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“KEEP THE BLUE SIDE UP” 

Florida, where Naval Aviation, Commercial  

Aviation & Space Travel Began. 
 

               “It‟s not who is right; it is what is right. 

   Web Site: floridaahs.org 

   

“HAPPY LANDINGS” 

Newsletter of the Florida Aviation (AeroSpace)  Historical Society 

WRITE TO US! 
 

We welcome your comments.  
Mail to FAHS,  P.O. Box 127, 

Indian Rocks Beach, FL. 
33785. 

 Email to  

Warren.brown1924@gmail.com 
Letters may be edited for  

brevity & clarity. 

Ed. Internet Addr: warren.brown1924@gmail.com 

THE AIRCRAFT CARRIER MADE OF ICE 
AN AIRCRAFT CARRIER MADE OF ICE THAT 
WOULDN‟T SINK & DAMAGE COULD BE RE-

PAIRED BY JUST FREEZING NEW CHUNKS OF ICE. 

     Desperate times call for desperate measures, and no time in his-

tory was as desperate as the time when the world‟s most powerful 

nations were determined in destroying each other.  It was time of 

the Second World War, and the allies were running out of essential 

resources needed to construct military and naval equipment.  One 
of them was steel.  

     In the North Atlantic, the British fleets were taking a pounding 

against the German U-boats.  Allied supply ships on their way 

across the ocean were being intercepted and sunk by German U-

boat at an alarming rate.  Planes could protect the ships, but they 

cannot be deployed in the middle of the ocean without aircraft car-

riers, and those things are massive and required enormous quanti-

ties of steel to manufacture, which was in short supply.  What was 

needed was a way for aircraft to land and refuel without overtaxing 

already strained resources.  
     A British scientist named Geoffrey Pyke, who worked at the Combined 
Operations H.Q. as adviser to the Chief, Lord Mountbatten, came up with a 
fantastic idea:  make a aircraft carrier out of ice.  Ice is hard, they don‟t sink, 
and any damage could be easily repaired on the spot by just freezing new 
chunks of ice into place.  
     Pyke, who had a penchant for outrageous ideas, suggested that a large 

piece of arctic iceberg be cut off and towed into the ocean.  With its surface 
leveled, the ice would serve as a landing platform, and if they could hollow 
out the center, it would provide an ideal place to shelter aircraft. 
     Somehow, Pyke managed to sell the idea to Lord Mountbatten, who was 
able to convince Winston Churchill that the war could be won with ice.  
Churchill gave the go-ahead and the project was code-named “Project Hab-
akkuk.” 
     The aircraft carrier that Pyke envisioned was to be 2,000‟ long, 300‟ 

wide, and weigh mores than 2 million tons.  It‟s torpedo-proof hull would be 
40‟ thick.  It was to be equipped with 40 dual-barreled turrets and numerous 
light antiaircraft guns.  The airstrip cold accommodated up to 150 twin-
engine bombers or fighter planes.  There was one major problem: ice melts, 
BUT, Geoffrey Pyke had a solution for that too.  A massive cooling system 
consisting of a complex network of pipes would pump chilled refrigerant 
throughout the ship to keep the ice from melting.   
     Soon a 60‟‟ long, 1,000-ton prototype was built on Patricia Lake in the 
Canadian Rockies.  A refrigeration system kept the ship sufficiently cool to 

last all through the summer months. 
     During tests, some new problems arose.  Although ice is hard, it is brittle.  
Besides ice deforms under pressure, and a ship as large as Habakkuk would 
sag under its own weight.  By a happy chance, two researchers at the Poly-
technic Institute of Brooklyn, N.Y., made a breakthrough.  They discovered 
that if wood pulp or sawdust was mixed with water and frozen, the resulting 
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“Shoot me down &  I‟ll 

Give you 20 bucks!” 
 

 

BOCKSCAR 

LATE BREAKING NEWS- 
 

     Albert Whitted Airport, Sept, 2, 2007    The FAHS 

Board of Directors voted unanimously today to utilize a 
company called Wild Apricot management system for our 

database and website. This will  help us maintain better 

contact with our members.. 

      FAHS‟s new dues mailing address is 451 8th 

Ave., NE, St. Petersburg, FL. 33701 and FAHS‟s 
newsletter content and information address re-

mains at  P.O. Box 127, Indian Rocks Beach, FL. 

33785      
        This service is adding to expenses and in order to 

maintain the status quo we are asking the membership to 

pay attention to the expiration date on their Happy  
Landings address label.  We are currently financially  

stable but we are also spending more money than we are 

taking in due to delinquencies in renewing.   

     Our history is your history, let‟s keep it alive in re-

membering our heroes of yesterday.  We will one day 

be them. 

     An artist‟s conception of Project Habakkuk (nicknamed “The 

Bergship”).  It was to be 3000‟ long (more than twice the size of a 
football field), 300‟ wide and weigh more than 2 million tons.  It‟s 
torpedo-proof hull would be 50‟ thick. 

     The small prototype built on Lake Patricia, Alberta, Canada, in 
May 1943, was only 60‟ long and 30‟ wide.  The work was done by 8 
conscientious objectors over 14 days who were never told what they 

were building.  Today, it‟s remains are resting on the bottom of the 
Lake. 



 

 

  

Your membership renewal date 
Appears on your Mailing Label.. 

 

FLORIDA AVIATION HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
“It is not who is right, it is what is right.” 

There are no paid employees in the FAHS.  All services 

Rendered are performed by volunteers. 

                    BECOME A VOLUNTEER    

Published every odd-numbered months. 

 
“When the followers lead, the leaders will follow.” 

The FAHS listens to its members 
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material was 14 X stronger than regular ice, and tougher than concrete. 
     Experiments showed that this new material was highly resistant to com-
pression, chipping, and even bullets.  It could be machined like wood and 
cast into shapes like metal, and when immersed in water, it formed an insu-

lating shell of wet wood pulp on its surface that protected its interior from 
further melting.  This wonder material was named pykrete, in honor of 
Pyke. 

     The story goes tht Churchill was bathing one day at his home in 

late 1942, when an excited Lord Mountbatten barged into his bath-

room and dropped a chunk of pykrete into the tub.  For the next sev-
eral minutes, the two watched in amazement as the ice refused to 

melt in the warm water. 

     Another anecdote involving Lord Mountbatten‟s enthusiastic 

demonstration that has been reiterated by a number of witnesses, 

occurred during the Quebec Conference in 1943.  To the conference, 

Lord Mountbatten brought two blocks, one made of ice and the oth-

er of pykrete, and placed them both on the ground.  Then without 

warning, he pulled out his pistol and shot at the block of ice, shatter-

ing it to pieces.  He then turned his gun to the pycrete and fired.  

This time the bullet ricocheted off the block and buzzed around the 

legs of the observers like an angry bee.  The bullet grazed the trou-

ser leg of Admiral Ernest King, and ended up in the wall.  Outside 
the  soldier on guard thought Churchill had been shot and rushed in 

only to find a group of startled diplomats. 
     The miraculous material was exactly what Geoffrey Pyke needed for the 

success of Project Habakkuk.  Designs and plans for construction of the 
aircraft carrier were rushed.  Lake Habakkuk ship, it was determined, would 
require 300,000 tons of wood pulp, 25,000 tons of fiberboard insulation, 
15,000 tons of timber and 10,000 tons of steel.  The original cost was 
pegged at 700,000 pounds. 

     But as the design progressed, it became obvious that more steel 

reinforcement would be required as well as more effective insula-

tion, and the cost estimate soared to 2.5 million pounds.  Steering 

also raised some problems.  A ship so massive would have limited 

maneuverability and top speed of just 6 knots. 
     But the biggest problem was raw material itself.  Like steel, wood itself 
was in short supply, and building even one Habakkuk would have seriously 
affected paper production.  Add to that the complexity of building, insulat-
ing and refrigerating such a large structure would have required time and 
manpower that none of the Allies could afford. 

     Eventually, Project Habakkuk was scrapped and more practical 

steps were taken, such as setting up airfields in the Azores, which 

facilitate the hunting of U-boats in the Atlantic, adding larger fuel 

tanks to British aircraft to extend patrol time over the Atlantic and 

increasing the number of escort carriers. 

     Today, the only tangible remains of Project Habakkuk, lies at the 

bottom of Patricia Lake in Alberta, Canada, where the prototype was 

tested.  A diving expedition to the site in 1985, found the wooden 
walls of the hull, and incredible jumble of cold air ductwork along 

with a great quantity of the bitumen used as part of the insulation, 

and an underwater plaque commemorating the project.  
     

Curiosity—Interest—Insight—Action ! 

   

Refrigeration System of the “Bergship” Ice Carrier 

CIVILIAN PILOT TRAINING PROGRAM (CPTP) 
 

     In the late 1930‟s prior to the U.S. involvement in WWII, 

President Roosevelt recognized that 

compared to some European coun-
tries, the U.S. had a lack of trained 

airplane pilots and instructors.  In an 

effort to provide the country with an 

adequate pool of potential military 

pilots for the increasing threat loom-

ing in Europe, Roosevelt unveiled 

what became the Civilian Pilot Train-

ing Program (CPTP) on Dec. 27, 

1938. 
     The plan provided funding to participant colleges and flight schools 
for a 76 hour ground school course, followed by 35-50 hours of flight 
training to 20,000 students a year.    The real value of the program was 
realized and ramped up after the Nazi invasion of Poland in 1939.  

    Requirements of any CPTP participating flight schools was to 

own at least one aircraft for every ten students enrolled.   Seeing 

that the country had as much of an aircraft shortage as there was 

a pilot shortage, the Waco Aircraft Company devoted more than 

80% of its production to the UPF-7, a tandem seat biplane trainer for 

the CPTP efforts.   
     By September of 1940, Waco was completing 3 planes a day,   Once 
the U.S. joined the war following Pearl Harbor, the CPTP became the 
War Training Service (WTS).    Participating students still attended 
college courses and took private flight training, but were required to 

sign agreements to enter military service after graduation.    
     By the time CPTP/WTS was phased out in the summer of 1944, 
more than 435,000 people had been taught to fly.  Notable pilots trained 
included John Glenn, Richard Bong & George McGovern.  



LET‟S REMEMBER PEARL HARBOR 
****************** 

     The Imperial Warplanes Attack...At 6 am that Sunday morning, 

the first wave of Japanese warplanes—including 40 Kate torpe-

do bombers, 49 high-altitude bombers, 51 Val dive bombers 

and 43 Zero fighters—launched from six aircraft carriers 230 

miles north of Oahu.  Their mission was to destroy the battle-

ships of the American Pacific Fleet while eliminating air forces 

at Hickam Field, Wheeler Field, Ford Island and Kaneohe Na-

val Air Stations, and Ewa Marine Air Station.  
     At 7:55 am, the Imperial Japanese Navy reached Oahu and un-
leashed the first air attack on the unsuspecting US forces below.  
Bombers struck the hangars at Hickam and Ewa, while their Zero fight-
ers strafed the runways and destroyed row after row of American air-

craft. 
     The second wave reached Oahu at 8:54 am, included another 167 
warplanes.  This time, the Val dive bombers targeted vessels, while the 
high-altitude Kate bombers targeted the airfields.   
     The surprise attack was swift and devastating.  But it did not go 
unanswered by American airmen.  Amid the flying bullets and burning 
planes, eight American fighter pilots managed to get airborne that 

day, in a few remaining intact planes, to mount a defense agent their 

attackers. 
     Among these heroic airmen were Lt. Kenneth M. Taylor and Lt. 

