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FLORIDA GOES TO WAR !
GERMANY INVADED POLAND ON SEPT. 1st,
1939...WORLD WAR II HAD BEGUN! PRIMARY
MISSIONS: TRAIN THE ALLIED FORCES;
MAINTAIN A SUPPLY BASE FOR THE MIDDLE
EAST & PROTECT THE SOUTHERN SEA LANES.
Germany invaded Poland on Sept. 1, 1939...World War II had
begun!
Due to a shortage of military flight instructors, civilian schools were
used for primary training. On September 18th, the first U.S. cadets
arrived at the Lodwick Flying School in Lakeland.
1941 saw the activation of Eglin Proving Grounds and on March
22, the first training classes were held at the Riddle School at Carlstrom Field in Arcadia. Soon the US had 128,360 pilots flying 14,047
private aircraft out of 2,500 fields-far fewer than needed for war. Preparedness was progressing.
On Jan. 17, 1941, Gen. Clarence L. Tinker landed the 1st plane, a
B-17, at the new MacDill base in Tampa which opened on April 14th.
In June the first RAF cadets arrived at the Lodwick school in Lakeland
and would remain there until Oct. 1942. RAF trainees were overflowing from Carlstrom to the No. 5 British Flying School at Clewiston.
In August 1941, President Roosevelt asked Pan American to ferry
military aircraft from Florida to the Middle East. On Sept. 1, Drew
Field, Tampa, was detached from MacDill and made a center for the
Air Warning Service.
On Oct. 2, Lodwick opened the Avon Park airport for cadet training.
On Oct. 23, PAA Africa Ltd., opened its ferry operations to the
Middle-East.
November 1941 saw the opening of the Greenville Aviation School
at Taylor Field in Ocala by Frank Hanley. On Dec. 1, the Civil Air
Patrol was formed in Washington D. C. under Gen. Curry and G. R.
Wilson. Over 200 Floridian civilians were now participated in helping
to protect our shores from possible U-boats.
On Sunday, December 7th, 1941, we were attacked at
Pearl Harbor. The U.S. was now at war!
In 1942, the Army Air Force Technical Tng. Command opened its 56
-day course on Miami Beach to train mechanics, gunners and technicians. Boca Chica NAS was established at Key West and the blimps
Defender, Reliance, Enterprise, Ranger, & Rainbow were acquired
from Goodyear and designated ―L‖ ships. The Gunnery School
opened at Naples and B-24s began training at Drain Field, now
Lakeland Municipal; MacDill saw the Arrival of Martin B–26 bombers only to see 15 crash in 30 days, the birth of ―One a day in Tampa
Bay!”
The Navy opened W. Prospect Field in Ft. Lauderdale as a satellite
for Opa-Locka and flew in a fleet of torpedo bombers, the Grumman
Avenger. In Miami, Bob Crawford while working for the PAA ferries
wrote the Air Force song, Into the Wild Blue Yonder, and inClearwater

*

LATE BREAKING NEWS
Sun “n Fun’s, Lakeland, FL., April 4, 2019…Three airmen were
formally inducted into the Florida Aviation Hall of Fame today, the
late Russell St. Arnold, & Chappie James and Lee Lauderback of Kissimmee, Florida. (Bio of Lee Lauderback appears on page 6).
The ceremony was conducted by Sun’n Fun President & CEO John
Leenhouts and was followed by a brief luncheon supplied by FAHS’
Terri Griner. Other Hall of Famers present included Astronaut Nicole
Stott, Fantasy of Flight’s founder Kermit Weeks, Ferry Pilot Phil
Waldman, Billy Henderson, Sun’n Fun founder; & Historian Flight
Surgeon Warren Brown. Others included Leo Murphy, member of the
Hall of Fame Selection Committee & the St. Arnold family.
Be a “HANGAR FLYER” by meeting for Wednesday noon FAHS
lunch at the Largo Family Restaurant, 788 N. Missouri Ave., Largo,
FL. 33770. The tall-stories fly like rockets!

FLORIDA AVIATION HISTORICAL SOCIETY
―It is not who is right, it is what is right.‖

Published every odd-numbered months.
―When the followers lead, the leaders will follow.‖
The FAHS listens to its members

Your membership renewal date
Appears on your Mailing Label..
Curiosity—Interest—Insight—Action !

