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     Key West, Florida, Feb. 28, 1942...A lookout at American Shoals 

light off the Florida coast heard gunfire today and saw a merchant ship 

turn and begin to list.  He reported a submarine attack and a PBY flying 

boat was dispatched from Key West to investigate.  

     An hour and a half later, the pilot reported a periscope and dropped 

two depth charges.  The cutter Triton and the destroyer Hamilton and a 

patrol boat (PC 449) were dispatched to the area and commenced an 

attack after the destroyers sound man reported he had contact with a  

submarine.  The Triton’s Captain reported, “Where the starboard Y -gun 

charge exploded an unusual agitation was observed, with quantities of 

air and foam coming up.  In a few seconds a large black object, project-

ing two feet out of the water and tapering 20 feet back to the water , 

arose in the center of the area, and then slipped back under.” 

     The ship captains reported:  One U-boat sunk, one U-boat badly 

damaged.”  In the debr iefing that followed, the pilot and co-pilot of 

the patrol bomber had sworn they saw the submarine before they 

dropped their depth charges.  But the port blister gunner had also looked 

down and what he saw was a whale. 

     The claims of Hamilton and Triton were quietly forgotten—the 

whales had taken a dreadful beating that day.  However, the Germans 

did not move into the Gulf Sea Frontier in any force until Admiral Doe-

nitz realized that the organization of coastal convoys along the N.E. U.S 

coast made a southward shift of U-boats desirable.  In May 1942, losses 

in the Gulf Sea Frontier jumped to 41 ships almost double the Eastern 

Sea Frontier losses in April 1942. 

     Meanwhile, earlier on May 9, 1941, Kapitanleutnant Fritz-Julius 

Lemp peered through the periscope of submarine U-110.   Through the 

narrow lens, which surfaced just above the choppy sea south of Iceland, 

he could see a convoy of British ships bound for Nova Scotia. 

     Lemp’s wartime service with the German sub fleet was brief and 

glorious.  In 10 wartime patrols he had sunk 20 ships and damaged an-

other four.  Less than a year into the war,  and all before he had turned 

27, he had been presented with the Iron Cross and the Knight’s Cross—

among the most prestigious awards available to German military men.        

 It was a wonder anyone volunteered to serve on submarines.  

It was an uncomfortable and highly dangerous life.  But the reason they 

did volunteer was that subs were devastatingly effective.  In the course 

of the war , German U-boats sank 2,603 cargo ships and 175 of their 

warship escorts.  But for such success they paid a terrible price.  More 

than two out of three U-boats were sunk, taking about 26,000 subma-

riners to the bottom of the  sea. 

     U-boats kept in touch with their H.Q. via radio.  Here they would 

report their own positions and progress, and receive instructions on 

where to head next.  Such reports were sent in code...it was a code that  
 

 LATE BREAKING NEWS 
 

     Lakeland, Florida, April 6, 2022...The Flor ida Aviation  

Historical Society in association with the Sun ‘n Fun Florida 

Air Museum formally inducted four new applicants belatedly 

into the Florida Aviation Hall of Fame today in the presence of 

over one-hundred families & well wishers.  Opening remarks & 

recognitions were made by Sun ‘n Fun Director John “Lites” 

Leehouts.   

     The inductees were voted into the Hall of Fame in 2020 but 

the actual induction was postponed due to the Covin-19 pan-

demic 

     Those inducted included Col. Joseph Kinego, Air Force vet-

eran; the late acrobatic pilot Jessie Woods who was represented 

by Mary Fletcher, President of the FAHS; the late aviatrix 

Gladys “Penny” Thompson, r epresented by her  son, (who 

nostalgically kissed the photo of his honored mother),  and the 

late Laurie Yonge, represented by his son Laurie Yonge Jr. 

     Terri Griner, Director  of the FAHS acted as Mistress of 

Ceremonies. Kermit Weeks (Class of 2008) and Dr,  Warren 

Brown (Class of 2018) were in the audience. 

     The ceremony was followed by a private dinner. 

                          

                   ******************************* 
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code books and coding machinery. Lemp shook his head, and gestered 

impatiently, “The ship’s sinking”  (meaning we won’t have to).  Below 

deck, the last few left aboard opened valves to flood their sub to made 

sure it realty did sink.  Then they too jumped into the freezing sea.  

     Aboard HNS Bulldog, steaming in to ram the U-110, its captain Cdr. 

Joe Baker-Cresswell had a sudden change of heart.  When he could see 

that the members of the enemy crew were throwing themselves off their 

vessel, he ordered his ship to reverse engines and it slowed down to a 

halt.  Then the destroyer Aukbretia pulled  up nearby to rescue the craw.  

It had been her depth charges that had done so much damage.  As Lemp 

struggled to stay afloat they noticed to their horror that the sub was not 

going to sink after all.  Clearly something had stopped the water from 

pouring in.   Lemp shouted over that they should try to climb back to 

sink their boat.  But just then a vast rolling wave swept over them and 

the U-boat was carried out of reach.  The crew had missed their chance.  

Most of the men survived in the water long enough to be picked up.  

Lemp was not one of them.  

     From the bridge of HMS Bulldog, Baker-Cresswell surveyed the sub.  

It was floating low in the water, but did not look as if it would sink.  Its 

crew had been killed or were being rescued.  It seemed likely to have 

been abandoned.  So he decided to send in a small boarding party.   This 

unenviable job went to 20year-old Sub-Lt. David Balme.  Together with 

8 volunteers, Balme clambered aboard a small boat, lowered from the 

Bulldog, and set across the choppy sea.   .  Even if no one was still on 

board, it was standard practice on an abandoned sub to set off explosives 

on a timed fuse, or flood the boat, to prevent it from falling into enemy 

hands  Beside, if the crew had completely abandoned it, it  was probably 

taking in water fast, and could sink at any moment. 

     So, expecting to die from either a bullet or an explosion,, or in a cur-

rent of water, Bahme lurched off his boat and onto the slippery deck.  

His men followed but no sooner had the last man clambered  aboard than 

a wave picked up their boat and smashed it into pieces on the deck of the 

sub.  This was not a good omen.  

      Balme swung down into the interior, expecting a bullet but there was 

no one there to greet him.  The others briskly followed.  The U-110 was 

completely deserted.  Quickly Balme’s party began to search the boat for 

documents, knowing it could still sink or explode at any moment.  Their 

courage was richly rewarded.  inside the radio operator’s cabin was a 

sealed envelope containing codes and other useful documents such as 

signal logs, code instruction procedures and further code books.  But 

there was also a machine that looked like a strange sort of typewriter.  It 

had a keyboard, and one of the men pressed a letter on it.  A light on a 

panel above the keyboard flickered on.  The thing was still plugged in!  It 

dawned on Balme that it was a coding machine.  Four screws held it to 

the side of the cabin.  These were quickly removed and the devices was 

carefully removed.   

     An explosion never came, but the bow of the ship suddenly lurched 

into the air, throwing them down through the deck sections but there 

were other things to worry about.   The Bulldog  and other ships guard-

ing the convoy, had gone off to chase other subs.  If the U-110 sank in 

the meantime they had no boat, and no immediate chance of rescue.   

     Finally, Bulldog returned.  When Balme’s men had finished their 

search, a boat was sent to collect them, then a tow rope was   attached to 

 U-110 .  The following morning, in rough seas the sub finally sank 

     News that they had captured a coding machine caused a sensation at 

had incessantly perplexed the British.  Their intelligence service had set 

up a special code-breaking department at Bletchley Park, Buckingham-

shire, to try to break it.  If the British knew where the U-boats were, or 

where they were going they could avoid them or hunt them down.   For 

an island so dependent on food and material brought in by cargo ships 

cracking the German navy code became one of the most vital tasks of 

the war.  

     On that May morning, Lemp was uneasy.  He did not usually carry 

out daytime attacks, especially on convoys protected by warship es-

corts.  It was far more difficult to such escorts to locate his submarine 

during a night attack.  But his fear of losing contact with his quarry 

overrode such considerations.  Just before noon, U-110 unleashed three 

torpedoes.  Two hit home, sending towering columns of spray into the 

air by the side of two unlucky ships.  But when Lemp ordered a fourth 

torpedo to be fired, it failed to leave its launch tube. 

     This minor mishap soon added up to a major disaster for U-110.  

When a torpedo is fired, water is immediately pumped into the forward 

ballast tanks, to compensate for the missing weight and keep the sub-

marine level under the water.  So, even though the torpedo failed to 

leave its tube, water still poured into the front of the vessel, unbalanc-

ing the submarine.  Inside U-110 the crew fought to regain control. 

     During the ensuing disorder, several British warships charged to-

ward the U-boat.  Only when Lmep had regained control of his sub did 

he check his periscope.  Seeing a warship bearing down on him, he 

immediately decided to dive deeper—the standard procedure for a  sub 

under attack.  But it was too late.  Inside the crew listened to the dull 

throbbing of approaching propeller blades.  Then came two splashes as 

a couple of depths charges were pitched overboard.   

     When the explosions came with a huge thunderous peal, the sub 

rocked to and fro as it if caught in a hurricane.  The main lights went 

out, and for a few seconds there was a deathly total darkness.  Then, 

blue emergency lighting flickered on.  As their eyes adjusted to the dim 

light, terrified and disoriented men looked over to their captain for 

reassurance. 

     Now, a deathly hush settled on the sub, only disturbed by the occa-

sional ominous creaking and damage reports from other parts of the 

boat.  Neither depth charge had hit the submarine directly, but the dam-

age they caused was still considerable.  The batteries had been contami-

nated with seawater and were now giving off poisonous chlorine gas.   

Worst of all, a steady hissing sound indicated that compressed air con-

tainers were leaking.   Without this air, the sub would not be able to 

blow water out of its ballast tanks and get to the surface.   “All we can 

do is wait,” he told his men.   “I want you all to think of home, or 

something beautiful.” 

     But, just as the men were convinced they were going to die, U-110 

began to rock gently to and fro.  A huge wave of relief swept through 

the men.  This was a motion the crew all recognized—their  submarine 

was bobbing on the surface.  Lemp, announced, “Last stop!  Everyone 

out!”  In a well-rehearsed drill, the crew headed for their exit hatches 

and poured out on to the deck.  

     But their troubles were not yet over.  As they filled their lungs with 

fresh sea air, three warships were fast bearing down on them, intending 

to ram the sub.  Shells and bullets were whizzing by.  Men jumped 

overboard and drowned, others were killed by the shells that rained 

down on them.  Amid the wild confusion, one of the ship's radio opera-

tors found Lemp and asked him whether he should destroy the ship’s 
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 the Admiralty—British naval H.Q.  Signals were quickly sent out order-

ing Baker Creswell and his crew to maintain the strictest secrecy.  When 

Bulldog  reached the navy base of Scapa Flow in Scotland, two naval 

intelligence officers immediately came on board, eager to examine the 

items Balme’s party had seized.  What especially thrilled them waa the 

code machine  “We’ve waited the whole war for one of these,” said one.  