George S. Welch of the 47th Pursuit Sqd.  Around 8 am they were 
jolted by the sound of explosions from Battleship Row and the nearby 
airfields.  The two men sprang into action and drove to Haleiwa airfield 
ten miles away...where their P-40 fighters were parked.   
     Taking to the sky with their .30-caliber guns, each pilot downed a 
Val bomber in their first pass, with Welch hitting a second Val, despite 

his own plane being hit.  Out of fuel and ammunition, Welch and Tay-
lor vectored toward the flaming Wheeler Field.  Two mechanics on the 
ground bravely dashed into a burning hangar to retrieve ammo for their 
comrades, and sent Welch and Taylor into the air once more.  
     Taylor destroyed another bomber before he was hit in the arm by 
enemy fire and forced to land.  With only one gun firing, Welch went 
on to destroy two more enemy aircraft before being forced to land his 
badly damaged plane.  Both Taylor and Welch survived the dogfight, 
and these airmen are credited with foiling a Japanese attempt to destroy 

Haleiwa airfield.  Each received the Army‟s Distinguished Service 
Cross for their “extraordinary heroism” on that fateful day, and both 
pilots continued to serve in WW II.  
     Meanwhile, another fighter pilot, 2nd Lt. Philip M. Rasmussen of 
the 46th Pursuit Sqd., took to the skies that Sunday morning, still wear-
ing his purple pajamas.  While most of the planes were burning at 
Wheeler Field, Rasmussen and three other fighter pilots saw a few 
obsolete P-36s that were still intact.  The American airmen went up, 

and at 9,000 feet identified a formation of Japanese Val bombes and 
dived to attack them.   
     Their P-36s were slower than any of the enemy warplanes.  But Lt. 

Lewis M. Sanders managed to get behind one of the enemy and 
downed it.  Lt. Gordon H. Sterling, Jr., shot another Val bomber out 
of the sky, but tragically drowned when his plane was shot down over 
water.  
     Rasmussen went on to take out two more Jap aircraft, after evading 

two Zeros that were tailing him.  But before he could shoot down an-
other, Japanese gunfire blew his canopy off, severed his hydraulic lines 
and shot off his tail wheel.  Rasmussen was forced into a dangerous 
landing, with no brakes, no rudder, and no tail wheel, but he survived.  
He was awarded a Silver Star and continued his career in the Air Force 
until his retirement in 1965.   
     Combined, the eight US fighter pilots downed 10 of the 29 Japanese 
aircraft that were destroyed that day.  But the losses on the US side 

were much, much greater. 
     Both the Army and Navy had lined their planes up “wingtip-to-
wingtip” in visible rows to guard against sabotage, a decision that un-
fortunately made them an easy target in the air attack.  Among these 
planes were 62 P-40 B Warhawks that were destroyed at Wheeler Field 
by the Japanese on the ground. 
     By the time the attack was over, 188 US aircraft had been destroyed 
and 159 damaged.  Among those lost were 26 seaplanes at Ford Island, 

  3 “ONE A DAY IN TAMPA BAY IS NOT  

CORRECT.” 

        

Read a well researched book on the B-16 Marauder bomber and somewhere 
along the line “One A Day in Tampa Bay” will either be heard or read.  The 75 
year-old misconception has now become legend and entered into aviation folk-
lore. 
     Training losses on the B-26 were high, but one a day in Tampa Bay could 
never have been correct, otherwise how would the Marauder ever have entered 
combat? 
     The first recorded crash in Tampa Bay was on Aug. 5, 1942, when 2nd Lt. 

Young and crew drew the dubious distinction of being the first to do so.  Al-
most a month later on 2 Sept. 1942, 2nd Lt. B. Rittenhouse and crew crashed 
into the bay and burned before sinking.  On the 29th Lt. John H. Howell 
crashed into the bay.  Then followed in succession, 2nd Lt. Robert G. Newbern 
on 19th October when he ran off the end of the runway at Peter O. Knight 
airport and Lt. Thomas Wilson & crew on the 20th of October.  It was to be 3 
December before Lt. Parker J. Matthews crashed into Venice Bay.  
     A new year had dawned before Lt. John E. Criswell crashed into the bay on 

Jan. 1st.  The 23rd of February saw 2nd Lt. John A. Gentry crash; 13th March, 
Lt. Alan Cheil spun into the bay; 25th May saw 2nd Lt. Ralph E. Fonch crash 
land 4 miles NE of St. Petersburg and it was not until 3rd June that Darrell R. 
Linsey crashed into the bay west of Gandy Bridge.  This also proved that you 
could survive a dip in the bay since Darrel R. Linsey went on to earn the sole 
B-26 Medal of Honor.  
     George Stalnaker decided to take a dip when loss of power in one engine, 
after take-off form MacDill, made him decide to crash-land 200 yards off 
shore on 25th July 1943.  On 8th Oct. Lt. Arlie G. Watkinson joined the band 

when he crashed just after take-off.  Two survived what was to be the last rec-
orded crash into the bay. 
     So there you have the myth exploded.  Many other B-26‟s crashed in train-
ing and the Florida countryside was littered with wrecks, but they didn‟t go 
into the bay.  All the other B-26 training bases were also surrounded with plen-
tiful evidence of Marauders failing to return and yet the bird was a tough cook-
ie.  More A-20 and P-38 jocks crashed more of their ships than Marauder men 
did. 

     Statistically only 50% of all B-26s built ever reached the combat zone.  In 
spite of it‟s reputation it had the best combat survival record of all USAAF 
bombers. 

Information for above came from Trevor J. Allen‟s article “One a Day In Tampa Bay” The Myth, 

which appeared in the Sept. 1996 edition of the Marauder Thunder.  
 

HOLLYWOOD‟S ONLY “ACE” 
      
     Actor Wayne Morris  who appeared in Kid Gallahad, Task Force & Paths 

of Glory spent WW II at the controls of F6F Hellcats, flying 57 sorties from 
the USS Essex.  He had 7 confirmed kills and helped sink 4 Japanese ships.  
When he returned from the Pacific he wore three Distinguished Flying Crosses 
and two Air Medals.  Other notable flyer-actors were Jimmy Stewart, 

USAAF; Tyrone Power, USMC, pilots: Clark Gable USAAF air crew. 

************************************************************ 
RUSSIAN CLOCKS AN HOUR OFF FOR 61 YEARS...Red faced Soviet 
officials stated in 1991, that in 1930, it was decided to introduce summer time 
and move the hands of clocks one hour ahead.  But they didn‟t announce  

winter time in the fall of 1930.  Then in 1991, 61 years later, they decided to 

which were known as the Pacific Fleet‟s “eyes and ears.”  Japanese forces also 
managed to destroy 21 of the US‟s 85 ships stationed in the harbor.  
     The loss of US military vessels and aircraft was devastating.  But there was 
a far more terrible tragedy.  2,402 military personnel were killed and 1,282 

wounded.  Of these 500 were American airmen.   
     Seventy six years later, we still honor the bravery of all those Americans 
who served at Pearl Harbor and in the battles that followed. 



     AMELIA EARHART, The Truth at Last, 2nd Edition, by FAHS‟ Mike Camp-

bell.  The long held secrets exposed.  A must read.  370 pages filled with top-secret 

information.  Contact www.sunburypress.com, or amagon.com, price, $19.95. 

      AVON PARK Air Force veterans...Kathy Couturier is writing a book on the 

history of the Avon Park AF Range in Florida, and she would like to interview you.  

Her phone:  863 452 4288, email: kathy.couturier.ctr@us.af.mil    

Several original, limited prints by famed artists (Taylor, Trudigan, etc.) Me109, The 

Battle of Britain, framed, signed, $300, negotiable.  Paul Leaser, 1829 Foxboro Ct., 

Oldsmar, FL. 34670, phone: 727 781 6569.  

         “Letters From the Cockpit,” by FAHS‟ Neil Cosentino. 110 pages of sheer 

delight (?) from Vietnam to the Bahamas, interesting tidbits of a man who‟s experi-

enced the life you wished you had spent.  Contact Neil for details, 813 784 4669.      

   “ON GOD‟S WINGS,” A daughter‟s inspirational story of her Dad and his miracle, 

by Teri Louden, $24.95, call 619 894 8374.   

          Bill Dyer Jr., would like to purchase Book 3 of “CLOUD COUNTRY by Jim-

mie Mattern.  It was written about 1936. Bill Dyer, Jr.,  1607 Cambridge Dr., Kinston, 

NC 28504. 

 FROM CROP DUSTER TO AIRLINE CAPTAIN, The biography of FAHS‟ and 

the Florida Aviation Hall of Fame‟s Capt. LeRoy Brown assisted by FAHS member 

Dr. Leo F. Murphy.  Hard cover, 218 pages, ISBN 10-1-60452-076-0, price $34.  

Order on line at www.bluewaterpress.com/captain.com or autographed by Capt. 

Brown at P.O. Box 144, Zellwood FL., 32798.        

             LAND OF THE MORNING CALM...A story of a war that could have been 

but wasn‟t.  All about a cable set in motion by the firing of Douglas MacArthur that 

attempts to reignite a conflict in Korea 20 years later.  The plot is foiled by an unlikely 

love affair.  $13.95, email varnerjr@verizon.net               

     NEW BOOK “The Making of St. Petersburg, Florida,” by Will Michaels.  

Includes Chapters on the First Airline, Babe Ruth in St. Pete, The Pier, and many 

more.  For a signed copy contact wmichaels2@tampabay.rr.com $25 (includes post)). 

       THE TRUE STORY OF CATCH 22, by Patricia Meder, daughter of the final 

commander of the 340th Bomb Group, fictional setting of Joseph Heller‟s book, Catch 

22.  Any resemblance to persons living or dead in Meder‟s book is in fact actual.  . 240 

pages, available from Amazon.  

 “375 YEARS OF THE AMERICAN CITIZEN SOLDIER“....published by FAHS‟ 

Britt Borchiardy.  The story of America‟s militia, the “National Guard.“  178 pages.  

Contact  Smyrna Media Group, P.O. Box 1061, Clearwater, FL. 33757,  This is a must 

for history buffs— book available FREE  on the internet by downloading: http://

www.SmyrnaMediaGroup.com/#links   

     FORT WAYNE AVIATION,  Baer Field & Beyond,” by FAHS‟ Roger Myers, 

130 photos.  Price $24 includes P & H.  Phone: 260 747 4775; E-mail ROGER-

FORTWAYNE@2AOL.COM.  Roger is a former WW II bombardier.           

                 “BEFORE THEY WERE THE BLACK SHEEP”  By Carl Dunbar, 

Univ. Press of Florida, ISBN 978-0-8130-3725-7, 305 pgs., hardback, $32., “”A must 

read for young Navy officers as they enter aviation training.”        

      “TONY, AN EXTRAORDINARY LIFE,”  By FAHS member Patrick Lemmon.  

The story of Tony Jannus as it should have happened.  The book uses historical data 

and puts them into a story-book form.  Should be able to pick up at Amazon.com: 

ISBN 978 0 9814956 0 6, or by writing “Fiction Publishing, 5626 Travelers  Way, Ft. 

Pierce, FL. 34982 or email: fiction ub@bellsouth.net.    