There are no paid employees in the FAHS. All services
Rendered are performed by volunteers.
BECOME A VOLUNTEER

2

the army had leased the Belleview Biltmore for barracks to house the men
from MacDill and Drew Fields.
In March, Dorr Field in Arcadia was reopened by Embry Riddle as a
civilian contract school with 700 cadets in training and instituted 5 hrs. of
night flying for all cadets in addition to their 40 hrs. of daylight flying. St.
Petersburg was chosen for a basic Training. Center for the Air Force and a
tent city was set up at the east end of the Treasure Island Causeway. In
Miami, the Air Force took over the Aviation Bldg. from Riddle and later
overflowed into the Coliseum and buildings at Coral Gables.
April 1942...Babcock Mfg in DeLand received a contract to build 50
Waco gliders and an additional 102 the following month. May, 1942...Plant
Field became a satellite of Drew Field and the US. nationally took over 66
of the 359 commercial airliners for military use.
In July, the Navy leased Miami Municipal adjacent to its Master Field at
Opa-locka which was under construction. In Orlando, Monocoupe built 19
L-7A spotter planes.
Aug. 1942...Boca Raton became the home of Radar Training for the Air
Force having been transferred from Scott Field, Illinois. German subs
mined the St. Johns River in Jacksonville and the mine sweeper AMG-67
struck a mine near the St. John’s Lightship without suffering any serious
casualties.
Sept. 1942, Saufley, Ellyson, Bronson and later Whiting Fields became
operational for the Navy as auxiliary bases at Pensacola.
October saw the military presence in St. Petersburg swell to 20,00 trainees at 58 hotels. The Suwanee was the only civilian hotel available. In
Miami the Army replaced PAA, establishing the African-Orient Division of
the Air Transport Command. On the 15th, Boca Raton officials opened its
Radar School which reached a peak of 15,000 men. (Today it remains as
Florida Atlantic University.)
December 1942...The Army bought the Don CeSar Hotel in St. Petersburg Beach for $450,000 and turned it into a hospital for the military in the
St. Pete area.
1943 saw the purchase of Perry Field by the Navy; the establishment of
the 304th Fighter Sqd., 337 FG at the Pinellas Air Base in Clearwater; Tampa became the home for the 3rd Bomber command consisting of B-25, B-26
and B-17s.
On Feb. 15, 1943, the Venice Army base became an operational fighter
training base. However, in March, Riddle’s training quota was cut due to a
surprisingly low casualty rate.
In July the Air Force closed its St. Pete Training Base and the Don CeSar
became part of MacDill. On the 18th of July the blimp K-74 was shot down
by the German U-134 off the Florida coast. The U-134 would later be sunk
in November 1943 (see Page 3).
In August, Babcock of DeLand delivered 54 gliders to the Army for a
cost of $56,563 each. In December, Consolidated Vultee, now manufacturing aircraft in Miami, reported 10,956 planes built during the year. Miami
had become a boom town.
1944 saw Plant Park, site of the State Fair in Orlando, taken over by the
3rd Air Force. In West Palm+, the Army was operating out of Morrison
Field and the Navy was flying F6F Hellcats out of Daytona. Bartow had
become a P-51 overseas training base and Sanford was bustling with Navy
fighters. In Miami the Nation's blimp fleet had grown to 141 airships,,
many flying out of Opa-locka, Richmond and Key West. Waumoma had
become a satellite of the Avon Park range and Vero Beach had become a

