. 
Members were chosen for a committee to plan details for the next event to 
assist Lakeland.
   Benoist Flight Simulator: There were preliminary questions discussed 
concerning the simulator building, financing, location to display and contacting 
National Aviation Academy to see if they would like to share in the project that 
could be beneficial to both our organizations.
Lexington County Airport: Joe Rubin brought in airport blueprints and terminal 
drawings for the newly renovated facility (6J0) in the small town of Pelion, 
South Carolina about 14 miles southwest of Columbia. (population less than 
700) In the early 50’s most in the city named for the mountain in Greece 
thought Mayor Joe’s idea of building an airport in a city with no money was 
a pipe-dream. Joe found land that would be suitable and an owner willing to 
donate the land. He petitioned the county and the State Aviation people and 
got funding to begin. Who wooda thought. Joe wooda. In the infancy of aviation 
Eddie Rickenbacker probably had trouble convincing the skeptics in Chicago 
and other big cities that they should plan for close airports that would be bene-
ficial to their economy in the future.
Meeting adjourned 12:00 a.m.
The next FAHS meeting will be held at the St. Petersburg Museum of History 
at 10:00 a.m. July 11, 2015.

At the May Meeting, members got to see the latest painting by our own Dr. Warren 
Brown. Member Ed Slattery holds up King Kong. Hall of Fame inductee Merian 
Cooper created this successful classic film KING KONG.
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FROM BILL BARNES:
I have good news !  The display Benoist 
Model is finished and is currently fully assem-
bled in the shop.  It looks great.  Also Bob 
found the REPRODUCTION GOGGLES that 
he made from the photograph I took of the 
original ones in the museum.  We scaled the 
photo with a copy machine and Bob made the 
goggles for Tony - They look great.
FAHS now has a complete Benoist model to 
display.

Thanks to Bob Walker 
and the FAHS Team for 
getting the Display 
Benoist model repaired.
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