      “COME UP AND GET ME,”  FAHS‟ own Col. Joe Kittinger‟s new book, avail-

able from Amazon.com for about $25.  For details:  hisfits@earthlink.net.  

         ANGEL ON MY WING by FAHS‟s  Lt.Col. Richard B. Lewis—memoirs of 

missions during 8th AF, 493rd BG,. 862nd BS during WWII  (35 missions).  Newly re

-published—6 x 9, 122 pages, color, personally signed, $14.95 + shipping.    Email: 

aomwing@aol.com, www.angelonmywing.com, check to 9211 Spyglass Court, Jack-

sonville, FL. 32256, Also Ebay.  

     JACKIE COCHRAN, soft cover now available, $24.95 by Doris Rich.  288 pag-

es, ISBN 978-0-8130-3506-2.  Jackie is a member of the Florida. Aviation Hall of 

Fame.  Orders 800 226 3822 or www.UPF.com 

      “Hagler Field, A History of Pensacola‟s Airport,”  A new book by FAHS‟ Leo F. 

Murphy.  Full color soft book chronicles the history of military & civilian landplane 

operations in Pensacola..  Available at $29.95 (no shipping charge to FAHS members) 

or by writing Leo at  P. O. Box 7176, Daytona Beach, FL. 32116; email: leomur-

phy18@gmail.com or phone 850 341 6400.. 

     HEDGEHOPPING AVIATION, A Book For Pilots By a Pilot...by FAHS‟ 

Clyde E. Roach, ISBN: 978-1-4389-6137-8, also “Confessions of an Airline Pilot” 

37 years with Eastern Airlines….contact:  ceroach1921@gmail.com      

     SMILIN‟ JACK BOOKS  by creator Zack Mosley “Brave Coward Jack” “Hot 

Rock Glide,” “& “De-Icers Galore.”  $40 each.. Website: smilinjackart.com   To order 

contact Jill Mosley, P.O. box 140294, Gainesville, FL. 32614.  Email: smil-

injill@gmail.com        

         “THE GOLDEN AGE OF FLYING”, Frontier Air Lines 1946-1986, by Capt. 

Tex Searle.  E-mail: texsearle@msn.com, available at Barnes & Noble and Amazon. 

and former PAA Captain David McLay, P.O. Box 7170 Safety Harbor, FL., 34695.. 

      

EXTRAORDINARY PLANES, EXTRAORDINARY PIOTS...softbound, 

128 pages depicting unique flight test aircraft and flight test techniques.  De-

scriptions & photos of the aircraft and tests and some of the test pilots. Fundraiser 

for the charitable arm of the Society of Experimental Test Pilots.  Order by 

phone: 301 769-4881, email skyrydrs2@earthlink.net.  Price not given. 

„BORN TO FLY”... by Capt. Pete Vandersluis.  Soft cover 314 pgs. With over 

50 photos.  Book covers pilot from a high school drop-out to 757 Eastern Captain 

who worked 6  airlines and was  involved in 4 hijackings. Includes experience as 

an air show pilot and tells about the misleading actions of the unions representing 

employees.  Send $25 to Captain Pete Vandersluis, 1791 Earhart Court, Daytona 

Beach, FL 32128, email:  www.authorstobelievein.com 

          MILITARY MEMORIES 1949-1969, by FAHS‟ Bob Widner.  Photo 

story of duty at Lackland, Scott, Stoneman, Clark, Johnson, Wallace Air Station, 

Craig and MacDill AFB.  $11.95, soft cover.  Contact: bwid-

ner1@tampabay.rr.com 

         FIRST FLIGHT SOCIETY in Kitty Hawk, NC is looking for new mem-

bers.  You will receive 4 newsletters covering society events plus other interest-

ing articles.  Send check  $35 to FFS, PO Box 1903, Kitty Hawk, NC 27949.      

     “SEA DART,” by FAHS member B.J. Long, the story of the experimental 

supersonic seaplane interceptor.  73 pages soft cover.  ISBN 0-942612-23-X.  

Details:  Steve Ginter, 1754 Warfield Cir., Simi Valley, CA 93063.       

                „MY LIFE IN THE SKY,” by FAHS‟ Capt. Ed. Mitchell.  His story 

of flying in the first B-29 raid over Japan since the Doolittle raid, through his 

experiences flying for Seaboard World Airlines.  To order, send check for $18.00 

(postage included) to Ed Mitchell, 742 Arbordale Court, Englewood, FL., 34223. 

                         “FLORIDA‟S AVIATION HISTORY,” 2nd edition.  350 pag-

es, includes databank chronology, by FAHS News Editor, Warren Brown.  $15, 

to P.O. Box 127, Indian Rocks, FL., 33785. 

            “IT‟S BEST TO BE LUCKY,” the combat experiences of FAHS mem-

ber Curtis C. Truver in Korea flying F-80s and F-86s and in Vietnam flying the 

F4Cs.  Send $10.50 to the author at 4152 Prima Vista Circle, Jacksonville, Fl., 

32217. 

      “GEORGE PREDDY, TOP MUSTANG ACE,”  is sold out in both hard & 

soft cover editions.  However, it has been placed on Kindle and Nook.  Also 

placed there is the first book on Preddy: Wings God Gave My Soul.  They are 

priced at $4.99 each.  The DVD Preddy The Mustang Ace is still available at 

$19.95.  Call Joe Noah, 434 374 2781 or write Joe at noahjoew@gmail.com.  

          FORD In The Service of America, ISBN 978-0-7864-4485-4, soft cover, 

70 photos.  $40, including postage & taxes.  Relates the entire story of Ford‟s 

contribution to winning both WW I and WW II.   Tim O‟Callaghan, P.O. Box 

512, Northville, MI 48167.  Web page: www.fordatwar.com 

     THE BLIMP GOES TO WAR,” 90 minute VHS video documentary pro-

duced by FAHS member, Richard G. Van Treuren.  $35, to Atlantis Productions, 

P.O. Box 700, Edgewater, FL. 32132. 

           “AMERICAN AIRSHIP BASES AND FACILITIES,” a  book by 

James R. Shock. Write: Atlantis Productions, P.O. Box 700, Edgewater, FL. 

32132,  $35. 

          PAN AMERICAN WORLD AIRWAYS relics, insignias, timetables, 

posters, flight manuals, postcards, labels, photos.  Trades available.  Contact 

FAHS member and former PAA Captain David McLay, P.O. Box 170 Safety 

Harbor, FL., 34695.. 

     HISTORIC FLIGHTS...quality photos of Space Shuttle launches and land-

ings and close-up static pad photos by FAHS‟ “Man at the Cape,” John Salisbury.  

Write John at 461 Vihlen Rd., Sanford, FL., 32771 or phone 407 322 1085. 

     “      THE B-26 MARAUDER HISTORICAL SOCIETY, To insure This 

Aircraft’s Rightful Recognition .  $45/Yr. or $80/2Yrs...Send to MHS HDQTRS 

3900 E. Timrod St., Tucson, AZ 85711-4170.  E-Mail Admin@b-26MHS.org     

            VALIENT AIR COMMAND.  Preserving history for the future .  Mem-

bership available, donations welcome.  Warbird Museum open, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

daily.  Contact Lloyd Morris,  407 268 1941 or write 6600 Tico Rd., Titusville, 

FL., 32780. 

     THE FLORIDA AIR MUSEUM AT SUN‟N FUN is looking for members 

and volunteers to help maintain Florida‟s official “Air Museum.”  To become a 

member, send $35 to P.O. Box 7670, Lakeland, FL. 33807-7670; phone 863 648 

9264.  The Museum is located on Lakeland‟s Airport.  This is the cousin-

organization of the FAHS, since we both have a joint-relationship with the Flori-

da Aviation Hall of Fame and Florida aviation archives, both located in the Muse-

um.  

          “AVIATION IN FLORIDA,”  by FAHS member Keven M. McCarthy.  

174 pages, hardback, $18.95 plus postage.  ISBN 1-56164-281-9.  Write Pineap-

ple Press, P.O. Box 3889, Sarasota, FL., 34230. 

     “FLYING MACHINES OVER PENSACOLA,” by FAHS‟ retired USN 

CDR, Dr.   Details the early history of Naval Aviation in Pensacola to 1929.   

ISBN 0-9743487-0-8.  Price $19.95 + free shipping..  Priority mail, $4.  Write, 

P.O. Box 7176, Daytona Beach, FL. 32116; Phone: 850 341 6400; email: leomur-

phy18@gmail.com  

     Like WW I  flying?  Try FAHS Editor‟s ChildYank Over the Rainbow, 1918, 

the true story of American pilot Col. Joe Boudwin, 5 victories, flying over the US 

42nd Rainbow Division in 1918.  Price: $15, postage included, P.O. Box 127, 

Indian Rocks Beach, FL., 33785.             

CLASSIFIED 
************************************* 

The FAHS encourages you t use this column to advertise. 
There is no charge to Society members 
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   NEWSENSE… 
Tantalizing News 

Originated by  Gossip‟s Founding Father,   
Columnist Walter Winchell 

************************ 

          EDITOR‟S NOTE:  Walter Winchell  
began broadcasting in 1933 to an audi-

ence of 25 million people.  The Winchell 
style was unmistakable.  He talked rap-
idly at 197 words per minute...the voice 

was high-pitched and not pleasant to 
the ear, but it was distinctive.  The stac-
cato quality made every item compel-

ling.  He claimed he talked so fast be-
cause if he talked more slowly people 
would find out what he was saying...he 

began his radio program with a series of dots and dashes operating 
the key himself.  Telegraphers throughout the country complained 
that what Winchell tapped out made no sense.  He realized he hadn‟t 

the faintest knowledge of Morse code but he refused to have an ex-
perienced telegrapher provide the sound effects for him.  He wrote 
like a man honking in a traffic jam. 

******************************************************************************** 

     Goodby Navy Pea Coats!  The Navy announced in September it 
would transition to the “cold weather parka” next year.  Bridge coats, 
reefer coats and pea coats will be obsolete and non-uniform by 2020. 
There is a suspicion that someone may be getting rich on the backs of 
sailors.  The Pea Coat has been in service since the early 1800s. 
     Australia‟s angry birds are ripping Drones out of the sky….The 

wedge-tailed eagle,  weighing up to nine pounds with a wingspan that 
can approach 8 feet, is Australia's largest bird of prey.  They recently 
downed a $80,000 8‟ wingspan drone and have become the #1 enemy of 
these radio-controlled craft.  Pepper spray and ShuRoo—a device 
mounted on cars that makes noise, which humans can‟t hear, to keep 
kangaroos off the road have been tried   One gold-mining company has 
recently lost 12 drones that cost over $210,000.  Any suggestions?  