Navy night training site flying F6F5Ns. DeLand was bristling
with Navy fighters and over in St. Petersburg the stately Don CeSar had become the Don Flak Hotel complete with its Bomb-a
Dears girl volunteers' who helped take care of the combat fatigue
cases.
In Oct. 1944, PAA closed it’s Ocean Navigation School after
instructing over 5,000 men for the Army, Navy & RAF.
By Dec. 1944, Consolidated-Vultee in Miami reported production down to 7,956 planes with 11 units still in process.
In Jan. 1945, the first B-29 Superforts arrived at MacDill. They
were the largest planes in the world and would later drop the
atomic bombs on Japan.
On Aug. 11, 1945 all restrictions on personal flying was lifted
and the Eastern Defense Zone along the Atlantic was dissolved.
The war officially ended Sept. 2, 1945, “V-J Day.” On Sept.
15, 1945, the Richmond blimp Base, 3 hangars and hundreds of
civilian aircraft seeking refuge from a hurricane, were destroyed
by a massive fire. In November Carlstrom and Dorr closed;
Clewiston’s Riddle Field closed only to reopen in 1947 as
Airglades State Airport. On Jan. 2, 1946, Sarasota deactivated
after nearly 4 years as a military field. In 1947, Dorr became a
medium security prison and Carlstrom became the G. Pierce Wood
Hospital; Ft. Lauderdale's W. Prospect field became Ft. Lauderdale Executive Airport.
Florida's contribution to the war effort consisted mainly as a
training site for military flyers. Most of those bases remain today
as proud municipal airports.
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DURING WW II, RUMORS OF A GERMAN INVASION
SWEPT ST. PETERSBURG, FLORIDA AFTER A
STATION WAGON LOADED WITH UNIFORMED
RUSSIANS OVERTURNED ON GANDY BRIGE: POLICE
ASSUMED THEY WERE GERMANS.
******************************************
St. Petersburg, FL., 1939...Bayboro Harbor became a busy place
when apprentice seamen arrived from N.Y. Aboard the ―American Sailor,‖ a freighter, and the square-rigger, the ―Joseph Conrad.‖ The Coast
Guard, established here originally to pursue prohibition rum-runners, had
been given the job of training merchant seamen. Bulkheads erected and
sand was pumped in to form land for a basic training center (before the
war would end, 25,661 merchant marine sailors would be trained at what
is now the University of South Florida’s Bayboro Campus).
St. Petersburg, FL. 1942 ...The half-million dollar Navy anti-sub
base on the south side of Bayboro Harbor received its first contingent of
young Russian sailors for minesweeping training. They spoke no English
and were stationed at the Huntington Hotel...the Times reports: ―Rumors
swept the city that German troops had invaded. A station wagon loaded
with Russians in uniform, had an accident on the Gandy Bridge; police
assumed they were Germans.”
Meanwhile, Wally Bishop, Coast Guard officer, stated, ―This base has
about 10 flyable airplanes— it needs 20, to run 8-hour patrols around the
clock. It takes us weeks to get planes and months to get bombs. At first,
we were flying private planes at the subs, equipped with Thompson submachine guns that fired tracers..later we got 350 lb depth charge bombs,
never adequate!”
In the spring of 1942, just months after Pearl Harbor, word came that
St. Pete was to be a basic training center for the Army Air Corps...by midyear, thousands of soldiers would be pouring into the city The luxury
hotels, 20 of them, including the Vinoy Park, the Princess Martha, the
Soreno and 38 other smaller hotels were filled with airmen. Only the
Suwannee Hotel and some 86 smaller hotels and the Tramor cafeteria
were available to civilians. By winter, 20,000 trainees were crammed into
St Pete and when Tinker Field, Oklahoma experienced an epidemic, additional trainloads of men from that base were sent here.
The Jungle Golf Course, built with fairways to accommodate Babe
Ruth’s left-handed slice, was hastily bulldozed flat, and a tent city was
created at the western end of 5th Ave. N. on Boca Ciega Bay (now the site
of Admiral Farragut Academy). Some 10,000 men crowded in, but the
latrines soon polluted the bay and within a few months the troops were
dispersed to other locations.
Sleek Kittyhawks, Airacobras and Tomahawks were flown from the
Pinellas Army Air Base (now St. Petersburg-Clearwater International
Airport.) Medium and heavy bombers from nearby MacDill were practicing dive-bombing at Mullet Key and strafing Egmont Key and Bellair
Beach.. But, by midsummer 1943 it became relatively quiet again as only
a handful of the air Force trainees remained.
By wars end, St. Petersburg, with a population of 60,812 in 1940, had
more than 7,500 men and women in service. The city would never be the
same again.
***********************************************************
COLIN P. KELLY, JR.—our first hero, eh…….