The documents also excited great interest.  

     Enigma, invented in 1919 by German engineer Arthur Scherbius, was 

a remarkable machine.  Each keystroke, even of the same key, produced a 

different letter.  If the operator pressed three Ps, for example, the rotating 

wheels could produce three different letters—K, J and F, for example.  

Even on machines with three wheels, it would  not begin to produce the 

same sequence for the she same letter until the key had been pressed 

16,900 times.  This was when the internal mechanism returned to its origi-

nal position.   

     The machine captured by Balme, and all the accompanying maerial, 

was sent at once to Bletchley Park.  This grand mansion and its grounds 

had been set up as British intelligence’s code-breaking H.Q. in 1939, just 

before the start of the war.  Most of the work was done in a makeshift 

collection of prefab huts, with trestle tables and collapsible chairs.  It was 

staffed by some of the greatest mathematical brains in the country.  Chief 

among them was Alan Turing, a Cambridge and Princeton University 

professor.  His ground-breaking work into decoding, Enigma messages, 

using primitive computers, led directly to the kind of  computers we all 

use today.  

     Turing’s team had a gargantuan task.  The Enigma code was complex 

enough to begin with, but to make it even more difficult the code was 

changed every day and coding procedures were regularly updated.  In the 

course of the war, the Enigma machines themselves also went through 

several design improvements.  On top of all this, at the height of the con-

flict 2,000 messages a day, from all branches of the German  armed force 

s, were being sent to Bletchley for decoding.  

     In 1997 Balme recalled:  I still wake up at night, 56 years later, to find 

myself going , down that ladder.”  But, thanks to the courage of men like 

him the staff of Bletchley Park were provided with vital further opportuni-

ties to break their enemy’s code and win the war.  

***********************************************************                                                                                                                                                                                                  

       ALBERT WHITTED AIRPORT, ST. PETERSBURG...Named in 

honor of former Navy aviator Albert Whitted, killed in a 1923 airplane 

crash over Pensacola Bay.  Whitted Airport opened in 1927 n the site of  a 

former landfill in Tampa Bay.  U.S. Coast Guard antisubmarine patrols 

over the Gulf of Mexico began operating from this site in 1939.  Using 

Stearman and Waco biplanes, Whitted became a Naval V-5 pilot primary 

training facility in 1942.  With the end of hostilities, this site reverted to 

today’s civilian use as  Albert Whitted Municipal Airport.       

        

 
      

ALAN TURING,  
The Brain behind Solving the 

Enigma Mystery 
****************** 

     Alan Turing, 1912-1954, was a 

brilliant mathematician.  Born in 

London in 1912, he studied at both 

Cambridge and Princeton universi-

ties.  He was already working part 

time for the British Governments’ 

Code and Cypher School before WW 

II broke out in 1939.  Turing took up 

a fulltime role at Bletchley Park 

where work was carried out to  

decipher the military codes used by 

Germany. 

      The main focus of Turing’s work 

at Bletchley was in cracking the 

Enigma code.  The Enigma was a tyke of enciphering machine used by 

the German armed forces to send messages securely.  Although Polish 

mathematicians had worked out how to read Enigma messages and had 

shared this information with the British, the Germans increased its secu-

rity at the outbreak of war by changing the cipher system daily.  This 

made the task of understanding the code even more difficult. 

     Turing also worked to decrypt the more complex German naval com-

munications that had defeated many at Bletchley and the need to under-

stand what signals were crucial.  With the help of captured Enigma 

material and Turing’s work in developing a technique he called 

“Banburismus,” the naval Enigma messages were readable from 1941.   

     He headed the “Hut8” team at Bletchley, which carried out crypta-

nalysis of all German naval signals.  This meant that apart from during a 

period in 1942 when the code became unreadable—Allied convoys 

could be directed away from the U-boat wolf-packs.  Turin’s role was 

pivotal in help to the Allies during the Battles of the Atlantic. 

     Turing traveled to the U.S. in Dec. 1942, to advise US military intel-

ligence in the use of the code machines and to share his knowledge of 

Enigma .  Whilst there, he also saw the latest American progress on  top 

secret speech enciphering systems.  Turing returned to Bletchley in 

March 1943, where he  continued his work. 

     In 1954, he was found dead from cyanide poisoning.  An inquest  

ruled that it was suicide.  He was 42. 

     The legacy of Alan Turing’s life and work did not fully come to light 

until long after his death.  His impact on computer science has been 

widely acknowledged: the annual “Turing Award” has been the highest 

accolade in that industry since 1966.  But the work of Bletchley Park—

and Turing’s role in the cracking the Enigma code was kept secret until 

the 1970s, while the full story was not known until the 1990s.  It has 

been estimated that the effort of Turing and his fellow code-breakers 

shortened the war by several years.  What is certain is that they saved 

countless lives and helped to determine the course and outcome of the 

conflict. 

*********************************************************  

THE BLIMP VS. U-BOAT BATTLE 
     On July 18, 1943, the U.S. Navy Blimp K-74 engaged the German 

submarine U-134 off Islamorada in the Florida Keys.  The K-74 was 

patrolling the Florida Straits for enemy subs, protecting two merchant 

ships behind it.  It carried a crew f 10, commanded by Lt. Nelson Grills. 

     At11:30 p.m., the crew spotted U-124.  Grills began an attack on the 

German vessel at 11:50.  While machine guns from the blimp strafed 

the sub, German deck guns scored several hits on the U.S. airship, dam-

aging it s engines.  The Americans sent distress signals and attempted to 

bomb the sub, but the bombs remained stuck in their rack.  Within 5 

minutes the blimp slowly fell to the sea and settled into the water.  The 

crew spent the night near their blimp, which sank the following morn-

ing.  The men were rescued by the U.S.S. Dahlgren, but not before Petty 

Officer Isadore Stessel was attacked and killed by a shark.   

   The U-134, its main ballast and diving tanks damaged, was ordered to 

France but was sunk enroute.  Grills received the Purple Heart  & later 

the Distinguished Flying Cross.  
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The FAHS encourages you t use this column to advertise. There 

is no charge to Society members 

 
     EARHART, The Truth at Last, 2nd Edition, by FAHS’ Mike Campbell.  The 

long held secrets exposed.  A must read.  370 pages filled with top-secret information.  

Contact www.sunburypress.com, or amagon.com, price, $19.95. 
      AVON PARK Air Force veterans...Kathy Couturier  is wr iting a book on the 

history of the Avon Park AF Range in Florida, and she would like to interview you.  

Her phone:  863 452 4288, email: kathy.couturier.ctr@us.af.mil    
Several original, limited prints by famed ar tists (Taylor , Trudigan, etc.) Me109, 

The Battle of Britain, framed, signed, $300, negotiable.  Paul Leaser, 1829 Foxboro Ct., 

Oldsmar, FL. 34670, phone: 727 781 6569.  
         “Letters From the Cockpit,” by FAHS’ Neil Cosentino. 110 pages of sheer  

delight (?) from Vietnam to the Bahamas, interesting tidbits of a man who’s experi-

enced the life you wished you had spent.  Contact Neil for details, 813 784 4669.      
   “ON GOD’S WINGS,” A daughter ’s inspirational story of her  Dad and his mir -

acle, by Teri Louden, $24.95, call 619 894 8374.   

          Bill Dyer Jr., would like to purchase Book 3 of “CLOUD COUNTRY by 
Jimmie Mattern.  It was written about 1936. Bill Dyer, Jr.,  1607 Cambridge Dr., Kin-

ston, NC 28504. 

 FROM CROP DUSTER TO AIRLINE CAPTAIN, The biography of FAHS’ and 
the Florida Aviation Hall of Fame’s Capt. LeRoy Brown assisted by FAHS member Dr. 

Leo F. Murphy.  Hard cover, 218 pages, ISBN 10-1-60452-076-0, price $34.  Order on 

line at www.bluewaterpress.com/captain.com or autographed by Capt. Brown at P.O. 
Box 144, Zellwood FL., 32798.        

             LAND OF THE MORNING CALM...A story of a war  that could have 

been but wasn’t.  All about a cable set in motion by the firing of Douglas MacArthur 
that attempts to reignite a conflict in Korea 20 years later.  The plot is foiled by an 

unlikely love affair.  $13.95, email varnerjr@verizon.net               

     NEW BOOK “The Making of St. Petersburg, Florida,” by Will Michaels.  In-
cludes Chapters on the First Airline, Babe Ruth in St. Pete, The Pier, and many more.  

For a signed copy contact wmichaels2@tampabay.rr.com $25 (includes post)). 

       THE TRUE STORY OF CATCH 22, by Patr icia Meder , daughter  of the final 
commander of the 340th Bomb Group, fictional setting of Joseph Heller’s book, Catch 

22.  Any resemblance to persons living or dead in Meder’s book is in fact actual.  . 240 
pages, available from Amazon.  

 “375 YEARS OF THE AMERICAN CITIZEN SOLDIER“....published by FAHS’ 

Britt Borchiardy.  The story of America’s militia, the “National Guard.“  178 pages.  
Contact  Smyrna Media Group, P.O. Box 1061, Clearwater, FL. 33757,  This is a must 

for history buffs— book available FREE  on the internet by downloading: http://

www.SmyrnaMediaGroup.com/#links   
     FORT WAYNE AVIATION,  Baer Field & Beyond,” by FAHS’ Roger  Myers, 

130 photos.  Price $24 includes P & H.  Phone: 260 747 4775; E-mail ROGER-

FORTWAYNE@2AOL.COM.  Roger is a former WW II bombardier.           
                 “BEFORE THEY WERE THE BLACK SHEEP”  By Carl Dunbar , 

Univ. Press of Florida, ISBN 978-0-8130-3725-7, 305 pgs., hardback, $32., “”A must 

read for young Navy officers as they enter aviation training.”        
      “TONY, AN EXTRAORDINARY LIFE,”  By FAHS member  Patr ick Lem-

mon.  The story of Tony Jannus as it should have happened.  The book uses historical 

data and puts them into a story-book form.  Should be able to pick up at Amazon.com: 
ISBN 978 0 9814956 0 6, or by writing “Fiction Publishing, 5626 Travelers  Way, Ft. 

Pierce, FL. 34982 or email: fiction ub@bellsouth.net.    

      “COME UP AND GET ME,”  FAHS’ own Col. Joe Kittinger’s new book, available 
from Amazon.com for about $25.  For details:  hisfits@earthlink.net.  

         ANGEL ON MY WING by FAHS’s  Lt.Col. Richard B. Lewis—memoirs of 

missions during 8th AF, 493rd BG,. 862nd BS during WWII  (35 missions).  Newly re-
published—6 x 9, 122 pages, color, personally signed, $14.95 + shipping.    Email: 

aomwing@aol.com, www.angelonmywing.com, check to 9211 Spyglass Court, Jack-

sonville, FL. 32256, Also Ebay.  
     JACKIE COCHRAN, soft cover  now available, $24.95 by Dor is Rich.  288 

pages, ISBN 978-0-8130-3506-2.  Jackie is a member of the Florida. Aviation Hall of 

Fame.  Orders 800 226 3822 or www.UPF.com 
      “Hagler Field, A History of Pensacola’s Airport,”  A new book by FAHS’ Leo F. 