     On average we lost 6,600 service men per month during WW2…

(about 220 died each day).    That was 2,433 days during which we 
also lost 170 planes/day.   On the other side, Germany „s U-boats sunk 
2,979 merchant ships during the war, killing more than 6,000 American 
and 30,000 British merchant mariners.  WW2  cost Germany two-thirds 
of its 1,162 U-boats and 29,962 of the 39,000 men who manned them.  
This was the highest casualty rate of any branch of service of any mili-
tary branch in any war. 
     Presidential advisers are urging change in space policy that focus 

on a human return to the lunar surface by 2020, possibly with private 
sector astronauts as well as a transition of NASA and other government 
activities in low Earth orbit, including the International Space Station to 
the private sector.  New policies would promote the economic develop-
ment of the space frontier.  NASA would focus on deep space, accord-
ing to recent reports.  
      Mellennials are ruining everything...due to lack of interest in golf, 
motorcycles, home ownership, bars of soap, diamonds, eating out, nap-

kins, Breastaurants (lke Hooters), and banks (don’t trust them, now us-
ing Credit Bureaus.)  When they get older things should straighten out.  
       Electronic screen alert:  Computer vision syndrome results from 
staring at a screen for long periods of time.  That can lead to two prob-
lems:  One is dry eyes, caused by a lack of blinking.  When you look at a 
screen, you‟re so involved that you forget to blink  The blink  rate goes 
from 15X a minute to 5... you need to blink to re-establish the tear film 
on the eyes.  The other main problem is eyestrain from staring at a 
screen too long.  Artificial tears and an electronic screen to dim the 

light—especially if you have cataracts— are the answers  Remember 
when Mom warned you not to sit too close to the TV when you were a kid?  In 

the past, screens were bombarded with energy.  That emission back in the 1950s 

was too strong.  In the‟60s, they made safer TVs.  . Now with LCD or LED TVs, 

there‟s nothing coming out of the screen to hurt you  
 
 

 

 

 

Walter               Winchell 
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    AN INTERVIEW WITH FAHS‟ JOE KITTINGER 
Submitted by RHHam2@Msn.com 

 
    This Viet Nam Triple Nickel fighter pilot leader and experimental 
test pilot, Joe Kittinger, said:  “For a lifetime I‟ve volunteered.  Ninety 
percent of everything I‟ve done in life happened because I choose to 
volunteer for it.” (Old military saying, “never volunteer for anything!) 
     When I heard about the Zero Gravity program I volunteered and met 
Flight Surgeon John Paul Stapp, of the 632 mph rocket sled fame, who 
was in charge of the Aeromed Lab.  We liked each other from the start, 

and we began a 40-year trusted friendship until he headed West a few 
years ago. 
     Stapp had the scientist and doctors, but he needed a test pilot, so 
when I volunteered for Project Manhigh, Dr. Stapp accepted me imme-
diately.  (Project Manhigh consisted of a man and a balloon.) 
     “What did you think you were volunteering for with Project Man-
high?” 
     I knew there were a  lot of far-reaching objectives.  We had never 

put a man into space and we knew that when man went into space, it 
would be in a small confined capsule.  
     As you know, the purpose of Manhigh was to test those systems and 
determine how to select and train astronauts, keep them alive through 
the mission and bring them back safely. 
     After I left the ground in the Manhigh balloon, the transmit radio 
failed.  I could hear them but I had to click out Morse Code to respond.  
The balloon got to 96,000 feet and stopped climbing, and Stapp asked  

me how I felt.  I tapped out”G-R-E-A-T,” and then tapped out “C-O-M-
E-A-N-D-G-E-T-M-E.”  
     Dr. Simons thought that I had suffered “breakaway phenomenon.”  
This all started when one of the medical papers suggested that some of 
the high-altitude pilots were experiencing some kind of ‟hallucination.” 
     The scientist below weren‟t fighter pilots or test pilots.  A fighter 
pilot is in command of himself and of the aircraft.  And he does what 
he‟s supposed to do—so there‟ no such thing as “breakaway phenome-

non” for an aviators in that category. 
     The scientist never really caught on nor appreciated the philosophy 
of a fighter pilot—that feeling of oneness that a natural pilot has when 
he psychologically becomes an extension of the equipment he‟s con-
trolling. 
     If I‟d know they were going to be upset about the remark, I would 
have suppressed that joyous remark: Come up and get me,  I was just 
having fun.   
       
     COL. JOSEPH WILLIAM KITTINGER II, Born July 27, 1928 in Tam-
pa, FL.  Following his initial operational assignment in fighter air-

craft, he participated in Project Manhigh and Project Excelsior in 
1960, setting a world record for the highest skydive from a height 
greater than 19 miles.   He was also the first man to make a solo 

crossing of the Atlantic Ocean in a gas balloon & the first to break 
the sound barrier with his body. 
      Serving as a fighter pilot during the Vietnam War, he achieved 

an aerial kill of a North Vietnamese MiG-21 jet fighter and was later 
shot down himself, spending 11 months as a POW in  the  North 
Vietnamese “Hanoi Hilton.”   

     In 2012, at the age of 84, he participated in the Red Bull Stratos 

        Col. Joe, upper left, and after his atmospheric sky dive. 

balloon project as capsule communicator, directing Felix Baumgartner to 

his record-breaking 24 mile freefall from Earth‟s stratosphere exceeding 
Kissinger's earlier freefall record of 102,800 feet in 1960.  
     We are honored to have Joe as a member of the Florida Aviation  

Historical Society and the Florida Aviation Hall of Fame. 



     Kudos from :  Craig A. Laporte, New Port Richey, FL.,; William B. 

Mills, Thomasville, N.C., Richard Allison, Duncan McDonald, Utah. 
     From  Zada “Buddy” Gross, Palm Harbor, FL., “Enclosed find 
check for two years membership as I want to be sure how Robin Olds life 

story turns out—a happy ending I hope. 
     From Ed Skaggs,  Palm Harbor, FL., “If possible can you start  
Craig Laporte‟s membership by sending him a copy of the July edition 
of Happy Landings.    He would enjoy the excellent articles about EAL 
and Eddie Rickenbacker. 
     Craig Laporte later reports:  “I was surprised to receive your publica-
tion.  Enclosed find $50.  I would appreciate being added to your publica-
tion list for the next year.  Please consider the additional $30 as a contri-

bution to FAHS.  I look forward to receiving future editions of Happy 
Landings, and want to thank Ed Skaggs for making me aware of the 
FAHS  It is great to see a local organization promoting aviation, and keep-
ing alive its storied history.” 
     From Jean Heinzerling, Port Clinton, Ohio…”Thank you very much 
for sending this newsletter to Don.  He was excited every time it came in 
the mail and he always read it cover to cover.  Unfortunately, he died June 
11th, therefore, please remove his name from your mailing list.  A similar 

letter was received from Clifford “C.R.: Quesenberry‟s daughter, who 
informed us of her father‟s death on May 24, 2017 at the age of 95.  
      From William  B. Mills, Thomasville, NC…”As a long-time member 
I really enjoy each edition, and will for three more years until 2021. 
     From Duncan McDonald,  Salt Lake City,, Utah...Re-newal time—
one new addition,  the  great friend of Robin Olds.  Col. Andi Biancur 
did a great story about Robin and you presented it well in Happy Land-
ings.—thanks much.  

     From Dick Allison, Port Charlotte, FL.  “What a wonderful publica-
tion (Happy Landings), thank you so much!”  
     Fred Mulholland, Tampa, FL.  Submitted Rotary Ramblings from 
Old Rhinebeck, the official newsletter of the Rhinebeck, N.Y. Aerodrome 
Museum., Cole Palen‟s old outfit.  Fred states, “Barbara & I support the 
Old Rhinebeck Aerodrome.  We feel that the restorers there are a  deserv-
ing lot.”   
********************************************************** 

AVIATION LINGO… 
      If  you push the stick forward, the houses get bigger; if you pull the 

stick back, they get smaller (unless you keep pulling the stick back then 
they get bigger again.)  The only time you have too much fuel is when 

you‟re on fire.  Flying is the second greatest thrill known to man.  Land-
ing is the first!  You know you‟ve landed with the wheels up when it takes 
full power to taxi.  Helicopters can‟t really fly...they‟re just so ugly 

that the earth immediately repels them.  Pilots believe in clean living.   
They never drink whiskey from a dirty glass. If God meant man to fly, 
he‟d have given him more money.  What‟s the difference between God 

and fighter pilots?  God doesn‟t think he‟s a fighter pilot.  Flying is 

not dangerous; crashing is dangerous.  A good simulator check ride is 
like a successful surgery on a corpse.  Asking what a pilot thinks about 

the FAA is like asking a tree what it thinks about dogs.  Good judge-
ment comes from experience and experience comes from bad judgment.  
There are three simple rules for making smooth landings...unfortunately, 
no one knows what they are.  Passengers prefer old captains and young 

flight attendants. Next—ground school.` 
          

6 NEW MEMBERS* & RENEWALS, 10/12/17 

Barnes, Dudley Orlando, FL Gibbs, David,  Tampa, FL 

Biancur, Col. Andi Colorado  Hansen, Hal. C. Sandy, U  
Bie, Billy  Indian Rocks, FL Hull, George Utah 
Blazeard, Dennis Sandy, Utah Kittenger, Joe Altamonte, FL 

Bording, Kenneth Jax., FL  Kluender, Doug Salt Lake City U 
Bronk, Ray Burnet, TX LaPorte, Craig New Port R., FL 
Chana, Howard Orange City, FL Laszio, Preysz Salt Lake City U 

Earl, Clyde Salt Lake City, UT McDonald, Dunc Holladay, UT 
Eckert, John Salt lake City, UT Mills, Wm. B. N. Carolina 
Fallon, Roger Holladay, UT Moise, H. Milton Starke, FL 

Fox, Kenneth St. Petersburg, FL Newman, Don Belleair, FL 
Freeman, Darrel Post Falls, ID Peck, Gen. Earl Clearwater, FL 
Furr, Col. W. Fuzzy Park City, UT Tippin, Stanley Vero Bch., FL 

Gescheidle, Durk Palm Harb., FL Youngs III, Luth. Longboat K., FL 
    Sayler, Henry St. Pete, FL. 

 

LOST MEMBERS, UNABLE TO DELIVER 
Dunlap, Kenneth Pittsburgh, PA 

 

LOST DELINQUENT MEMBERS 
Phillips, R. Patrick Orland, FL Smith, Gene Missouri 
        

NEW ADDRESSES 
Benoist, Charles Bonne Ter. MO Saint-Gaudens Altamonte S. FL 
Curran, Richard Lakeway, TX Sinker, Marty Cape Can., FL 

Ft. Wayne, Mus. Indiana  Sitterson, Don Jax., FL. 
Hedeen, Ken Largo, FL Stott, Nicole St. Pete, FL. 
May, Joseph Miami, FL. 

GIFTS TO THE SOCIETY 
LaPorte, Craig New Port Rich, FL          McDonald, Duncan  Utah 

Gen. Earl Peck, Clearwater, FL. 

 
BENEFACTOR SOCIETY MEMBERS FOR 2017 (donations of $100+) 

Baron, Joseph  Clearwater, FL          Hoffman, Barbara Tarpon Spgs. F 

Ettinger, Emily, Encino, CA              Gorman, James Mansfield, Ohio 
Gen. Earl Peck  Clearwater, FL.         McDonald, Dunc  Holladay, Utah. 
******************************************************************************** 

HELP NEEDED FOR THE 1st AIRLINE EXHIBIT 
The World‟s First Scheduled Airline, the St. Petersburg-

Tampa Airboat Line, began in the Tampa Bay area in January 
1914.   

NOW, an aviation-oriented group, known as “The Flight 2014 Project”  
has incorporated as a non-profit organiza-

tion to raise $700,000 to build a full-scale 
44‟ bronze Benoist Airboat to be put on 
display on the Pier in St. Petersburg, FL.  