Colin P. Kelly, Jr. of Madison, Florida, died just three days after the
American entry into WW II and posthumously received a Distinguished
Service Cross (DSC). A 1937 graduate of West Point, Kelly was a B-17
pilot stationed in the Philippines in December 1941. On Dec. 10th, his
plane was sent on a bombing mission to sink the battleship Haruna.
Kelly's plane might have bombed a large transport or light cruiser, but
neither sank. While returning to Clark Field, a Japanese fighter damaged
Kelly’s plane. He ordered his crew to bail out but he was unable to exit
the plane before it crashed. In the rush to publicize a rare American victory, the details of Kelly's sacrifice were misconstrued. Many Americans
believed that he had received the Medal of Honor and some reports indicated that he had crashed his plane deliberately into the Haruna. In reality, Kelly received the DSC because of the belief that he had dammed or
destroyed the Haruna and because he stayed with his damaged plane until
his crew bailed out

THE BLIMP VS. U-BOAT
BATTLE
On July 18, 1943, the U.S.
Navy Blimp K-74 engaged the
German submarine U-134 off
Islamorada in the Florida Keys.
The K-74 was patrolling the Florida Straits for enemy submarines,
protecting two merchant ships
behind it. It carried a crew of 10
commanded by Lt. Nelson Grills.
At 11:30 p.m., the crew spotted U-134. Grills began a attack on the
German vessel at 11:50. While machine guns from the blimp strafed the
submarine, German deck guns scored several hits on the U.S. airship, damaging its engines. The Americans sent distress signals and attepted to
bomb the sub, but the bombs remained struck in their racks. Within five
minutes the blimp slowly fell to the sea and settled into the water. The
crew spent the night near their blimp, which sank the following morning
The men were rescued by the U.S.S. Dahlgren, but not before Petty Officer
Isadore Stessel was attacked and killed by a shark.
The U-134, its main ballast and a diving tank damaged, was ordered to
France for repairs but was sunk enroute. Grills and another crewmember
received the Purple Heart for wounds, and the lieutenant later received the
Distinguished Flying Cross.
************************************************************
During WW II about 378,000 German & Italian POWs were sent to the
U.S. Florida, with its military bases & warm climate was an ideal location for POW camps, and about 10,000 German prisoners were sent
here. The two major camps were Camp Blandng and Camp Gordon
Johnston. Enlisted personnel worked in a variety ot positions inside
and outside the camp, and noncommissioned officers performed supervisory functions. German officers maintained discipline and this
often led to confrontations between Nazis, members of U-boat crews or
the Africa Corps and anti-Nazis.

NAVY V-5 TRAINING UNIT ARRIVES IN ST. PETE
In July 1943, In St. Petersburg, FL. as throughout the rest of the
country, the Navy ―V‖ program was instituted.
With wartime, the U.S. colleges were being depleted of their students
and in an effort to keep them afloat the government established the colleges as ―Officer Candidate Schools.‖ The ―V-1 Program‖ was for potential
deck officers, ―the V-5 Program‖ for potential pilots and the ―V-12 program‖ for potential doctors, dentists and specialized officers.
St. Petersburg was assigned the Navy Cadet Training Program, a 3month, 75 hour flying-time primary program technically known as the
CAA-WTS at Albert Whitted Airport.
Former founding FAHS President Paul Finley, was a member of the
March 1944 contingent and the last unit to train in St. Pete. He recalls: ―I
came to St. Pete from the Aviation Cadet V-5 program at the University of
South Carolina. Our unit consisted of one platoon of 21-25 men; one Navy
pilot ensign who oversaw training and gave check-rides; one Navy Lt.
C.O. and one Navy corpsman. We all stayed at the Richeleau Hotel at the
corner of 1st St and 7ith Ave., now a parking lot for the University of
South Florida.
***********************************************************