Murphy.  Full color soft book chronicles the history of military & civilian landplane 

operations in Pensacola..  Available at $29.95 (no shipping charge to FAHS members) 
or by writing Leo at  P. O. Box 7176, Daytona Beach, FL. 32116; email: leomur-

phy18@gmail.com or phone 850 341 6400.. 

     HEDGEHOPPING AVIATION, A Book For Pilots By a Pilot...by FAHS’ Clyde 
E. Roach, ISBN: 978-1-4389-6137-8, also “Confessions of an Airline Pilot” 37 years 

with Eastern Airlines….contact:  ceroach1921@gmail.com      

     -          “THE GOLDEN AGE OF FLYING”, Frontier Air Lines 1946-1986, by Capt. 
Tex Searle.  E-mail: texsearle@msn.com, available at Barnes & Noble and Amazon. 

and former PAA Captain David McLay, P.O. Box 7170 Safety Harbor, FL., 34695.. 

      

EXTRAORDINARY PLANES, EXTRAORDINARY PIOTS...softbound, 128  
pages depicting unique flight test aircraft and flight test techniques.  Descriptions &  

photos of the aircraft and tests and some of the test pilots. Fundraiser for the charitable 

arm of the Society of Experimental Test Pilots.  Order by phone: 301 769-4881, email 
skyrydrs2@earthlink.net.  Price not given. 

‘BORN TO FLY”... by Capt. Pete Vandersluis.  Soft cover  314 pgs. With over  50 

photos.  Book covers pilot from a high school drop-out to 757 Eastern Captain who 
worked 6  airlines and was  involved in 4 hijackings. Includes experience as an air  

show pilot and tells about the misleading actions of the unions representing employees.  

Send $25 to Captain Pete Vandersluis, 1791 Earhart Court, Daytona Beach, FL 32128, 
email:  www.authorstobelievein.com       FIRST FLIGHT SOCIETY in Kitty Hawk, NC 

is looking for new members.  You will receive 4 newsletters covering society events plus 

other interesting articles.  Send check  $35 to FFS, PO Box 1903, Kitty Hawk, NC 27949.     
     “SEA DART,” by FAHS member  B.J . Long, the story of the exper imental  

supersonic seaplane interceptor.  73 pages soft cover.  ISBN 0-942612-23-X.  Details:  

Steve Ginter, 1754 Warfield Cir., Simi Valley, CA 93063.       
                ‘MY LIFE IN THE SKY,” by FAHS’ Capt. Ed. Mitchell.  His story of 

flying in the first B-29 raid over Japan since the Doolittle raid, through his experiences 

flying for Seaboard World Airlines.  To order, send check for $18.00 (postage  
included) to Ed Mitchell, 742 Arbordale Court, Englewood, FL., 34223. 

                “FLORIDA’S AVIATION HISTORY,” 2nd edition.  350 pages,  

includes databank chronology, by FAHS News Editor, Warren Brown.  $15, to  
P.O. Box 127, Indian Rocks, FL., 33785. 

            “IT’S BEST TO BE LUCKY,” the combat exper iences of FAHS member  

Curtis C. Truver in Korea flying F-80s and F-86s and in Vietnam flying the F4Cs.   
Send $10.50 to the author at 4152 Prima Vista Circle, Jacksonville, Fl., 32217. 

          FORD In The Service of America, ISBN 978-0-7864-4485-4, soft cover, 70 
photos.  $40, including postage & taxes.  Relates the entire story of Ford’s  

contribution to winning both WW I and WW II.   Tim O’Callaghan, P.O. Box 512,  

Northville, MI 48167.  Web page: www.fordatwar.com 
     THE BLIMP GOES TO WAR,” 90 minute VHS video documentary produced  

by FAHS member, Richard G. Van Treuren.  $35, to Atlantis Productions, P.O. Box 

700, Edgewater, FL. 32132. 
           “AMERICAN AIRSHIP BASES AND FACILITIES,” a  book by James R. 

Shock. Write: Atlantis Productions, P.O. Box 700, Edgewater, FL. 32132,  $35. 

          PAN AMERICAN WORLD AIRWAYS relics, insignias, timetables,  
posters, flight manuals, postcards, labels, photos.  Trades available.  Contact FAHS  

member and former PAA Captain David McLay, P.O. Box 170 Safety Harbor, FL., 

34695.. 
     HISTORIC FLIGHTS...quality photos of Space Shuttle launches and landings 

and close-up static pad photos by FAHS’ “Man at the Cape,” John Salisbury.  Write  

John at 461 Vihlen Rd., Sanford, FL., 32771 or phone 407 322 1085. 
     “      THE B-26 MARAUDER HISTORICAL SOCIETY, To insure This Air-

craft’s Rightful Recognition .  $45/Yr. or $80/2Yrs...Send to MHS HDQTRS 3900 E. 

Timrod St., Tucson, AZ 85711-4170.  E-Mail Admin@b-26MHS.org     
            VALIENT AIR COMMAND.  Preserving history for  the future .   

Membership available, donations welcome.  Warbird Museum open, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

daily.  Contact Lloyd Morris,  407 268 1941 or write 6600 Tico Rd., Titusville, FL., 
32780. 

     THE FLORIDA AIR MUSEUM AT SUN’N FUN is looking for  members and 

volunteers to help maintain Florida’s official “Air Museum.”  To become a member,  
send $35 to P.O. Box 7670, Lakeland, FL. 33807-7670; phone 863 648 9264.  The  

Museum is located on Lakeland’s Airport.  This is the cousin-organization of the  

FAHS, since we both have a joint-relationship with the Florida Aviation Hall of  
Fame and Florida aviation archives, both located in the Museum.  

          “AVIATION IN FLORIDA,”  by FAHS member Keven M. McCarthy.  174  

pages, hardback, $18.95 plus postage.  ISBN 1-56164-281-9.  Write Pineapple Press, 
 P.O. Box 3889, Sarasota, FL., 34230. 

     “FLYING MACHINES OVER PENSACOLA,” by FAHS’ retired USN CDR,  

Dr.   Details the early history of Naval Aviation in Pensacola to 1929.    
ISBN 0-9743487-0-8.  Price $19.95 + free shipping..  Priority mail, $4.  Write, P.O.  

Box 7176, Daytona Beach, FL. 32116; Phone: 850 341 6400; email: leomur-

phy18@gmail.com  
     Like WW I  flying?  Try FAHS Editor ’s ChildY ank Over the Rainbow, 1918,  

the true story of American pilot Col. Joe Boudwin, 5 victories, flying over the US  

42nd Rainbow Division in 1918.  Price: $15, postage included, P.O. Box 127, Indian 
Rocks Beach, FL., 33785.   

     “The History of Alaska Airlines, The First Eleven Years 1932-1943,” by Kathy  

Mills Rozzini.  Contact Kathy at 206 713 4283..   
      “Echoes From Vietnam” by Christopher  Adams, is a factual different account  

by the disposable airborne soldiers who served in Vietnam.  Their stories are raw and 

 real, the horrors of the War are revealed in an unembellished prose that will enable  
the reader to understand the reality of these disposable soldiers and the hell they sur-

vived...or didn’t.  ISBN 9781950075140 (Available through the FAHS). 

     LOGBOOK, Great Aviation History...4 quar ter ly issues covering the entire  
panorama of aviation history...Subscription rate:$20 — 4 issues.   

Write: LOGBOOK, P.O. Box 31, Pensacola, FL. 32591-9963,  
Phone: 850 285 0126;www.logbookmag.com 



NEW MEMBERS* & RENEWALS 

Hansen, Hal Sandy, Utah Shinn, W.H. Charlotte,NC 
May, Joseph Gainesville, FL       Renninger, Jim,  O.Park, FL 
Ettinger, Emily Encino, CA Warren Brown,  L.Vegas, NV.        
Kittinger, Joe Altamontes S. Van Ness, Lee Largo, F.  
Rutland, Hal St. Pete, FL. Liller, Sara Riverview, FL      
Weller, Reginald Green Cove, S. Wisconsin Hist.  Wisconsin        
Strachan, Barbara Largo, FL. Griffin, Milo Trinity, F  
Edmunds, Ed Jasper, GA 

 

LOST MEMBERS, UNABLE TO DELIVER 
       Incomplete     

NEW ADDRESS 
Incomplete 

 
GONE WEST: None reported. 

GIFTS TO THE SOCIETY 
Incomplete 

BENEFACTOR SOCIETY MEMBERS FOR 2018 (donations of $100+) 
  Barbara Edmunds Jasper, GA 
  Renninger, James Orange P. Fl 
  Emily Ettinger  Encino, CA 
  Sara Liller  Riverview, Fl 
  
NOTICE  We have had a recent change at the Treasurer’s post.   
If you paid your dues and are not listed above please drop us a 

line at:   
FAHS, AWAPS, Albert Whitted Airport, 451 8th Ave., SE., 

St. Petersburg, FL. 33701. 
 
 
 ************************************************************* 

 

STORY OF THE MONTH   
“O.K. you’re hired,” said the busy executive, moving around his desk toward the 

buxom young female..  “Now would you like to try for a raise?” 

 

 

 

 

FLORIDA AVIATION HALL OF FAME 
Located at the Florida  Air Museum at Sun ‘n Fun, Lakeland, FL.   