(The FAHS is a member of this group).   
     $170,000 has already been raised.  If you 
would like to contribute, send your tax-free 

donation to: John Bowman, CPA, treasurer, 
1636 1st Ave., North, St. Petersburg, FL. 
33713.  

(How many of you airline captains owe 
your jobs to this humble group that started 

it all back then.) 
 

 
 



FAHS LEADERSHIP TEAM, 2017 

********************* 

President:……………………………………….Mary Fletcher 

Vice President……………………………….…..Ron Streicher 

Treasurer, News Editor………………..Dr. Warren J. Brown 

Secretary…………………………………….…Clive Newcomb 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

DIRECTORS 
 

Capt. Bill Barnes, 727 938 9690 billbarnes04007@yahoo.com 
      (Benoist Models & Photographer, Retired Airline Captain) 
Dr. Warren Brown, 727 595 2773         warren.brown1924@gmail.com 

   (Historian, Treasurer, F, PP,  (Retired Flight surgeon)                                                                
Bill Buston,      727 409 5426                     billwb47@gmail.com 
                                           (VPE, EAA, Young Eagles) 

Chris Fiore,   727 581 0622         chris_fiore2000@yahoo.com 
            (Fantasy of Flight Liaison , Education Liaison) 
Mary Fletcher,  727 781 5949,        mfletch3@tampabay.rr.com 

    V.P FAHS, , Brochure/Graphics Design, Laison, “99ers”) 
Terri Griner,  727 409 6474, tgriner@tampabay.rr.com  
  Historian, FAHOF Chairman 

 Clive Newcomb              727 804 1614, 
  cnukem@outlook.com   Secretary FAHS  
Joe Rubin,   727 821 7260 Home                                  w4cbJ@arrl.net 

      727 465 4072 Cell 
                                     (Ex Mayor, Aviation Research) 
Ron Streicher,   727 445 9756               a51mustang@aol.com 

  (EAA Chapter 282 Liaison, Young Eagles) 
Capt. Ed Slattery  727 581 7484  (Airline Advisor, former  

          USAir Captain.), eslatt1@tampabay.rr.com 

Lewis D. Wilgus  mglw20@msn.com    Research 
 

ADVISERS TO THE BOARD 
Bill Akins, Warbird Recover Team. 
J. Paul Finley, 727 391 5908.….....F, PP, President Emeritus 
Al Hollonquist………………………………..….Aviation Historian 

Gerry Martas…………………………………......Military & Airlines 
Nicole Stott…….NASA Astronaut-Mission Specialist 
Orford, Eric……………..Technical Consultant 

Rui Farius, rui@spmoh.org……….Flight Safety 
Robert “Bob” Widner……..Warbird Recovery/Florida Airfields 
     727 286 0887,  bwidner1@outlook.com 

Sierra Gaenicke……………………………...Outreach 
 sierralynn093@gmail.com 
Dennis Cole….C.O. FAHS  “Ghost Squadron.”813 390 4062, 
 user776289@aol.com 

F—Founding Member   PP—Past President. 

 
MEMBERS OF THE THULE, GREENLAND CLUB 

(Qualifications for membership:  Having set foot in Thule.) 

Hi Price, Bradenton, FL. C.P. 931st Sqd. L-20, C-47, C-54 (1964-65)* 

Warren Brown, Largo, FL. (Operation BlueJay, 1951). 

Walt Houghton , Melbourne, Florida (1960).   

Charley Liller, Riveriew, FL. (1957).   (* Gone West) 

Bess (Balchen) Urbahn, Maine (1952).  

Cdr.Leo Murphy, Gulf Breeze, F. (1981 ?) 

Bob Gates, Ft. Walton, FL. (1956) 

Bob Koch, Bellaire, FL., (1951-52), VP-23 Navy* 

Borchik, Jr. Albert S., Shalimar, FL., (1953-54), Thule, Ice Island.* 

Bornhoeft, Jack H., Mt. Prospect, IL (1945-1951) 
*************************************************************************** 

   

  Did you know that ...Brazil got its name from the nut, not the 

other way around.  Canada has more lakes than the rest of the 

world combined.  Next to Warsaw, Chicago has the largest Polish 

population in the world.  Woodward Avenue in Detroit carries the 

designation “M-1” named so because it was the first paved road 

anywhere in the U.S.A.       

7 THE JOCK (airborne) & KIWI (ground-locked) 
SHORT-SNORTER PAGE. 

Discovered unread reader, required to buy one round of 

drinks for fellow members...JOCK jokes inverted. 
Tragedy + time = Comedy 

 

     The older retired guy was bored, so to occupy his time, he got a job 
as a greeter at Wal-Mart.  He did a great job, and everyone liked him.  
The only problem was, he was always a little late for work.  One day the 
manager confronted him about his habitual lateness:  “Were you late to 

work at your last job?” he asked.  The greeter replied, “Most of the time.”  
The manger asked, “What did people say when you always came in 
late?”  The older guy replied:  “Most of the time they said, “Good morn-

ing, Admiral; can I get you a cup of coffee.” (Hoo sent this, Stan or Durk?) 

********************************************************** 
     I couldn‟t find my luggage at the airport baggage area so I went to 
the lost luggage office and told the woman that my bags never showed 
up.  She smiled and told me not to worry because she was a trained  

professional and I was in good hands.  “Now,” she asked me, “has your 
plane arrived yet?” 
********************************************************** 
     Dangerous place...If you consider that there have been an average of 
160,000 troops in the Iraq theater of operations during the recent last 
war, and a total of 2,112 deaths, that gives a firearm death rate of 60 per 
100,00.  The rate in Washington D.C. is 80.6 per 100,000.  That means 
that you are about 25% more likely to be shot and killed in our Nation‟s 

Capital which has some of the strictest gun control laws in the nation, 
then you were back in Iraq then (we did pull out).   

     Conclusion:  We should immediately pull out of Washington D.C. 
(ex-Mayor Barry, Washington D.C., once said, “Outside of the killings, Washington has 

one of the lowest crime rates in the country.”)  

*************************************************** 

GOLFER‟S LAMENT 
     Golfer to caddy:  How do you like my game?  Caddy:  Very good sir, but 

personally I prefer golf.  Golfer to caddy:  Do you think it is a sin to play on 

Sunday?  Caddy:  The way you play, sir, it‟s a sin to play on any day.  Golfer to 

caddy:  Do you think my game is improving?  Caddy:  Yes sir, you miss the ball 

much closer. Golfer to caddy:  This is the worst course I‟ve ever played on.  

Caddy:   This isn‟t the golf course, we left that an hour ago.  Golfer to caddy:  

This isn‟t my ball, it‟s too old.  Caddy:  It‟s been a long time since we teed off, 

sir.  Golfer to caddy:  I think I‟m going to drown myself in the lake.  Caddy:  

Think you can keep your head down that long?”  Golfer to caddy:  I‟d move 

heaven and earth to break 100 on this course.  Caddy:  Try heaven, you‟ve  

already moved most of the earth.   

 

  TWO MEN DRESSED PILOT‟S UNIFORMS walk up the aisle.  Both are 

wearing dark glasses, one is using a guide dog, and the other is tapping his way 

along the aisle with a cane.  Nervous laughter spreads through the cabin, but the 

men enter the cockpit, the door closes and the engines start.  The passengers 

begin glancing nervously around, searching for some sign that this is a joke but 

none is forthcoming.  The plane moves faster and faster down the runway and the 

people sitting in the window seats realize they‟re headed straight for the water at 

the end of the runway.   As it begins to look as though the plane will plough into 

the water, panicked scrams fill the cabin.   At that moment, the plane lifts 

smoothly into the air.  The passengers relax and laugh and soon all retreat into 

their magazines, secure in the knowledge that the plane's in good hands.  In the 

cockpit, one of the blind pilots turns to the other and says, “You realize John, 

one of these days, they‟re gonna scream too late and we'll gonna die.”    

    

     A salesman rang the bell and the door was opened by a nine-year 
old boy puffing on a cigar.  “Is your Mother in?” asked the salesman.  
The boy took the cigar out of his mouth, flicked ashes on the carpet and 
asked “What do you think?” 

Q. What happens to a boy when he reaches puberty? 

A. He says good-bye to his boyhood and looks forward to his              
                                             adultery 

Where would you be if:  You had all the money your heart desires 
and have no worries.  You come home and the finest meal is await-
ing you….your bathwater has been run...you have the perfect 
kids...your partner is awaiting you with open arms and kisses...so 

where would you be???  In the WRONG house—that‟s where! 



8 

 SUBIC 

 

  8 
 

          THE 100TH ANNIVERSARY OF WORLD WAR I—
1914-1918 

 

     Nine million soldiers dead or missing, 21 million maimed or 
wounded and 12 million civilians killed—3 million had no grave, 

they had just disappeared 

      Graves barely a spade‟s depth marked by rough crosses of wood ,  

reversed rifles from which a tin hat dangles or the usual inverted bot-

tle stuck in the mud containing an envelope bearing his name 

    A total of 5.2 million Iron Crosses given, “Only through suicide 

could a soldier escape winning one. 

     Before the end of 1914, newspapers were banned from publishing 

lists of those killed. 

     On 27 October 1914,  the Belgians deliberately opened the sluices 

to flood large areas of Belgium making it salt water mud 

  To get in the British Army in November 1914, you had to be 5‟2 
inches and have a chest measurement of 34 inches.  Soldiers were 

issued two identity discs one red and one green.  The “War to end all 

Wars” was coined by H.G. Wells in 1914. 

    The hour before dusk and dawn were the most likely times for an 

attack because of the mist and haze.  Stand-to consisted of  two hours 

on, four hours off  lookout duty in the trenches.  One worried about 

lice, fleas, mud, shell-fire, rats  and shrapnel. 

   Burial was  12 spadefuls of earth, marked on the map...it was the 

newest in the trenches that showed the least fear under bombardment.  

Regulation for burial was one spade LENGTH 

  All areas 10 miles behind the front was subject to artillery shelling 
      Even in the front line there was a daily mail delivery 

      “Blighty” is a Hindustani word for a foreign country, adopted by 

colonial Englishman as slang for home. 

     Nobody could stand more than 3 hours of shelling before they 

started feeling sleepy and numb.  It‟s a bit like being under anesthe-

sia.  By the ninth day of shelling almost every soldier was crying. 

Ordinary wire cutters were useless as the British ones would not cut 

through German wire. 

     As a consequence of the Somme, 10% of any battalion going over 

the top were left behind, thus leaving a nucleus of experienced troops 

to retrain and stiffen the new recruits.   

     Pay was deducted from troops who contracted VD and also to 
other self-inflicted diseases. 

      Each observation balloon was accompanied by a tender truck and 

a winch truck and a 90 man crew, including 24 lookouts and machine 

gunners.  Balloons went up to 3,600 feet and were usually 4-5 miles 

behind the front. 

   Tanks were first called “caterpillars.”  Devised by Ernest Swinton 

who got Winston  Churchill‟s attention. 

   Field Service Postcards supplied with catch phrases—all you did 

was sign your name and they would go through censor. 

     Patrols in no man‟s land were usually safe as there were so many 

shell holes, trenches and other pits between the lines that there was 
always a place to hide. 

   The Allies had 5 times as many balloons as the Germans.  “Without 

the daily British rum ration we would never have won the war.” 

    Dugouts were cleared with smoke bombs so either choke or come 

out.  Creeping barrages progressed at the rate of 50 yards per minute  

    Widespread distrust of the media originated in the press of WW I 

   Of men between 13-24 when the war broke out, 30% were killed 

another 20% wounded. 

    Generals dealt with war at the wholesale level, but troops fought it 

retail. 

     The battle of the Somme was mainly a war between the British 
artillery and the German infantry. The lull of the fighting in the         

winter of 1916-1917 was because of the freezing weather—a lull was 

described as no shells for 12 seconds. 

    250,000 Frenchmen at the ossuary at Verdun.  14 million shells 

      

fired, 200 for every casualty 

   At the height of the French muti-

ny, 54 divisions or 750,000 men 

were involved.—432 executed, 250 

herded together and blown apart by 
friendly artillery  

     A pilot was required to be 

“naturally athletic and have a repu-

tation for reliability,  punctuality 

and honesty.  He should have a cool 

head in emergencies, good eyes for 

distance, keen ears for familiar sounds, steady hands and sound 

body with plenty of reserve.  He should be quick-witted, highly 

intelligent and tractable.  “Immature, high-strung, overconfi-

dent, impatient candidates are not desired.” 

     On Sept. 2, 1914, a Frenchman, Louis Breguet was the first 

to report the Germans were swinging to the east rather than to 
the west of Paris as the Schliefen plan had required. 

     The Royal Flying Corps merged with the Royal Naval Air 

Service into the Royal Air Force on April 1, 1918..  The inter-

rupter gear, designed by a Romanian engineer, Constantinescu, 

allowed bullets to pass between the propeller blades.   

     The Tuscania, sister ship to the Lusitania , went down with 

the loss of 230 Americans on the troopship Feb. 5, 1918.   

     Fatal crashes in RAF training were averaging 100/month. 

     Most new pilots at the front had only 15 to 20 hours 

flight  time.  “They can't even fly, let alone fight.”   

     Germans fired blue cross shells loaded with diphosgene gas 
and Green Cross shells holding high explosive and a gas that 

could penetrate the lungs.  . 

     78,000 were the highest killed  and wounded for any day of 

the entire war at the Somme.  

     “Tommy is only silent between 7 and 11 in the a.m.” 

     In a right turn the nose of a Sopwith Camel would drop 

sharply and rise equally sharply in a left turn.  And without the 

course use of the rudder to control it, the Camel would go into 

a spin.. Pilots were told  not to turn to the right under 1000 feet 

until you know the machine.  The average time between engine 

overhauls on the rotary engine was 20 hours. The castor oil 

was used because it was not miscible with petrol and so would 
not dilute the fuel-air mixture in the crankcase..  The Camel 

could turn with such speed it was said, it could bite its tail.  

With the Camel you couldn‟t dive, you couldn‟t run, all you 

could do was turn in tight circle and dogfight. 

     British regulations: no pilot could cross the lines until he 

had been 3 weeks in France. 

     Of the 210 Americans who trained with the RAF 51 were 

killed, 30 badly wounded and 14 POW.   20 cracked up under 

the mental strain.  To get away from Archie one had to turn his 

plane every 12 seconds. 

     In the closing days of the war, Germany could field only 45 
tanks against 3,500 Allied tanks. 

    The flu had a death rate of 1 in 3 and killed 21 million, more 

than the 4 years of WW I slaughter. The average life of a  pilot 

at the front was 48 hours in the air. English pilots got 2 weeks 

leave after 3 months at the front.  Boom Trenchard, RAF 

Chief,  got his name because of his booming voice.   

    The four  20 pound bombs wobbled until the slipstream 

made the prop on the nose twist off exposing the trigger tip 

that detonated on impact.    Chlorine smelled of pineapple; 

phosgene had the smell of putrid fish and mustard gas had a 

sweet soapy smell.  After the Germans conquered France in  
1941, the train was sent to Berlin but was destroyed during the 

Allied advance in 1944-1945. 
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   Harry Cooper 

 

 

AIRCRAFT CARRIERS 
      
     Aircraft carriers serve as a seagoing airbase, equipped with a flight 
deck and facilities for carrying, arming, deploying and recovering 
aircraft.  Typically, they are the capital ships of a fleet, as they project 
air power worldwide without depending on local bases for operational 
support.   Aircraft carriers are expensive and are considered critical 

assets.  By the Second World War aircraft carriers had evolved from 
converted cruisers, to purpose built vessels of many classes and roles.   
     Fleet carriers were the largest type, operating with the main fleet 
to provide offensive capability.  Light aircraft carriers were fast 
enough to operate with the fleet but smaller and with fewer aircraft.  
Escort carriers were smaller and slower, with low numbers of aircraft 
(24-30), and provided defenses for convoys.  Most of the latter were 
built from mercantile hulls or, in the case of merchant aircraft carriers, 

were bulk cargo ships with a flight deck added on top.   
    The aircraft carrier dramatically changed naval combat as air power 
became a major factor in warfare.  The advent of aircraft as primary 
weapons was driven by the superior range, flexibility and effectiveness 
of carrier-launched planes.  They had higher range and precision than 
naval guns.  The 1941 Japanese surprise attack on Pearl Harbor was a 
clear illustration of the power capability afforded by a large force of 
modern carriers.   
     This new found importance of naval aviation forced nations to  

create a number of carriers, in an effort to provide air superiority for 
every major fleet.  This extensive usage required the construction of 
several new “light” carriers.  Escort aircraft carriers were sometimes 
purposely built, but most were converted from merchant ships as a stop
-gap measure to provide anti-submarine air support for convoys and 
amphibious invasions.  Following this concept, light aircraft carriers 

built by the US represented a large and more “militarized” version of 
the escort carrier.  Although with complements similar to escort carri-

ers, they had the advantage of speed . 
     Escort  carriers  (124 were built), also known as baby flattops & 
jeep carriers, were typically half the length (500 ft.) and a third the 
displacement (10,000 tons) of larger fleet carriers (30,000 tons &  
7 900 ft. long).  While they were slower, carried fewer planes than the 
larger fleet carriers (103 planes) and were less well armed and ar-
mored, they were cheaper and could be built quickly.  Escorts carried 
about 1/3 the crew of a large carrier However, the lack of protection 

made escort carriers particularly vulnerable.   
         They were usually built on a commercial ship hull and were too 
slow to keep up with the main forces consisting of fleet carriers, battle-
ships, and cruisers.  Instead, they were used to escort convoys, defend-
ing them from enemy threats such as submarines and planes.   In the 
invasions of mainland Europe and the Pacific islands, escort carriers 
provided air support to ground forces during amphibious operations.   
They also served as backup aircraft transports for fleet carriers and 

ferried aircraft of all military services to points of deliver.  
     Meanwhile, the US discovered their own use for escorts.  In the 
North Atlantic, they supplemented the escorting destroyers by provid-
ing air support for anti-submarine warfare.  One of these escort carriers 
USS Guadalcanal, was instrumental in the capture of U-505 off North 
Africa in 1944.        
   The light carrier was a similar concept to escort carriers in most 
respects, but were capable of higher speeds to allow operation along-
side fleet carriers.       

Post-World War II 
     The years following WW II brought many revolutionary new tech-
nologies to the Navy, most notably the helicopter and the jet fighter, 
and with this a complete rethinking of its strategies and ships‟ tasks.  
Although several of the latest small carriers were deployed as floating 
airfields during the Korean War, the main reasons for the development 
of the escort carrier had disappeared or could be dealt with better by 
newer weapons.  The emergence of the helicopter meant that helicop-

ter-deck equipped frigates could now take over the small carrier‟s role 
in a convoy while also performing their own traditional role as subma-
rine hunters  Ship-mounted guided missile launchers took over aircraft 
protection roles, and in-flight refueling abolished the need for floating 
stopover points.    
     There are no surviving light or escort carriers in 2017. 
 
        

 

FINAL VOTING FLORIDA AVIATION HALL OF FAME. 
 
1. St. Arnold 111 votes;  2nd.  Preddy 96 votes;  

Chappie James 87 votes;  Boyd, 82 votes; 
Mabry 70 votes; Cook 60 votes; Evans 59 votes; 
Loaning 46 votes; Page 32 votes; Povey 32 votes; 
Woods 27 votes; Younge 13 votes. 

The above non-binding voting will now be sent to the 
Selection Committee of high-time pilots scattered 
throughout Florida for an official vote. 
     The Hall of Fame induction for 2018 will be held 
April 15, 2018 at The Florida Aviation Museum at 

Sun „n Fun, Lakeland, FL. 

 

*************************************************************   

N.Y. YANKEE  BALLPLAYER YOGI BERRA ONCE SAID: 
      
     Asked during spring training, what his hat size was “I don’t know, I’m not 
in shape yet?’ 
     (On seeing a Steve McQueen movie) He must have made that before he 
died.    
      Baseball is 90% mental...the other half is physical. 
     You give 100% in the first half of the game, and if tht isn‟t enough, in the 
second half you give what‟s left. 

     (Asked why he hadn't been to a favorite restaurant lately)  It’s so crowd-
ed, nobody goes there anymore. 
     If people don’t want to come out to the ballpark, nobody’s going to stop 
them. 
     (On being honored with a “Yogi Berra Night”)  I want to thank all you 
people for making this night necessary. 
     Our team has deep depth. 
     (Explaining a loss)  We made too many wrong mistakes. 

     I never blame myself when I’m not hitting, I just blame the bat and if it 
keeps up, I change bats...After all, if I know it isn’t my fault that I’m not 
hitting how can I get mad at myself? 
     The game’s not over, till its over… 
     It’s déjà vu allover again! 
     If you don’t know where you are going you are liable to end up some-
where else. 
    If you come to a fork in the road take it. 

                    

        Laurence Peter “Yogi” Berra left us on Sept. 22, 2015. 

************************************************************* 
WHO WAS UNCLE SAM?  He was Samuel Wilson, Government meat supplier in 

Troy, N.Y. during the War of 1812.  He would stamp the initials E.A. for Elbert An-

derson, his contractor and U.S. (for United States) on each barrel of supplies destine 

for the U.S. Army.  Wilson was a well-known figure in Troy, known affectionately as 

“Uncle Sam.”  The legend began as a joke.  In Oct. 1812, the Gov. of N.Y. was visit-

ing the E&S Wilson Meat Co.  He asked what the U.S. initials stood for.  An inspector 

remarked, “It stand for our Uncle Sam Wilson who inspects the meat for the U.S.  The 

Army then became known as “Uncle Sam‟s men.” 

   
FLORIDA‟S AVIATION HALL OF FAME 

Located at the Florida Air Museum at Sun „n Fun, Lakeland, FL. 
 