 
Douglas Baker, test pilot (2003); George “Ted” Baker, founder of National 

Airlines (2004); Thomas W. Benoist,  pioneer aircraft builder (2011); Jacqueline Cochran, 
pioneer aviatrix (2003); Leroy Brown, native pioneer Floridian, crop-duster, airline pilot 

and leader in the U.S. Airline Industry Museum project (2009); Dr. Warren J. Brown, flight 
surgeon & aviation journalist (2018);  Gen. Daniel “Chappie”James, Jr. Fighter Pilot; 
(2019); Cooper, Marian, Movie Director and PAA board member  (2015); Glenn 

Curtiss, pioneer pilot, inventor and founder of three Florida cities (2006);  Jimmy 
Doolittle, pioneer pilot and war hero (2007); Amelia Earhart, Pioneer aviatrix lost on 
round-the-world flight in 1937 (2010);  Percival Fansler, founder of the World’s First Airline 
(2003);  Chalmers H. Goodlin, fighter pilot WW 2 and test pilot (2005); George Halde-

man, test pilot and holder of numerous records (2006);   Billy Henderson , Sun’n 
Fun Founder (2015); Ed Hoffman Sr. (2008), pioneer pilot; Mary Francis Housley, heroic 

flight attendant  (2016)Billie Henderson (2015) Sun’n Fun founder; Howard Hughes , 
pioneer pilot and movie producer (2007) ; Jack Hunt, Navy blimp record holder & founding 

president Embry-Riddle University (2011); Antony H. Jannus, pilot of the 1st Airline 
(2003); Johnson, Howard “Scrappy”,  test pilot (2015; Colin Kelly, 1st WW II hero 
(2011);  Kinego, Col. Joseph (2020) (Blackbird SR-71 pilot; Joseph W. Kittinger, Jr., 

balloonist and test pilot (2003); William Krusen, pioneer Florida airman (2011); Lee 
Lauderback, test pilot, air showman (2019);  Col. & Mrs. Charles A. Lindbergh, pio-
neer pilots (2004); Lewis Maytag, CEO of National Airlines (2007) ; David McCampbell, 

USN pilot, Medal of Honor winner with 34 victories over the Japanese (2010);  A.B. 
McMullen, builder of many of Florida's airports (2004); Capt. Dick Merrill, airline 

pilot (2014);  Zack Mosley creator of “Smilin’ Jack;”  (2008);  Curtis Pitts, acrobatic pilot 
(2014); James Ray, WW II bomber pilot & philanthropist (2016); Charles E. Rich-
bourg, Navy test pilot (2006); Edward Vernon Rickenbacker, CEO of Eastern Air 

Lines (2003); John Paul Riddle, founder of Embry-Riddle University (2005);  
Lawrence Sperry, Inventor of the auto-pilot, turn & bank indicator and artificial horizon 
(2011); Betty Skelton, acrobatic aviatrix;  Russell St. Arnold Pioneer Pilot (2019); 

Nicole Stott, Astronaut (2011); Gladys “Pennie”  Thompson (2020), Pioneer aviatrix;  
Paul W. Tibbets, Jr., pilot of the B-29 which dropped the Hiroshima atomic bomb 

(2005); Juan Terry Trippe, founder of Pan American World Airways (2003); Phil 
Waldman, ferry pilot (2016);  Kermit Weeks, Curator of “ Fantasy of Flight”  air muse-

um (2008); Robert M. White, fighter pilot WW 2 and test pilot (2006).  Jessie Woods 
(2020), acrobatic pilot; Laurie Yonge, (2020),pioneer Jacksonville pilot. 

*************************************** 

TYNDALL ARMY AIRBASE named in honor of WW I flying ace and 

Florida native, Lt. Frank B. Tyndall, the first group of men arrived on base in 

August 1941.  Eventually encompassing over 28,000 acres along the Gulf of 

Mexico, this site originated as a diversified gunnery school .  Classes began 

in early 1942 with 8,000 graduates during the first year.  Hollywood movie 

star Clark Gable received gunnery training here.  

5 
MEMBERS OF THE FLORIDA AVIATION HALL OF 

FAME...Ed Hoffman Sr. 
     He was a preservationist, historian and 

aviation buff who re-created one of the most 

famous flights in Florida history. 

     “He has given countless hours to the com-

munity...he is the epitome of a great civic 

leader with an unbelievable God-given gift in 

design and a tremendous eye for detail.  He 

has been a great friend to many throughout 

the years.”  These are the words of  

Don Scholl—a Tarpon Springs, Florida attor-

ney. 

     During his life, Ed Hoffman Sr. served in 

WW2, built airplanes for a hobby, designed 

interiors for some of the area’s best known 

restaurants and headed the Tarpon Springs 

Historical Society for 25 years. 

     His fascination with flight began in his 

youth when he lived near the Albert Whitted 

Airport in downtown St. Petersburg.  After 

his father died, when Hoffman was 12, he began spending more and more 

time there learning about aviation and listening to tales of famous dare-

devil pilots. 

     He embarked on his career as a flight mechanic for the fledgling Na-

tional Airlines, based at the Albert Whitted airport in St. Petersburg. 

     During WW2, he served as a flight engineer on B-26s and C-47s.  His 

son recalls him taking high-ranking Nazi prisoners back to the U.S. for 

interrogation.   

     “He also flew Time and Life magazine photographers into Paris to 

photograph the liberation,” Hoffman Jr., said. 

     After the war, Hoffman began designing and building wooden sea-

planes.  Several times during the 1980s, he flew homebuilt seaplanes 

across Tampa Bay in a re-enactment of Tony Jannus’ flight of 1914, the 

first scheduled commercial airline flight in the world.  On New Year's 

Day 1984, he made the trip in a handcrafted replica of the Benoist Aircraft 

Co. airboat that Jannus flew 

     “I felt like Lindbergh flying across the ocean,” he said afterward.  “It’s 

a terrible airplane to fly, not much fun at all.  But when Tony Jannus 

climbed in when it was relatively new, he said, “Boy, isn’t this great?  It 

was the latest thing around.” 

     Hoffman helped found and served as President of the Florida Aviation 

Society in 1971 

     The elder Hoffman married Jane Copley in 1947 and they had three 

children:  John Hoffman, Ed Hoffman Jr. both of Tarpon Springs and 

Shelley Goodroe, who lives in Georgia. 

     Following the war, Hoffman became an interior designer.  In 1949, he 

started his own business, E C. Hoffman Designs, in St. Petersburg, which  

later moved to Tarpon Springs.  He is noted for his design work on several 

area restaurants such as Derby Lane, the Beachcomber and Pappas 

     His interest in the restoration of historic structures led to the involve-

ment with the Tarpon Springs Historical Society and as president from 

1976 to 2001, he accomplished the transformation of the Old Train Depot 

into a museum, helped restore the historic Safford House and pushed for 

the restoration of the Anclote Key lighthouse.. ..he also designed, built 

and flew several home made seaplanes. 

     Ed Hoffman and his beloved wife both died within 24 hours of each 

other in 2003.  He was a humble giant. 

 

 

Ed flies Tampa Mayor Dick Greco in Ed’s homebuilt “Mullet Skiff.” 



FAHS LEADERSHIP TEAM, 2021 

********************* 

President:……………………………………….Mary Fletcher 

Vice President……………………………….…..Ron Streicher 

Treasurer…………………………………...Barbara Strachan 

Secretary………………………………………….vacant 

Editor..…Dr. Warren Brown. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

DIRECTORS 
 
Capt. Bill Barnes, 727 938 9690 billbarnes04007@yahoo.com 
      (Benoist Models & Photographer, Retired Airline Captain) 
Dr. Warren Brown, 727 595 2773         warren.brown1924@gmail.com 
   (Historian, News Editor, F, PP,  (Retired Flight surgeon)                                                               
Bill Buston,      727 409 5426                      
Mary Fletcher,  727 781 5949,        mfletch3@tampabay.rr.com 
      Brochure/Graphics Design, Laison, “99ers”) 
Terri Griner,  727 409 6474, tgriner@tampabay.rr.com  
 FAHOF Chairman. 
Joe Rubin,   727 821 7260,  w4cbJ@arrl.net. Aviation Research.                         
Ron Streicher,   727 445 9756               a51mustang@aol.com 
  (EAA Chapter 282 Liaison, Young Eagles) 
Barbara Strachan, sbarscan@gmail.com; 12501 Ulmerton Rd.,  
 Lot 241, Largo, FL. 33774,  727 424 9011 
 

ADVISERS TO THE BOARD 

J. Paul Finley, 727 391 5908.….....F, PP, President Emeritus 
Neil Cosentino……….Aerospace Consultant,  
     813 784 444669, neil.cosentino@icloud.com 
Nicole Stott…….NASA Astronaut-Mission Specialist 

     MEMBERS OF THE THULE, GREENLAND CLUB 
(Qualifications for membership:  Having set foot in Thule.) 

Hi Price, Bradenton, FL. C.P. 931st Sqd. L-20, C-47, C-54 (1964-65)* 
Warren Brown, Largo, FL. (Operation BlueJay, 1951). 

Walt Houghton , Melbourne, Florida (1960). *  

Charley Liller, Riveriew, FL. (1957).*   (* Gone West) 
Bess (Balchen) Urbahn, Maine (1952).  

Cdr.Leo Murphy, Gulf Breeze, F. (1981 ?) 

Bob Gates, Ft. Walton, FL. (1956) 
Bob Koch, Bellaire, FL., (1951-52), VP-23 Navy* 

Borchik, Jr. Albert S., Shalimar , FL., (1953-54), Thule, Ice Island.* 

Bornhoeft, Jack H., Mt. Prospect, IL (1945-1951) 
Svoboda, Chick, Clearwater , FL (1960?) 
*************************************************************************** 

   THE “LITTLE WHITE HOUSE”…111 Front St. Key West, FL. 

     Harry S. Truman became President upon the death of President Frank-

lin Roosevelt in April 1945.  As  the U.S. 33rd President, Truman presid-

ed over the surrender of Germany and Japan.  The so-called Little White 

House was constructed in 1890 as a two-family home for the U.S. Navy 

base commandant and paymaster.   

     President Truman remodeled the property in 1948 for use as his vaca-

tion home, and he visited the Little White House 175 times between 

1946 and 1952, often bringing government officials as guests.    Fur-

nished as it was during President Truman’s visits, is open to the public. 
**********************************************************************   
 
 On average 6,600 American service men died per MONTH during 

WW2 (about 220 a day).  The U.S. lost an average of 170 planes a day.  `  

The U.S. lost 14,903 pilots, aircrew and support personnel 
plus 13,873 planes—INSIDE THE CONTINENTAL USA.    There 
were 52, 651 aircraft accidents (6,039 involving fatalities) in 45 
months...average 1,170 aircraft accidents per month—nearly 
40 a day.     
      

6 

 

 

     .   

                            

INTERESTING WW II FACTS  

     The country with the largest number of WWII causalities was 

Russia with 21 million killed & wounded. 

     For every 5 German soldiers killed in WWII, four of them died on the 

Eastern Front. 

     80% of Soviet males born in 1923 didn’t survive WWII. 

     The original abbreviation of the National Socialist party was Nasos.  

The word “Nazi” derives from a Bavarian word that means “simple mind-

ed” and was first used as a term of derision by journalist Konrad Heiden 

(1901-1966). 

     The swastika is an ancient religious symbol.  It derives from the 

Sanskrit name for a hooked cross, which was used by ancient civiliza-

tions as a symbol of fertility and good fortune.  It has ben found in 

the ruins of Greece, Egypt, China, India, and Hindu temples. 

     In 1935, British engineer Robert Watson-Watt was working on a 

“death ray” that would destroy enemy aircraft using radio waves.  His 

“death ray” instead evolved into radar—or “radio detection and ranging.”  

     Out of the 40,000  men who served on U-boats during WWII, only 

10,000 returned. 

     The Battle of the Bulge is the largest and deadliest battle for U.S. 

troops to date, with more than 80,000 American deaths. 

     More Russians (military and civilians) lost their lives during the 

Siege of Leningrad than did American and British soldiers combined 

in all of WWII.  

     During WWII, the Japanese launched 9,000 “wind ship weapons” of 

paper and rubberized-silk balloons that carried incendiary and anti-

personnel bombs to the U.S.   More than 1,000 balloons hit their targets 

and reached as far east as Michigan.  The only deaths resulting from a 

balloon bomb were six Americans (including five children and a pregnant 

woman) on a picnic in Oregon. 