     Douglas Baker, test pilot (2003); George “Ted” Baker, founder of National Airlines (2004); Thomas 
W. Benoist,  pioneer aircraft builder (2011); Dr. Warren J. Brown, Flight Surgeon, Historian (2017);  
Jacqueline Cochran, pioneer aviatrix (2003); Leroy Brown, native pioneer Floridian, crop-duster, 
airline pilot and leader in the U.S. Airline Industry Museum project (2009). Merion C. Cooper, military 
pilot  & film director (2015); Glenn Curtiss, pioneer pilot, inventor and founder of three Florida cities 
(2006);  Jimmy Doolittle, pioneer pilot and war hero (2007); Amelia Earhart, Pioneer aviatrix lost on 
round-the-world flight in 1937 (2010).  Percival Fansler, founder of the World‟s First Airline (2003);  
Chalmers H. Goodlin, fighter pilot WW 2 and test pilot (2005); George Haldeman, test pilot and holder 
of numerous records (2006);  Billy Henderson, founder of Sun „n Fun (2015); Ed Hoffman Sr. (2008), 
pioneer pilot; Mary France Housley, Flight Attendant, for saving lives following a plane crash (2016); ; 
Howard Hughes , pioneer pilot and movie producer (2007) ; Jack Hunt, Navy blimp record holder & 
founding president Embry-Riddle University (2011); Antony H. Jannus, pilot of the 1st Airline (2003); 
Howard “Scrappy” Johnson, test pilot (2015); Colin Kelly, 1st WW II hero (2011);  
Joseph W. Kittinger, Jr., balloonist and test pilot (2003); William Krusen, pioneer Florida airman 
(2011)  Col. & Mrs. Charles A. Lindbergh, pioneer pilots (2004); Lewis Maytag, CEO of National 
Airlines (2007) ; David McCampbell, USN pilot, Medal of Honor winner with 34 victories over the Japa-
nese (2010).  A.B. McMullen, builder of many of Florida's airports (2004); Zack Mosley creator of 
“Smilin’ Jack;”  (2008); Dick Merrill, airmail-airline pilot (2014);  Curtis Pitts, aircraft designer (2014);  
James C. Ray, WW II  B-17 pilot & philanthropist (2016) Charles E. Richbourg, Navy test pilot (2006); 
Edward Vernon Rickenbacker, CEO of Eastern Air Lines (2003); John Paul Riddle, founder of Embry-
Riddle University (2005); Betty Skelton, acrobatic champion (2014); Lawrence Sperry, Inventor of 
the auto-pilot, turn & bank indicator and artificial horizon (2011); Nicole Stott, Astronaut (2011);  Paul W. 
Tibbets, Jr., pilot of the B-29 which dropped the Hiroshima atomic bomb (2005); Juan Terry Trippe, 
founder of Pan American World Airways (2003); Phillip Waldman,  ferry pilot (2016); Kermit Weeks, 
Curator of “Fantasy of Flight” air museum (2008); Robert M. White, fighter pilot WW 2 and test pilot 

(2006).  
 

(Those known to be living are underlined.) 
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MIAMI‟S FIRST AEROPLANE 
By Thelma Peters 

      In the summer of 1911 President Taft celebrated his 25th wedding 
anniversary; England had a new king, George V; economic optimism had 
replaced the 1907 panic; and the University of Florida had just graduated 
its largest class—31. 

     Miami was fifteen that summer: population five thousand, paved 
streets  (twenty-five miles) and a kid could swim in the pool at the Royal 
Palm Hotel for fifteen cents.   It was a good summer. 
     With exuberant civic pride, the city fathers proclaimed a three-day 
celebration of their Magic City‟s birthday.  Mr. Everest G. Sewell,  
pioneer Miami booster, was named chairman of the celebration  
committee. 
     The top event during three days of parades, baseball games,  

excursions, boat races, and banquets was to be the actual flight of an actu-
al aeroplane.  Most of the people in Dade County had never seen one. 
     Mr. Sewell contracted with the Wright Brothers of Dayton, Ohio, to 
send down a Wright biplane by train along with a “birdman” who would 
make six demonstration flights, three on July 20, three on July 21.  The 
cost was $7,500, money eagerly donated by merchants and other individ-
uals. 

     An aeroplane in Miami?  The excitement was almost too much to 

bear.  A few weeks before the plane arrived the Daily Metropolis 

commented that a new disease of epidemic proportions had hit Mi-

ami—a disease diagnosed as “aeroplanitis” one symptom of which 

was a rubber neck.  People with the disease kept tilting their head 

back and scanning the sky. 
     The city named June 22 as “Clean-Up Day.  Store fronts got fresh 
paint, back yards were raked, streets repaired and swept and housewives 
aired the guest bedroom.   

     Preparations intensified as July 20th approached.  Sheriff Dan Hardie 
and a jail trusty climbed all over the two-story native-stone courthouse 
draping it with red, white and blue bunting.  Palm fronds, flowers, flags 
bunting and even a large model aeroplanes decorated the store windows 
and building along Twelfth Street (present Flagler) the route of the  
parades.  Guests poured in filling all the hotels and the private “spare 
rooms.”   
     The delegation from Key West, numbering almost five hundred, came 
partly on business to advertise their own upcoming celebration of the 

completion of the Overseas Railroad scheduled for the following January 
     Seminole Indians moved into tents in the rear of Gertman Brothers 
store; Cypress Frank Coffee and Teeth Pull Tiger and others including 
squaws and children.  Some were to ride on a float in a parade, some 
were to do a war dance on 12th Street.  All were curious to see what the 
white man was up to.  
     At Miami Golf Links, as Miami‟s only golf club was known at that 
time, a grandstand was built near the fairway which was to serve as a 

runway.  The Golf Links were out in the country and up the Miami Riv-
er—in the location of the present Civic Centre.  The local militia, the 
Miami Rifles, commanded by Capt. G. D.  Brossier, patrolled the field to 
keep spectators safely away from the plane. 
     Almost everybody in South Florida, guest or resident, was at the Golf 
Links on the afternoon of July 20.  They came by foot, in wagons, on 
horseback, by bicycle, and in the high wheeled snub-nosed autos of that 
day.  The crowd which, the press called monstrous in size was probably 

the largest assemblage of people in South Florida up to that time.  There 
might have been 5,000 there, scarcely a splash in today‟s Orange Bowl.  
     With the band playing, two attendants wheeled the light wooden 

plane, its two wings cloth covered, onto the fairway and within sight 
of the spectators.  Wild applause.  Aviator Howard Gill appeared.  
More applause.  He took his seat at decontrols, visible to all in the 
open frame.  The prop was spun, the 35-hp motor roared, and he was 

off down the fairway.  Almost before a soul could breath he was 
airborne, “exactly like a partridge taking wing” one spectator re-
marked.  
     The first flight was a low circling of the field not much above the 
tree tops.  In the other two flight of the day the pilot went higher, 
performed stunts described as “spirals” and ”rocking the boat.”  But 
it was on the second day, July 21, that he outdid himself.  He climbed 
to 7,500‟ , a mere speck to the viewers below.  Then the motor died.  

Had he cut it off?  Was he out of control?  The plane seemed to be 
plummeting to earth.  Was he doomed?  No, he was leveling off, the 
motor was on again  Five thousand people breathed again! 
     The pilot landed to wild applause.  He invited Mr. Sewell, the 
celebration chairman, to take a ride with him.  The crowd roared its 
approval.  Would Sewell dare?  He would.  He calmly took a seat 
beside Gill, exposed, as Gill was, to the full force of the wind.   
Vicariously 5,000 people were about to have their first plane flight. 

     For his passenger‟s sake Gill kept this flight low and easy.  They 
stayed under a thousand feet.  Sewell, enjoying every moment, had 
his first birds eye view of the city he so ardently promoted. 
     Later Gill said Sewell was the coolest passenger he ever had.  
Sewell said flying was a “delightful sensation indescribably pleas-
ant.”  Sewell became an aviation enthusiast for life that day.  
     After the last flight Gill, the hero of the day, asked if he could 
please have a glass of milk.  He said flying made him thirsty.  

     A good many people still living in Miami recall seeing the first 
plane flight.  Jack Sewell is one of these.  He says that when he saw 
Uncle E. G. climb into that plane and then saw the plane go up in the 
air, that he was scared almost to death.  No, he didn‟t enjoy the occa-
sion at all, he was too worried.  
     Dorothy Dean Davidson, whose father, owned the Metropolis, 
newspaper remembers the day because of an auto accident due to the 
heavy traffic. 
     The late Hoyt Frazier, was another eyewitness of the first flight.  

He said the stunt flying did more than electrify the people.. Horses 
and mules whined and ran away, cows jumped fences and chickens 
ran into the palmettos.  One nearby farmer claimed that even his cat 
ran away. 
     The first flight set in motion a series of steps which were to make 
Miami a leader in aviation.  Sewell was so convinced that flying 
would soon become commercially practical that he got the city to 
offer the Wright Brothers $1,000 to bring a flying school to Miami.  

They declined but Sewell persisted and did bring the Curtiss Flying 
School to Miami.  Until his death in 1940, Sewell worked tirelessly 
to improve Miami airports, to expand air traffic, and to better trade 
relations particularly with the Latin American counties.  
******************************************************* 

RUTH  ELDER  & GEORGE HALDEMAN   
     Five months after Lindbergh‟s flight from N.Y.. to Paris in 1927, Lake-

land‟  Florida‟s George Haldeman and Ruth Elder took off from Roosevelt 

Field, N.Y., on Oct. 11, 1927 in a Stinson monoplane called The American 

girl. 

    The plane ditched in the Atlantic near the Azores next to a Dutch tanker 

after developing an oil leak.  It had flown 2,623 miles setting a new “over 

water record.”  In honor of the two fliers, Haldeman-Elder Airport was con-

structed near Eton Park (Florida) in 1928 and remained operation until about 

1943. 

     Ruth Elder lost out to Amelia Earhart as  the first woman to fly the Atlan-

tic.  But she did appear in several movies, hobnobbed with royalty, married 

and divorced six times, made a lot of money and died in 1977 almost penni-

less. 

     Halderman ws 84 when he died in Lakeland in 1982.  He had continued a 

career in aviation that began when he learned to fly a Curtiss Airboat in St. 

Petersburg owned by Johnnie Green.  He logged more than 34,000 hours in 

the air and set endurance and altitude records with Eddie Stinson.  He also sat 

with Howard Hughes at the controls of the Spruce Goose on it s lone flight.  

When this news editor asked George what happened on the Atlantic flight, his 

best friend Joe “Child Yank” Boudwin remarked “George was lost!”  George 

laughed and said, “No, Joe, I had a leaky oil line”.  Perhaps it was both  as 

George had flown through a mid-Atlantic storm which had blown the plane 

off course.      



 

 

     ! 
     c 

 

 

ROBIN OLDS, Fighter Pilot      

    

 BOOK REVUE: Excerpts from  Robin‟s biography “Robin Olds, 
Fighter Pilot,” by Christina Olds, his daughter, and Ed Rasimus, a 
friend, (ISBN 978-0-312-56951-8) is a great book and sells for around 

$16.  For details contact Amazon.com or St. Martin‟s Griffin, 175 5th 
Ave., N.Y., N.Y., 10010.   
***********************************************************************************                

  THE EARLY YEARS  
     Robin Olds was born at Luke Field Hospital on July 14, 1922 to 
Army Air Corps Capt. Robert Olds & wife.  When he was 4, his moth-

er died and Robin became an “Army Brat,” contemplating  becoming 
a fly boy like his Dad.  Moving to Virginia he became the captain of 
the high school football team at 6‟2” 190 lbs and tried to join the 

RAF in 1939 at age 17.  His father refused to sign the papers and he 
then returned to the Millard Military Prep contemplating an assign-
ment to West Point.   Robin was accepted to the class of 1944 at 

West Point and during the ensuing years made All-American as a 
line-man.  With the advent of Pearl Harbor he was sent  to the Spar-
tan School of Aviation in Tulsa, OK for flight training.  Basic training 

ended by Christmas of 1942 & Robin was back at West Point hoping 
to graduate early due to the war, in June 1943.  Just before gradua-
tion Robin lost his Dad.  With graduation and new 2nd Lt. bars on 

his collar he is sent to Chandler, AZ for P-38 fighter training & then 
on to Muroc Dry Lake in the Mojave Desert.  Further training at Glen-
dale resulted in 1st Lt. bars and a frustrating extensive looking for a 

place to send a West Pointer for a flight commander position.  He is 
finally shipped overseas and arrives in Scotland and is now newly 
arrived at Wattisham, England and has finally seen action on D-Day.  