     The Japanese Kamikaze (“diving wind”) tactic was suggested on 

Oct. 19, 1944, .  Though the numbers are disputed, about 2,800 kami-

kaze pilots died.  They sunk 34 U.S. ships, damaged 368. killed 4,900 

sailors and wounded 4,800. 

     WWII ended on September 2, 1945, when Japan signed a surrender 

agreement on the USS Missouri in Tokyo Bay. 

     At the time of the Pearl Harbor attack, there were 96 ships  

anchored.  Daring the attack, 18 were sunk or seriously damaged, 

including eight battleships.  There were 2,402 American men killed 

and 1,280 injured.  Three hundred and fifty aircraft were destroyed 

or damaged.  

     During WWII, hamburgers in the U.S. were dubbed “Liberty Steaks” 

to avoid the German sounding name.   

     The Nazis pirated the Harvard “fight song” to compose their Sieg 

Heil march. 

     The ace of all fighter aces of all nations is German fighter pilot Erich 

Hartmann (the Blond Knight) with 352 kills.  

     Willian Hitler, a nephew of Adolf Hitler, was in the U.S. Navy 

during WWII.  He changed his name after the war.  
     Prisoners of war in Russian camps experienced an 85% mortality rate.   

     If it became necessary to drop a third atom bomb on Japan, the 

city that would have been the target was Tokyo. 

     Calvin Graham was only 12 years old when he enlisted in the U.S. 

Navy.  He won a Bronze Star and a Purple Heart before the Navy found 

out how old he was.  

     On Dec. 8, 1941, Britain and the UK. declared war on Japan.  On 

Dec. 11th, Germany declared war on the U.S.  The U.S. is the only 

nation Germany formally declared war on.  

     The Nazis called their rule the Third Reich (1933-1945).  The First 

Reich was the Holy Roman Empire (962-1806).  The Second Reich was 

the German Empire of 1871-1918. The Weimar Republic was  1919-1933  

     After the sneak attack on Pearl Harbor, President Roosevelt 

searched for a bulletproof car.  However, because government regu-

lations prohibited spending more than $750 to buy a car, the only one 

they could find was Al Capone’s limo, which had been seized by the 

Treasury Department after he was arrested for tax evasion.  FDR 

said, “I hope Mr. Capone won’t mind.”  
     The Nazi salute was modeled on the salute of Italian Fascists, the an-

cient Romans, as well as the ancient Germans.  The raised arm resembles 

a raised spear. 
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 SHORT-SNORTER PAGE 
 
     A sergeant walked into the barracks 

and asked the men if any of them knew 

shorthand.  Looking for easy work,  sever-
al recruits raised their hands.  “Great” the 

sergeant said, “They're short-handed in 

the mess hall.” 

******************************* 

     “Son, someday you will make a 

girl very happy, for a short period 

of time.”  “Then she’ll leave you 

and be with new men who are ten 

times better than you could ever hope 

to be.  These men are called PILOTS! 

*************************** 

A wife asked her husband:  “What do you  like best in me—my pretty 

face or my sexy body?”  He looked at her from head to toe and replied, “I 

like your sense of humor!” 

*********************************************************** 

If you take an Oriental person and spin him around several times 

does he become disoriented? 

*************************** 

     Where would you be if:  You had all the money your heart desires and 

have no worries.  You come home and the finest meal is awaiting 

you….your bathwater has been run...you have the perfect kids….your 

partner is awaiting you with open arms and kisses...so where would you 

be???  “In the WRONG house—that’s where!” 

********************************************************** 

      A woman goes to a fortune teller in a dark and hazy room, peer-

ing into a crystal ball, the mystic delivered grave news.  “There is no easy 

way to say this, so I’ll just be blunt.  Prepare yourself to be a widow.  

Your husband will die a violent and horrible death this year.  “ Visibly 

shaken, the woman stares at the fortuneteller’s lined face, then at the sin-

gle flicking candle, then down to her hands.  She took a few deep breaths 

to compose herself.  She simply had to know.  She met the fortuneteller’s 

gaze, steadied her voice and asked her, “Will I be found guilty?  

***********************************************************  

     An elderly lady was sitting on her  porch when a fairy godmother  

appeared and offered her 3 wishes.  Well, I guess I’d like to be rich.”  

“Poof!  Her rocker turned into solid gold.  “And I wouldn't mind being a 

young and beautiful princess.”  Poof!  The fairy godmother turned her 

into a beautiful young princess.  “Your third wish?” aske the fairy god-

mother.  The woman’s dog raised his head and uttered a weak “woof.”  

Could you turn my wonderful dog into a handsome prince?”  Poof!  

There stood the handsomest man in the country.  As he came towards her, 

her knees weakened.    He bent down, brushing his lips across her ear as 

he whispered, “I’ll bet you're sorry you had me neutered!”                                          

 

Wife to husband…”If you don’t stop talk ing about your first wife, 

I’m going to start talking about my next husband!” 

                   ************************************** 

I was so depressed last night thinking about the economy, wars, jobs, 

my savings, Social Security, retirement funds etc., I called the 

Suicide Lifeline.  I got a call center in Pakistan, and when I told them I 

was suicidal they got all excited and wanted to know if I could drive a 

truck. 

********************************************************** 

  

NEWSENSE 
Tantalizing News 

Originated by Gossip’s Founding 

Father 

Columnist Walter Winchell 

******************** 
EDITOR’S NOTE:  Walter Winchell be-
gan broadcasting in 1933 to an audi-
ence of 28 million people.  The Winchell 
style was unmistakable. He talked rapid-
ly at 197 words per minute.  The voice 
was high-pitched and not pleasant to 
the ear; but it was distinctive.  The stac-
cato quality made every item compel-
ling.  He claimed he talked so fast be-
cause if he talked more slowly people 
would find out what he was saying... 

 

     He began his radio program with a series of dots and dashes operat-
ing the key himself...telegraphers throughout the country complained 
that what Winchell tapped out made no sense.  He realized he hadn’t 
the faintest knowledge of Morse code but he refused to have an experi-
enced telegrapher provide the sound effect for him.  He wrote like a 
man honking  his horn while in a traffic jam. 
*************************************************************************************** 

     The U.S. Air Service does not use the title “Ace” in refer r ing to 

those who are credited with five or more victories over enemy aircraft.  

Neither the Air Corps nor the Army Air Forces  sanctioned the use of “ace” 

as an official title, and the U.S. Air Force has followed the same policy.  

On the other hand the USAF, like its predecessors, does not prohibit or 

even discourage the use of “ace” as an informal and unofficial title. 

      Ten Things that will Disappear in our lifetime...The Check, The Post 

Office, the Newspaper, the Book, the Land Line Telephone, Music, Televi-

sion Revenues, the “Things” that you own, Cursive Writing, and Privacy.    

Sea levels are rising and will  surge by an average of about 1 foot by 

2050 government scientists are warning.  Worst hit will  be parts of Louisi-

ana and Texas projected to be 18 inches higher whereas Seattle can expect 

an increase of only 9 inches.  If warming continues at current rates, the 

NOAA (National Oceanic & Atmospheric Administration) says sea levels 

will rise by 2 feet by the end of the century. 

     This is a true story…It happened just after  takeoff from Daytona in 

an Eastern Air Transport T-32 Curtiss Condor in 1933.  The Captain was  

Ervie Ballough, a real character, and the co-pilot was Buck Hudgins.  It 

went something like this.  Co-pilot Hudgins:  Captain Ballough, why are 

you touching the wheels on the ocean?”  Capt. Ballough:  “Buck, I just 

wanted to set the altimeter accurately to sea level!” 

     Hollywood’s only ace.  Actor  Wayne Morris, who appeared in Kid 

Galahad, Task Force and Paths of Glory spent WW II at the controls of an 

F6F Hellcat, flying 57 sorties from the USS Essex.  He had 7 confirmed 

kills and helped sink 4 Japanese ships.  When he returned from the Pacific 

he wore three Distinguished Flying Crosses and two Air Medals.  Other 

notable flyer-actors were Jimmy Stewart, USAAF &Tyrone Power, USMC, 

pilot: Clark Gable USAAF, crew. 

     Why covered bridges?  Bridges were covered dur ing the ear ly days 

because some horses feared crossing water—with the bridge covered, it 

was like entering a barn.  The bridges also provided shelter during bad 

weather. 

     Russian clocks an hour off for 61 years!  Red-faced Soviet official 

stated in 1991 that in 1930 it was decided to introduce summer time and 

move the hands of clocks one hour ahead.  But they didn’t announce winter 

time in the fall of 1930.  Then in 1991, 61 years later, they decided to leave 

the mistake alone—too embarrassing! 

     “Expect the Unexpected.” 

      Want to lose weight?  People who drank two glasses of water  before 

meals lost 50% more weight than controls. 

     Overheard in the cafeteria…”I drove down to the shore last week-

end and got a terrible sunburn.  We were driving in a convertible with the 

top down and I didn’t think I’d get sunburned because the car was 

moving.” 

Q.  What happens to a boy when he reaches puberty?  A.  He says 

good-bye to his boyhood and looks forward to his adultery. 

Judge Judy to prostitute, When did you realize you were raped?  

Prostitute to Judge Judy (wiping away tears), “When the check 

bounced. 
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BATTLE OF BRITAIN—Letters home….. 
     A British pilot’s diary-letter, 19 Aug. 1940– 7 Oct. 1940. 

 

     (France had been conquered, Hitler now turned to the coming inva-

sion of Britain.  The Luftwaffe announced it would take just four days to 
extirpate  Fighter Command as the Luftwaffe had a numerical advantage 
of 900 fighters against the RAF’s 700.) 

     Monday, 19 August, P/O D. H. Wissler , RAF writes...The Squadron 

is moving to TANGMERE.  I flew “X”, which was due for an inspection to 

Debden.  “V,” my own plane not  ready so I spent the night in a comfortable 

bed for a change… 

     Tuesday, 20 August, I took off from Debden at about 10:15 and flew 

to Tangmere.  I navigated my way ok but being on the coast this wasn’t 

very hard.  Tangmere is in a shocking state.  The buildings  being in an 

awful shambles, several 1,000 lb. bombs having fallen.  We were put to 30 

mins at 1, and did nothing for the rest of the day.  The dispersal hut is most 

cozy and puts ours at Debden to shame. 

     Friday, 23 August, I did not fly today, in fact it was very quiet.  We 

were released at 1 p.m. and went to London on train and went home. 

      Saturday, 24 August, There was an air  raid warning in Blackheath 

and thought I should miss my train.  However, we caught it and arrived 

back ok.  In the afternoon we went up on a flight and saw dozens of E/A 

(enemy aircraft) going out to sea however did not fire although the CO and 

P/O Stevens got an He 1011.  We had one very short patrol after this, but 

nothing was seen. 

     Sunday, 25 August, This was a hard day being at 15 mins and readi-

ness the day long.  At about half past seven we had a hell of a  scrap over 

Portland in which 100 a/c were engaged.  F/L (Flight Leader) Bayne made 

an attack below and astern quarter.  ME110 whipped up in a slow turn and I 

gave him a long burst while he was in a stalled condition, it fell over and 

went down.  I then went on my own and made an Me 1011 break formation.  

I gave it another burst and it went towards the sea.  F/L Bayne shot down 

but ok.  F/L Williams lost wing.  Shot off.  

     Saturday, 31 August, We did four  patrols today ending up with one 

in which we intercepted about 30 Do 17s and 30 Me.109s.  I got on an Me 

109’s tail, after an ineffectual attack on the bombers, and got in several long 

bursts at about 300 yards,  however nothing was observed in the way of 

damage.  Another got on my tail and I had to break away.  I succeeded in 

throwing him off in a steep turn but not before he had put an explosive bul-

let through my wing.  Sgt. Stewart was shot down, but was safe.  I lost an-

other tail wheel today.  

     Tuesday, 3 September, We did two patrols, in the fir st intercepted 

about 100 E.A.  Bayne and I got on an Me 110’s tail and firing together sent 

it down in flames.  We then attacked a Do 215.  Leary finishing the attack 

and the bomber crashed in a field.  I collected a bullet in the radiator and 

got covered with glycol, forced landing at Castle /Camps.  collected  Hurri-

cane off 111 Sqd., flew back to Debden...We did one more patrol over the 

Thames,  Then in the night I was aerodrome Command Pilot. 

     September 7-(interim) Friday, September 20, I went to the Ser-

geants’ Mess this evening for a party and got to know a sweet little 

W.A.A.F. named Margaret Cameron and we had quite a kissing session 

after the party was over. 

     Tuesday, 24 September,  I had just one patrol and one blitz only 

(8:30).  We were attacked by ME 109s and having made our attack on an 

Me 109 I was making a second...when I realized I should let it all go.  I 

levelled off.  Suddenly there was a bloody flash on my port wing and I felt a 

hell of a blow on my left arm, and the blood  started running down.  I went 

into a  hell of a dive and came back to Debden.  A cannon shell had hit my  

wing and bit of it had hit me just above the elbow and behind.  The shell 

had blown away most of my port flap,.  So I tried to land without flaps and I 

could not stop and crashed into a pile of stones just off the field hitting my 

face.  I was taken to  the hospital where they operated but had to leave small 

pieces in… 

     Sunday, 29 September,  Did nothing dur ing the day but there was 

the usual band in the mess and when they packed up I completed the party 

at the Sergeants’ Mess.  Met Edith Heap and fell in love with her at sight.  I 

rather cut Margaret Cameron and I am not as popular as I was!!! 

     Monday, 7 October, Returned to Debden had grand par ty, and met 

(again with) Edith Heap, my God it seems to be the real thing this time.  

She is so sweet and seems to like me as much as I like her.  

              PO Wissler was posted missing in November 1940 .   
(Excerpts from the outstanding “The Mammoth Book of Eyewitness WW II” by Jon E. Lewis) 

 

WE HAVE LOST A FRIEND 
Gail  S.  Halvorsen, age 101. 

     U.S. military pilot Gail S. Halvorsen—known as the “Candy Bomber” 

for his candy airdrops during the Berlin Airlift after WW II ended—Went 

West Feb. 16, in his home state of Utah. 

     Halvorsen was beloved and venerated in Berlin, which he last visited in 

2019 when the city celebrated the 70th anniversary of the day the Soviets 

lifted their post– WW II blockade cutting off supplies to West Berlin with 

a big party at the former Tempelhof airport in  Berlin. 

     “Halvorsen’s deeply humane act has never been forgotten,” "Berlin's 

Mayor Franziska Giffey said. 

     After the U.S. entered WW II following the attack on Pearl Harbor, 

Halvorsen trained as a fighter pilot and served as a transport pilot in the 

south Atlantic during the war before flying food and other supplies to West 

Berlin as part of the airlift. 

     Halvorsen had mixed feelings about the mission to help the U.S.’s for-

mer enemy after losing friends during the war. 

     But his attitude changed, and his new mission was launched, after meet-

ing a group of children behind a fence at Templehof airport. 

     He offered them the two pieces of gum that he had, broken in half, and 

was touched to see those who got the gum sharing pieces of the wrapper 

with the other children, who smelled the paper.  He promised to drop 

enough of them the following day as he flew, wiggling the wings of his 

plane as he flew over the airport, Halvorson recalled. 

     He started doing so regularly, using his own candy ration, with handker-

chiefs as parachutes to carry them to the ground.  Soon other pilots and 

crews joined in what would be dubbed, “Operation Little Vittles.” 

     The airlift began on June 26, 1948, in an ambitious plan to feed and 

supply West Berlin after the Soviets—one of the four occupying powers of 

a divided Berlin after WW II—blockaded the city in an attempt to squeeze 

the U.S., Britain and France out of the enclave wihin Soviet-occupied east-

ern Germany. 

     Allied pilots flew 278,000 flights to Berlin, carrying about 2.3 million 

tons of food, coal, medicine and other supplies. 

     Finally on May 12, 1949, the Soviets realized the blockade was futile 

and lifted their barricades.  

************************************************************ 

 

 

 



   Harry Cooper 

 

 

 

 

********************************************************* 

relationship. 

There were a total of about 1700 hams signed.  The need for secrecy 

was so impressed upon them, that, even 34 years later, in 1979, when the 

BBC broadcast “The Secret Listeners” on TV, they were shocked by the 

exposure for they had never discussed their work with anyone, not even 

with each other.  

     The VI couldn't explain to the public why they were unable to take 

part in duties such as fire-watching or the Home Guard because they just 

didn’t have any time to spare.  Numerus messages, written on log sheets, 

soon began to arrive at Box 25 peaking at several hundred per day 

      The VI didn’t know the origin of the signals, although one could 

assume they were from the enemy in spite of the absence of any “clear” 

language except the usual wireless amateur Q-signal abbreviations based 

in English.  The German operators were forbidden to use German “clear” 

language or abbreviations, although lapses occurred on rare occasions. 

     Sometimes  a particular transmitter would not be heard at the ex-

pected time.  Was the operator  having a night off, or ill?  Was the signal 

just too faint to hear or had the transmission been moved to another time 

and or frequency? 

     Sometimes Box 25 told the VI, where to look for the missing link.  

This could be because the people at Bletchley Park had decoded the in-

formation  or quite likely that it had been noticed by anther interceptor 

during his routine search of an allotted band.  The controller of the pro-

gram later, praised the VIs in a BBC broadcast saying, “I don’t think 

anything but death or unconsciousness would make them miss a sched-

ule.  There was one chap who was permanently on his back, a complete 

cripple, who had his receiver rigged over his bed—he was an absolutely 

first-class operator.” 

     The frequencies mostly used were between 3 MHz and 12 MHz and 

although some fell outside this range, the concentrations were from 4 

MHz to 9 MHz.  Because of the small cycle of band needed with Morse 

code , as many as 3000 stations could be operating simultaneously. 

     The VIs was told to search a small selected part of the spectrum so 

that he would get to know which of its regular inhabitants were of no 

interest to Box 25.  Then he would take notice of a generally suspicious 

weak signal using a three-letter call-sign and a certain type of procedure. 

     At its peak in 1943/4, the RSS (radio section of MI-6 )employed, in 

addition to the VIs, more than 1,500 people, most of whom were radio 

amateurs.  More than half of these worked as interceptors to the 24-hour 

watch stations.  Anther few hundred were occupied in the investigation 

and establishment of the numerous wireless networks which were con-

stantly being altered and extended by the enemy. 

     The work of the Radio Section was of assistance to Hut 6 at 

Bletchley Park in breaking the Enigma ciphers and also in revealing 

the innermost workings of the German  Secret Service. 

     During 1941, decrypts rose from 30 to 70 per day to over 260 per day 

in December 1942 and to a peak of 282 in May 1944.  A total of 268,000 

decrypts were issue by Bletchley Park during the war, 97,000 were in 

Abwehr hand cipher and 140,000 enciphered in the Enigma machine. 

      

 

THE SECRET WIRELESS WAR 
The story of MI-6 Communications, 1939-1946 

 
Previously submitted by Marco’s Louis J. Lyell, WA5YMK. 

     BACKGROUND:  Mi-6 is part of Britain's’ “Secret Intelligence Ser-
vice (SIS)” The U.S.’s CIA gathers information outside the U.S.  
whereas the FBI controls intelligence in the U.S.  Mi-6 gathers  
intelligence outside the U.K. whereas Mi-5 runs intelligence in the U.K.  
(“SOE”—”Special Ops) is now part of SIS. 
 

       Wireless amateurs in Britain during the Second World War, had an 

interest and skill in constructing wireless apparatuses in order to commi-

nute with other hams in the world.  All of them could send and receive 

Morse code.  This was the preferred method of working at that time  due 

to the simple equipment it required.  Using Morse it was also easier to 

communicate under poor signal conditions.  Majority of pre-war amateur 

equipment was home designed and built, especially the transmitters.  By 

communicating with other amateurs worldwide using similar equipment 

hams became adapt at reading weak Morse signals, where interference 

was also often present from background noise or other nearny signals.  

     With the help of wireless amateurs the British Foreign Secret Service 

(Mi-6) was used to locate enemy agents or spies operating in the U.K.  

Some Voluntary Interceptors (VI’s) were  issued an identity card which 

carried a photo and considerable authority.  It was intended to enable 

them to enter premises from which they suspected unauthorized signals 

were being transmitted.  It was soon apparent that there were no spies 

transmitting to Germany, or what few there were had either been rounded-

up and executed  or were “turned” and operated under British double 

agents).  In some cases, a British operator, usually a wireless amateur, 

took over the transmissions and was wrongly  accepted by the Germans as 

if he were one of their own agents.  

     The Volunteer Interceptors were each given a section of the short-

wave spectrum and a time in which to search for signals using usually an 

American home-built Hallicrafter or a British Eddystone “All World 

Two,” which was also available in kit form. 

     It soon became apparent that there was a vast network of previously 

unnoticed secret three-letter call sign stations.  These call signs were fre-

quently changed, hence the need for accurate observations of time and 

frequency.  By doing this, a station could often be identified as being 

foreign, even though it had changed its call sign.  Identification was as-

sisted by the operator's “fist”, the characteristics of an individual’s Morse 

sending.  There were several ways in which Bletchley Park had assistance 

in the difficult task of breaking Enigma messages.  One was the intercep-

tion of hand cipher messages (in at least one case, where being sent back 

by our own double agent, hence the contents known to us which was then 

transmitted onward by the Germans to HQ, using Enigma.  This meant we 

could compare the known message with the enigma version.  

     Throughout the early war years, hams were recruited on a regional 

basis.  A Captain in the Royal Corps of Signals was put in charge of  each 

region.  Each ham was given a number, such as V/HN/358, HN for 

“Home North”, Home being London.  Others were obvious such as SW 

(southwest) and N (north).   