Aug. 1, 1944 comes and Robin is still frustrated with zero victories. 
Robin is now on patrol in France when he suddenly sees an oppor-
tunity…..resulting in downing his first two kills—Focke-Wulf 190s.  

Two weeks later.  On Aug. 25, 1944, 11 days after Robins first two 
victories the fighter group was destined to a sweep in front of a 
bomber group.  Robin was attempting to aid a fellow pilot when his 
plane went into compressibility and started a downward dive….the 

day ended with Robin scoring three more victories to make him the 
squadron‟s first ace.  They were now transitioning from Lightings to 

Mustang fighters and they have just accompanied a bomber flight-
close to Berlin, missing their timed assigned bomber group and now 
awaiting the fireworks…Noticing a camera had been placed in Rob-

in‟s wing just prior to his next bomber escort mission.  After a diffi-
cult camera bombing run Robin is now hi-tailing it for home… 

     Halfway home I got over my anger and started laughing. Hell, I was 
alive!  Shaken up yes, but perking right along with a healthy bird and 
plenty of gas.  I even shot up a train on the way out, so the mission was-

n‟t a total bust.  The rest of the trip home was abnormally peaceful. 
     `I buzzed across the Channel under a clear but cold blue sky.  There 
was the black-and-white lighthouse standing on Orford Ness, as always, 
a welcome checkpoint and comforting sight.  Then on up the river, a 
course of 265 from the fork, and gave Heater a call, “Cleared for initial 
runway 27?”  I made a low, fast breaks in a tight pattern, engine in idle 
all the way, exhaust popping and complaining, but letting it be known I 
wasn‟t adding power to make a correction, then rolled out just above the 
runway for a good three-pointer, and taxied around the west side to my 

parking spot, where Sgt. Wold and his crew waited. 
     I grinned under my oxygen mask when I saw Horton and Thomas 
waiting with Glen.  To my knowledge, they seldom ventured out onto 
the perimeter track.  Usually they were all geared up to ask their silly 
damned questions at the debriefing, where, when, what direction, what 
time, how many, etc., etc., but today, here they were, looking self con-
sciously nonchalant in their garrison wheel hats and shirt-and-tie uni-
forms. 

     I deliberately taxied into the hardstand the wrong way.  Glen saw 
what was happening and moved away from the two intelligence offic-
ers.  He flagged me in with a commendable flourish and grinned broad-
ly as I swung my tail around with a blast of throttle, sending those 
wheel hats off their heads across the grass and blowing a couple of 
neckties straight out in the prop wash.  It wasn‟t a nice thing to do to 
two good friends, now trying to keep their  balance, but look what the 
hell they had done to me ! 

     I took my time shutting down, unstrapping, filling out the forms, 
then taking an unnecessary leak behind the tail of my bird, and savoring 
the walk toward Don and Tommy with all the innocence I could muster 
as I buttoned my fly.  Don was already headed toward me. 
     “What’s up Don?” I asked.  “What're you two guys doing out here on 
the flight line/  Something special?”  Don didn‟t glare, but is look as a 
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captain very much senior to me was certainly expressive.  I could 
see Tommy suppressing a smile, so I knew I was in the driver‟s 
seat.  
     Don barked, “What about the pictures?  Did you get them?  Did 

the cameras work?  Are there—-?” 
     “Whoa!” I interrupted, “Let’s go on into your office and I’ll give 
you the whole report.”   
     God, I felt smug.  It was my turn, and it was gong to please me to 
pull Don‟s leg just as far as I possibly could.  He started to protest, but 
I was already climbing aboard the waiting jeep with my flight gear.  I 
saw an unfamiliar sergeant removing what had to be the film from that 
special camera in my bird, and I tried not to laugh out loud, thinking 

about what I was going to report for the benefit of all those staff peo-
ple up the line. 
    We drove around the perimeter track as the rest of the group re-
turned to base.  Aircraft hit the traffic pattern in twos and fours and I 
was a little happy to see no victory rolls.  That meant I hadn‟t missed 
anything interesting.   
     We entered Don‟s sanctuary and I took a chair opposite his desk.  
Don was almost twittering with impatience.  “Well, damn it, did you 

get the pictures or not?”   
     “I don’t know, Don.” 
     “What the hell do you mean, you don't know?” 
     “I mean I turned on the switches just like I was supposed to.  The 
BEFORE pass was a snap and the DURING pass sure got my atten-
tion, but I can’t know if that damned camera worked.  That’ your con-
cern, and  guess you won’t know till someone processes the film.  Oh, 
incidentally, I made only the first two passes, the BEFORE and DUR-

ING.  I skipped the AFTER.” 
     “Damn it!” they yelped.  They particularly wanted those AFTER 
pictures!  “Why didn‟t you get them  Why?  My God, 8th will be furi-
ous!” 
     “Well, Don, you can tell the people at 8th Air Force H.Q. that the  
BEFORE pictures are all they really need to look at.  The DURING 
and AFTER are exactly the same as the BEFORE.  And while you are 
at it, please tell someone down there at Wycombe Abbey to kiss my 
ass!” 

     October 30th brought a terrible disaster.  Good weather over Eng-
land, also forecast for Europe, turned deadly when the group encoun-
ter an immense front over Hamburg.  Col. Zemke, Lt. Col. Herren, 
and Lt. Holmes all went down in the turbulence.  They were last seen 
in the clouds in various stages of uncontrolled spins.  One guy wit-
nessed Zemke‟s wing being torn off.  No one had news of any safe 
landings or parachutes.  The pilots who made it home reported pulling 
9g‟s in recovery, and several of the planes were heavily damaged from 

the strain.  All of us were stunned to know we had lost our group and 
squadron commanders in one day.  Major Jeffrey quickly took over 
and tried to cheer us up, but we were devastated.  We had to go on.  
There were still missions ahead.  You can‟t survive as a fighter pilot if 
you dwell on your sorrow much past the first beer. 
 

       

All-American football player at West Point, 16 victories in 

WW II & Vietnam & married to a Hollywood movie star. 

Robin, in his proud-

est moment—being 
lifted on his Sqd.‟s 
shoulders after com-

pleting his 100th mis-
sion in Vietnam at 
age 44. 

 

  Col.  Robin Olds ...All-
American at West 
Point, 16 aerial victo-
ries in WW II & Vi-
etnam & married to a 
Hollywood movie star. 

(Continued next edition.) 

  He destroyed 30% of the enemy‟s MIG-
17s..”He was the bravest  Man I  

             have ever met!” …..  
  Ralph Wetterhahn, wingman. 
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    YESTERDAY‟S FLORIDA AVIATION HISTORY 
 

     Dec. 18. 1903,...The Wright Brothers fly the first heavier-than-air machine 

at Kitty Hawk, N.C.  

     Nov., 1909…”The Aero-Club of America” is organized to license pilots in 

1910.  Glenn Curtiss is issued license #1, Frank Lahn #2, Louis Paulham #3, 

the Wright Brothers #4 and #5.  Animosity builds in the Wright Brothers be-

cause Curtiss received a lower number. 

     1912...Miami—Glenn Curtiss asks the city to donate a landing field 200‟ 

wide and 800‟ long and pay the freight for four airplanes.  $4,000 is raised and 

the 4th landing field  in the U.S. and the first in the South begins operations in 

what is now downtown Miami. 

     May 17, 1913, Key West—Domingo Rosillo, flies from Key West to Ha-

vana, Cuba to claim the $10,000 prize as the first man to fly the Florida Straits. 

     Oct. 1, 1915 ...New York—Tony Jannus sails for Archangel, Russia as 

Curtiss representative.  He meets Charles Witmer and is sent to Sebastopol. 

     1916...Leesburg, FL.—Col. George E. Lowell, Jr., becomes the first Flo-

ridian to become an Army pilot.  In St. Augustine an  aviation school is formed 

to train Canadian pilots.  The “Little Links Golf course” is taken over by the 

Army. 

     April 1, 1916...Sebastopol, Russia—Tony Jannus arrives here for the 

second time after only 10 days in the U.S.  This was due to injuries to his relief 

pilot Theodore C. McCauley who crashed his Curtiss H-7 TB into the Potomac 

River near Mt. Vernon. 

     Nov. 6, 1916, St. Petersburg, FL...Part-owner McLain of the Florida air-

boat dies.  The plane was stored at 2nd Ave., North and 2nd St., St.Petersburg, 

it‟s present whereabouts remains a mystery.   In Pensacola Wallis Warfield 

Spencer returns to town married to Navy pilot Earl Winfield Spencer.  She 

later will marry the King of England. 

     Dec. 1919...St. Petersburg, FL...Albert Whitted returns home and estab-

lishes a  cycle shop selling Indian motorcycles.  He builds a hangar at the 

Vinoy Yacht basin where he flies his seaplane “Blue Bird” for hire. 

     Dec. 17, 1925...Jacksonville—Anthony Fokker arrive at 10:40 am at Camp 

Johnson after flying from Mitchel Field, N.Y.  He is flying a 3-engine Fokker 

F-7 with 10 passengers including Harry Bruno, Juan Trippe and John Hamble-

ton, officials of the Aviation Corporation of America.  They will later form 

“Florida Airways.”   

FLORIDA AVIATION (AEROSPACE) 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
Membership Application Form 

********************* 

Membership:  Individual $20; Gift Subscriptions $10 

Contributing Member, $25; Benefactor, $100 and up. 

 

Those with Winter-Summer (2) addresses, must notify the 

FAHS when they change residencies.  

 

ENCLOSED FIND________dollars to cover my membership. 

 

NAME…………………………………………………………... 

ADRESS…………………………………………………………. 

 

Nine number ZIP Code…………………………….. 

Internet Address: 

Phone: 

Comments: 
 

Send dues to: 
FAHS, 451 8th Ave. S.E., St. Petersburg,  FL.., 33701 

**************************      
 

VOLUNTARY QUESTIONAIRE:  Are you  a pilot?  Y___N___;  

Are you a Veteran?  Y___ N___;  If yes, which war:  WW II___, Korean 
War___?  Vietnam  War?___Cold War?___Iraq  Wars?_______;  

Flying  Hours____________Highest rating or rank?_______________.  
What is the Month & Day of your birth?_________Year optional___  
      

FLORIDA AVIATION HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
 451 8th Ave. S.E. 

St. Petersburg, FL., 33701 
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FAHS MEETINGS FOR   

       1st  Saturday, 11 am   Monthly meeting of the FAHS at 

AWAPs, 4511 8th Ave., SE, Albert Whitted Airport, St. Peters-
burg, FL, all  invited.  
       1st Saturday, 2nd, 11 am.  Monthly meeting of the FAHS at 

AWAPS. All invited. 
     Informal Luncheon “Hangar Flying” each Wednesday noon 
at  the Largo Family Restaurant, 788 N. Missouri Ave., Largo, 

Fl. 33770, Phone: 727 584 7330. 

 

Follow your dreams 