     Many radio amateurs holding pre-war licenses, who also belonged to 

the Radio Society of Great Britain, received an encouraging letter from 

Lord Sandhurst to come to the aid of their government.  The volunteer 

amateur was then subjected to a security check by the police and was 

interviewed by the Regional Officer.  If found satisfactory and able to 

devote time to the task, the VI (Volunteer  Interceptor ) enrolled after 

signing a declaration under the Official Secrets Act.  He was then as-

signed a frequency band and time period in which to search for signals. 

     A volunteer may also have been given particular call signs to listen for 

and he was required to take down any messages which appeared in coded 

groups of five letters (spurious for Enigma coding).   The VI’s then had to 

place their completed logs inside an addressed envelope which was then 

inserted into another stamped envelope addressed to simply “Box 25.” 

     The VI worked mainly in the evenings because of daytime employ-

ment, but some who were retired or unable to work could listen during the 

day.  Various “covers were employed, principally Royal Observer Corps 

whose uniforms were sometimes issued even though there was no 
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The “Ultra” intelligence produced at Bletchley Park (above)  
shortened WW II by two to four years and without it the out-

come of the war would have been uncertain. 



 

 

 
10 THE 1939 FLA. SPORTSMAN PILOT CRUISE TO THE 

NEW YORK WORLDS FAIR. 
(Ecerpts from  Wm. C. Lazarus fine book, “Wings in the Sun.”) 

    

     Florida aviation people had since 1934 been playing host to the various 

sportsman pilot cruises, light plane cavalcades and similar groups visiting the 

state by air.  Many of the  visitors urged the Floridians to make such a tour 

themselves during the summer months  to see and enjoy aviation facilities in 

other states.  The best possible opportunity developed in 1939 when the New 

York World’s Fair was operating.   

     June 25th had been declared “Florida Day” at the Fair and It was the op-

portunity which Florida pilots had been waiting for.  Under direction of State 

Aviation Director H. C. Whitney, assisted by Wright Vermilya, Jr., arrange-

ment were made with Al Williams of the Gulf Oil Company to supply free 

the required gasoline for the round trip from Florida to New York.  

     The tour assembled first at West Palm Beach on June 20th.    Forty  Flori-

da planes took off from Morrison Field on the morning of the 20th and flew 

to Jacksonville with stops at Vero Beach and Dayton Beach where others 

joined.  At Jacksonville contingents from Tampa, Ocala, Orlando and West 

Florida met the East Coast flight. 

     The first night out was spent at Savannah, Georgia where 70 Florida air-

planes and 224 Floridians on the tour were attired in orange caps, orange ties 

and white clothing.  Newsreel cameras ground out many feet of publicity 

film for the Orange Blossom state through the eight day tour.  No other state 

had attempted to send an aviation contingent to participate in the state day  at 

the World’s Fair.  Publicity  wise Floridians, under the guidance of Frank 

Winchell of Tampa were not only uniformed but equipped with live alliga-

tors and oranges. 

     Northward across South Carolina, North Carolina and Virginia the 70 

plane Florida armada made its way on the 21st of June, resting that night in 

Washington D.C.  The following morning the group was off for New York 

and the Word’s Fair, timing the arrival over downtown New York and the 

fairgrounds so that the full 70 plane group were in formation at the proper 

altitude.  

      No one had apparently figured just how all 70 planes could land at once 

on Roosevelt Field, Long Island.  The usual sequence in landing airplanes is 

one at a time spaced about a minute to two apart, which would have required 

at least an hour and a half more flying for the last airplane to land at the air-

port after arriving there in one formation.  But many of the slower airplanes 

had already been in the air so long that their gas supplies would not permit 

another hour of circling.   

     So into Roosevelt Field, then New York's busiest non-airline airport, 

came the Florida armada of 1939 to establish an all time field record for 

landing airplanes.  All 70 planes were on the ground in 35 minutes after ar-

riving over the airport through the medium of formation landings in which 

none had had experience.   

The Floridians showed a busy New York airport how to handle its traffic 

without radio or other controls.  

     The return of the tour on June 27 and 28 was along the same route with 

much goodwill and large crowds at all airports to welcome te Florida armada.  

The entire tour was conducted without a serious mishap and brought valuable 

publicity to Florida and its aviation.  

     Miss Dede Hale of Tampa was “M iss Florida Aviation” by special 

appointment of Governor Cone.  Various other cities sent aviation beauties to 

represent them in the ceremonies with Grover Whalen who officially wel-

comed the group to New York and the Fair.                      

******************************** 

     Winston Churchill  once said:  “A 

good speech should be like a ladies skirt:  

long enough to cover the subject and short 

enough to create interest.”  “Success con-

sists of going from failure to failure with-

out loss of enthusiasm.”  “A pessimist sees 

the difficulty in every opportunity; an opti-

mist sees the opportunity in every difficul-

ty.”  “Y ou don’t make the poor richer by 

making the rich poorer.” A nation that 

forgets its past has no future.”  “Fear is a 

reaction.  Courage is a decision.”  “You will 

never reach your destination if you stop and 

throw stones at every dog that barks.” 

************************************************************ 

 

 

(++++) 

FIGHTER PILOT TRADITIONS 
     Once in an operational fighter squadron one of the first “traditions” to 

which new fighter pilots are exposed is the squadron welcome.  At the 

first official meeting of all the unit pilots, the “new guys” receive a ritual 

greeting   In the movies, much as in most fighter squadrons the new pilots 

are called to the front of the room and told to “tell us about yourselves.  

As soon as they opened their mouths, they were cut off by the expected 

outburst from the crowd of pilots:  “Sit down (expletive)!” which is fol-

lowed by jovial murmurings of “It never gets old,” and “They  never 

learn…..” 

    Example:  I heard loud noises, there was a party going on somewhere 

and I was determined to find it.   My wingman elected to hit the sack, so I 

continued solo.  I finally found the noise in a tent/building.   I opened the 

door/flap and entered into what could only be Fighter Pilot’s Bar.    My 

kinda place!   I was still in full flight gear, as I sauntered over to the bar.  

“What’ll you have?  Asked the bartender.  Gimme the strongest thing 

you’ve got , in a tall glass, with ice, if you’ve got it.  By this time,. The 

place was quiet.  All attention was on me.  It was sort of like a John 

Wayne movie when the new gunfighter comes to town and walks through 

the swinging doors of the saloon for the first time.  The bartender gave 

me a glass full of mostly ice and some vodka.  I put it away in couple of 

gulps.  Whoops went up. I was a hero.  Fighter Pilots gathered around 

me.  I was in Fighter pilots Heaven!”  

     Since alcohol is nearly an integral part of a fighter pilot’s life, it is 

logical that fighter squadrons typically have their own squadron bar, 

which has its own traditional rules (The rules are sometimes also applied 

to the bar at the Officers’ Club.)  The rules of the bar are generally post-

ed on a wooden or engraved plaque in grandiose language.  Infractions 

are self-policed; if someone observes a rule being broken, they “ring the 

bell,” which is genially hanging near the bar, and point out the infraction.  

Most penalties associated with rule violations require purchasing a round 

for the room or, in some cases, a hefty monetary fine.  The penalty is 

levied on the one who rang the bell if he was mistaken about the viola-

tion.   

     Examples of rule violations include wearing a hat into the bar, placing 

your hat on the bar, receiving a phone call from your wife while at the 

bar,  drinking with your left hand, or pointing at another pilot with any-

thing other than your elbow.  

     Another fighter pilot “tradition” that is little more than a drinking 

game is that of “Deceased Insect.”   Deceased insect is the proper name 

for “dead bug.”  At the phrase “”dead bug,”  everyone is supposed to fall 

on the ground and wave their hands and feet in the  air, imitating the look 

of a dead bug.  The initiator remains standing to catch the slowest person 

to assume the position.  That person is then liable for whatever the bad 

deal is for the moment, whether drinking from a grog bowl or buying the 

next round. 

     Some traditions are just lighthearted attempts at doing something dif-

ferent or unique.  In “Mustache March” normally clean shaven pilots 

grow mustaches—but only for the month.  A corollary applies to deploy-

ments—fighter pilots traditionally grow mustaches while deployed and 

some also shave their heads.  Due to the limited number of barbers for the 

huge number of deployed servicemen, soldiers took to cutting each oth-

ers’ hair.  No skill required.   Along the same lines, fighter pilots often 

participate in the calendar traditions of “flat-top February” and “side-

burn September.”  These pseudo traditions are followed in varying de-

grees in different squadrons.  It’s more an opportunity to see what every-

body looks like in a mustache or with a different hairstyle than anything 

else. 

     Alcohol is, in many respects, is a virtual fighter pilot tradition in its 

own right.  Stereotypically, fighter pilots are known as much for their 

drunkenness as they are  for their skill in the air.  Flight debriefs are often 

conducted with beer in hand.  “Buying a round” or a “case” is a typical 

punishment for rule infractions.  If a pilot “breaks” an aircraft through his 

own buffoonery and causes the maintenance personnel more work, he is 

traditionally obligated to provide them with beer.  In fighter pilot events 

as official as major exercises, when a fighter pilot shoots a simulated 

missile at a  friendly aircraft or drops a simulated bomb on a friendly 

ground position, he is required to buy a keg as punishment for the fratri-

cide or “frat.”   (This is in addition to the humiliation of the debrief, as 

fighter pilots consider frat the gravest of sins.) ….Oh, for the life of a 

fighter pilot!    
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All-American football player at West Point, 16 victories in 
WW II & Vietnam & married to a Hollywood movie star. 

      
      

THE EARLY YEARS  
           “ROBIN OLDS—FIGHTER PILOT”...  
      Robin Olds was born at Luke Field Hospital on July 14, 1922 
to Army Air Corps Capt. Robert Olds & wife.  When he was 4, his 
mother died and Robin became an “Army Brat,” contemplating  
becoming a fly boy like his Dad.  Moving to Virginia he became 
the captain of the high school football team at 6’2” 190 lbs. and 
tried to join the RAF in 1939 at age 17.  His father refused to sign 
the papers and he then returned to the Millard Military Prep con-
templating an assignment to West Point.   Robin was accepted to 
the class of 1944 at West Point and during the ensuing years 
made All-American as a line-man.  With the advent of Pearl Har-
bor he was sent  to the Spartan School of Aviation in Tulsa, OK 
for flight training.  Basic training ended by Christmas of 1942 & 
Robin was back at West Point hoping to graduate early due to 
the war, in June 1943.  Just before graduation Robin lost his 
Dad.  With graduation and new 2nd Lt. bars on his collar he is 
sent to Chandler, AZ for P-38 fighter training & then on to Muroc 
Dry Lake in the Mojave Desert.  Further training at Glendale re-
sulted in 1st Lt. bars and a frustrating extensive looking for a 
place to send a West Pointer for a flight commander position.  
He is finally shipped overseas and arrives in Scotland and is 
now newly arrived at Wattisham, England and has finally seen 
action on D-Day.  Aug. 1, 1944 comes and Robin is still frustrated 
with zero victories.  Robin is now on patrol in France when he 
suddenly sees an opportunity…..resulting in downing his first 
two kills—Focke-Wulf 190s.  Two weeks later.  On Aug. 25, 1944, 
11 days after Robins first two victories the fighter group was 
destined to a sweep in front of a bomber group.  Robin was at-
tempting to aid a fellow pilot when his plane went into compress-
ibility and started a downward dive….the day ended with Robin scor-
ing three more victories to make him the squadron’s first ace.  
They were now transitioning from Lightings to Mustang fighters 
and they have just accompanied a bomber flight close to Berlin, 
missing their timed assigned bomber group and now awaiting 
the fireworks…Noticing a camera had been placed in Robin’s 
wing just prior to his next bomber escort mission.  After a diffi-
cult camera bombing run Robin is now hi-tailing it for home…
Robin has just finished his R & R and has arrived back in Eng-
land to begin his second round of aerial combat.   The war ends 
and Robin is now awaiting deployment to the States against his 
will.  He has eventually been reassigned as West Point football 
coach In a back room, told to study a fistful of cards with Xs, Ox 
and arrows (confusing stuff for a former tackle) and informed 
that the B-Squad met at the south end of the practice field at 
3:30.  Robin, disappointed, at the conclusion  of the 1945 football 
season was then told he would remain at West Point for the next 
four years—he went to the Pentagon for change of or-
ders….Robin is now in California and has fallen for the Holly-
wood actress Ella Raines.  He and Pappy Herbst, are about to 
put on a two-man air show at the Del Mar Race Track…Pappy 
crashes and is killed—Robin is devastated.  He is now preparing 
to partake in the Thompson Trophy Race at the Cleveland Air 
Races.  Robin is then married to actress Ella Raines and in Octo-
ber 1948 he is transferred back to England with the RAF while 
Ella finishes a film in Hollywood.  Robin is back in England and 
has been assigned to a British squadron…He has been instruct-
ed to fly a strange plane and is rather confused….. 

     “Off I go to where?!...In this bad weather  how was I ever  

going to find this field again in this stinking weather?  The answer 

to these minor details didn’t come immediately to mind, so I thought 

it might take a while finding out how to work the radio.  Maybe if I 

took long enough I could run myself out of gas, er...petrol here on 

the ground. 

     It did cross my mind that the CO probably had some deep-seated 

aversion to Americans and the son of a bitch was trying to kill me 

right then and there.  Putting these thoughts aside and turning my 

attention to the radio, I soon found the lead wire that fastened to my 

helmet.  I also found the oxygen hose connection.  Not that I had 

any intention of going anyplace I might need oxygen, but old habits 

die hard, and the oxygen mask contained the microphone.  Unfortu-

nately, the radio was designed with a moron in mind, and I realized 

my scheme to run out of fuel on the ground was no longer valid.    A 

switch was clearly labeled ON OFF.  And it worked.  I looked 

around the cockpit, trying to find any gauge telling me something 

was terribly awry, but that was no good, since I hadn’t a clue as to 

what most of them meant anyway. 

 

     The radio was a four-button VHF set, very similar to those in the 

States.  I pressed button A and listened to the familiar hum, then an 

open silence as the set cycled to that frequency.  Not knowing who or 

what might be on the receiving end, I timidly said, “Hello?” 

     A cheery voice came back immediately, “That you, Y ank?  

Tangmere Flying Control here, what can we do for you?” 

     What I wanted him to do for me was not printable or speak able, so 

instead I said, “Uh, what’s the active runway?” 

     “Runway 27,” said he.  “QNH 29.87, ceiling 100, via 500, light rain.  

You are clear to taxi.” 

     Taxi where, I thought?  And what in hell is QNH?  Ceiling I can see, 

but via 500?  Five hundred feet or 500 yards?  It sure as hell wasn’t 500 

miles!  He must mean yards.  I can see that, too..  Holy mackerel, what 

am I doing?  Make a plan—now! 

   “Uh, Tangmere Tower...I mean Control...uh, just where is the run-

way?  (Damn it,  it’s not my fault I sound so stupid!) 

    “Yank, this is Tangmere Flying Control.  Turn left from your present 

position and taxi east.  Further instructions to follow.” 

    This was strange.  Making a left turn put me about in the middle of 

the field!  Nothing but grass.  With rain puddles.  And much splashing.  

Maybe one of the engine would suck up enough water to quit.  Or may-

be I could find a nice patch of mud and get stuck.  Might be embarrass-

ing, but I’d be alive tonight.  No such luck.  That expanse of macadam 

on my right...oops, starboard...was obviously the missing runway.  I 

taxied on east till I saw the end, turned onto it, and held the brakes.  A 

lot had happened during the past six minutes.   I had taught myself to 

use the differential braking system connected to the rudder bar and op-

erated by a hand lever on the stick grip.  I had discovered “quite useful” 

and the RAF version of an attitude indicator. The horizon line had hap-

pily bounced up and down and waggled side to side as I lurched along 

on the grass.  It was plain to see that the set of needles, one pointing 

more or less up and the other more or less down, was the British equiva-

lent of the American needle and ball.  I knew how to operate the radio 

and oxygen system.  The engine instruments, though giving me indeci-

pherable information were at least telling me something as opposed to 

nothing.  I had learned to close and lock the canopy.  And I had told 

myself the rest of the gadgets didn’t matter.   

     What did matter, and what I didn't know, was how to get this beast 

back on terra firma in such weather.  Come to think of it, I hadn’t flown 

instruments for a long, long time.  It was back there in sunny Southern 

California.  Was there a ground controlled approach unit?  I hope so.  

There had to be.  What was its radio frequency?  At what speed did one 

fly the pattern? How slow or fast did you operate the gear and flaps?  

Those were minor considerations compared to the problem of getting 

back to the base.  If I could just find the dammed runway and get lined 

up, I felt sure I could get down in one piece. 

      Well, I thought, here goes nothing, and released the brakes.  

“Tangmere, Yank is rolling.” “Righto, Y ank, have a good flip.” 

       I pushed the throttles forward, made sure I was aligned, glanced 

inside for the engine and oil gauges, couldn't find them…. 

                                   (continued next edition.)  
   

 
Robin, in his proudest 
moment—being lifted 
on his Sqd.’s shoul-
ders after completing 
his 100th mission in 
Vietnam at age 44. 
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    YESTERDAY’S FLORIDA AVIATION HISTORY 
“THE ROARING 1970S” 

 
     1970—Tampa, FL.  The Tony Jannus permanent trophy costs $1800.  
Tampa pays their share, St. Petersburg does not.  The Award Dinner moves to 

Tampa.  In Miami, National Airlines becomes the third U.S. carrier to fly to 

Europe. 
     Jan. 21, 1970…”Jumbo-Jet travel begins.”    Miami...Pan American World 

Airways fly's its Boeing 747 “Clipper Y oung America” from New York to 

London, issuing in the age of Jumbo-Jets. 
     March, 1970, Tampa, FL….Daniel J . Haughton, Chairman of the 

Lockheed Aircraft Corporation, wins the 7th Tony Jannus Award. 
          Tampa:  MacDill loses H.Q. of the U.S. Str ike Command.   In Ft. 

Lauderdale, Mackey Air Commuters is operating a fleet of 10 Convairs.  In 

1971 it will carry 127,204 passengers.  In St. Petersburg, Red Carpet Airlines 

is  organized at Whitted Field by Bill Philips.  It begins as a leasing airline but 

then develops into charger flights with DC-3s. 

          1971...Orlando, Disney World opens...Tampa, Florida Air Taxi is 
operating a taxi service flying one DC-3, Cessna 402s, Aztecs, Apaches and 

Bonanzas. 

     March 1971, Tampa...William M. Allen, Chairman of the Boeing Cor -
poration wins the Tony Jannus Award. 

     April 15, 1971, Tampa...The new Terminal Building at Tampa Inten-

tional Airport is dedicated.  Cost:  $81 million. 
     May 1971, Miami...The Aviation Building (“Hotel Fr itz”), the former  

home of many aviation entities, is demolished and replaced by a juvenile Court 

and Youth Hall. 
     1972, Miami, FL….East Aviation Services becomes Hangar One.  In 

Lock Haven, Pa., a disastrous flood hits Lock Haven , Pa., forcing production 

of Piper aircraft at the new Lakeland plant. 
     March, 1972, Tampa...James H. Doolittle, developer  of instrument 

flight and bomber of Tokyo in WW II, wins the 9th Jannus Award. 

     March, 1973, Tampa...Geoffrey E. Knight and Henri A.L. Ziegler , co-
developers of the Concorde SST, win the Tony Jannus Award. 

     November 1973, Pensacola...Phase 1 Naval Air  Museum begins, costing 

$1.8 million.  It will be completed in April 1974. 

FLORIDA AVIATION (AEROSPACE) 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
Membership Application Form 

********************* 

Membership:  Individual $20; Gift Subscriptions $10 

Contributing Member, $25; Benefactor, $100 and up. 

 

Those with Winter-Summer (2) addresses, must notify the 

FAHS when they change residencies.  

 

ENCLOSED FIND________dollars to cover my membership. 

 

NAME………………………………………………………… 

 

ADRESS…………………………………………………………. 

 

Nine number ZIP Code…………………………….. 

 

Internet Address: 

 

Phone: 
(To receive a membership card, you must include internet address.) 

 
FAHS Address:  AWAPS, Albert Whitted Airport, 

451 8th Ave. S.E., St. Petersburg,  FL.., 33701 
**************************      

VOLUNTARY QUESTIONAIRE:  Are you  a pilot?  Y___N___;  
Are you a Veteran?  Y___ N___;  If yes, which war:  WW II___, Korean 

War___?  Vietnam  War?___Cold War?___Iraq  Wars?_______;  

Flying  Hours____________Highest rating or rank?_______________.  
What is the Month & Day of your birth?_________Year optional___  

FLORIDA AVIATION HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
 AWAPS, Whitted Airport, 451 8th Ave. S.E. 

St. Petersburg, FL., 33701 
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FAHS MEETINGS   

       MEETINGS IN  May 2022 
 1st Saturday , May 7th, Monthly meeting of the FAHS at  St. 
Petersburg Museum of History on the Pier, has been post-
poned….the next meeting will be on………... 
1st Saturday.., June 4th, 2022... Monthly meeting of the FAHS 
at AWAPS, at the St. Pete Museum of History on the Pier, 10:30 
am., all invited.           
             Informal Luncheon “Hangar Flying” each Wednesday 
noon at  the Largo Family Restaurant, 788 N. Missouri Ave., 
 Largo, Fl. 33770, Phone: 727 584 7330.  All invited to stand  & 
enjoy Russell Miller’s, thrilling the patrons with his weekly 
harmonica edition of “God Bless America.”   

  

 

Follow your dreams 

 Printing of Happy Landings has been performed by 

 Colorfast Printing (5 Stars), 1411 63rd Way N., 

 Clearwater, FL. 33760. 