GERMAN SABOTEURS LAND IN FLORIDA
In June 1942, as part of an ambitious German plan called ―Operation
Pasorius, U-boats landed agents in Florida and on New York's Long island
to sabotage several aluminum plants and other targets. Eight men who had
lived in America and spoke fluent English were recruited for the mission.
After training near Berlin the saboteurs crossed the Atlantic in U-boats.
On June 13, 1942, four of them landed on Long Island soon after encountering a Coast Guardsman, whom they tried to bribe. The American reported the incident and an armed patrol soon uncovered a large cache of
explosives and other equipment the saboteurs had buried. The Gemans
themselves had already boarded trains for New York City.
“Happy Landings” printing has been performed by
Colorfast Printing (5 Stars), 1411 63rd Way N., Clearwater, FL. 33760,
Phone: 727 531 9506; Fax 727 531 1684.
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The FAHS encourages you t use this column to advertise.
There is no charge to Society members
AMELIA EARHART, The Truth at Last, 2nd Edition, by FAHS’ Mike Campbell. The long held secrets exposed. A must read. 370 pages filled with top-secret
information. Contact www.sunburypress.com, or amagon.com, price, $19.95.
AVON PARK Air Force veterans...Kathy Couturier is writing a book on the
history of the Avon Park AF Range in Florida, and she would like to interview you.
Her phone: 863 452 4288, email: kathy.couturier.ctr@us.af.mil
Several original, limited prints by famed artists (Taylor, Trudigan, etc.) Me109, The
Battle of Britain, framed, signed, $300, negotiable. Paul Leaser, 1829 Foxboro Ct.,
Oldsmar, FL. 34670, phone: 727 781 6569.
“Letters From the Cockpit,” by FAHS’ Neil Cosentino. 110 pages of sheer
delight (?) from Vietnam to the Bahamas, interesting tidbits of a man who’s experienced the life you wished you had spent. Contact Neil for details, 813 784 4669.
“ON GOD‟S WINGS,” A daughter’s inspirational story of her Dad and his miracle,
by Teri Louden, $24.95, call 619 894 8374.
Bill Dyer Jr., would like to purchase Book 3 of ―CLOUD COUNTRY by Jimmie Mattern. It was written about 1936. Bill Dyer, Jr., 1607 Cambridge Dr., Kinston,
NC 28504.
FROM CROP DUSTER TO AIRLINE CAPTAIN, The biography of FAHS’ and
the Florida Aviation Hall of Fame’s Capt. LeRoy Brown assisted by FAHS member
Dr. Leo F. Murphy. Hard cover, 218 pages, ISBN 10-1-60452-076-0, price $34.
Order on line at www.bluewaterpress.com/captain.com or autographed by Capt.
Brown at P.O. Box 144, Zellwood FL., 32798.
LAND OF THE MORNING CALM...A story of a war that could have been
but wasn’t. All about a cable set in motion by the firing of Douglas MacArthur that
attempts to reignite a conflict in Korea 20 years later. The plot is foiled by an unlikely
love affair. $13.95, email varnerjr@verizon.net
NEW BOOK “The Making of St. Petersburg, Florida,” by Will Michaels.
Includes Chapters on the First Airline, Babe Ruth in St. Pete, The Pier, and many
more. For a signed copy contact wmichaels2@tampabay.rr.com $25 (includes post)).
THE TRUE STORY OF CATCH 22, by Patricia Meder, daughter of the final
commander of the 340th Bomb Group, fictional setting of Joseph Heller’s book, Catch
22. Any resemblance to persons living or dead in Meder’s book is in fact actual. . 240
pages, available from Amazon.
“375 YEARS OF THE AMERICAN CITIZEN SOLDIER“....published by FAHS’
Britt Borchiardy. The story of America’s militia, the ―National Guard.“ 178 pages.
Contact Smyrna Media Group, P.O. Box 1061, Clearwater, FL. 33757, This is a must
for history buffs— book available FREE on the internet by downloading: http://
www.SmyrnaMediaGroup.com/#links
FORT WAYNE AVIATION, Baer Field & Beyond,” by FAHS’ Roger Myers,
130 photos. Price $24 includes P & H. Phone: 260 747 4775; E-mail ROGERFORTWAYNE@2AOL.COM. Roger is a former WW II bombardier.
“BEFORE THEY WERE THE BLACK SHEEP” By Carl Dunbar,
Univ. Press of Florida, ISBN 978-0-8130-3725-7, 305 pgs., hardback, $32., ―”A must
read for young Navy officers as they enter aviation training.”
“TONY, AN EXTRAORDINARY LIFE,” By FAHS member Patrick Lemmon.
The story of Tony Jannus as it should have happened. The book uses historical data
and puts them into a story-book form. Should be able to pick up at Amazon.com:
ISBN 978 0 9814956 0 6, or by writing ―Fiction Publishing, 5626 Travelers Way, Ft.
Pierce, FL. 34982 or email: fiction ub@bellsouth.net.
―COME UP AND GET ME,” FAHS’ own Col. Joe Kittinger’s new book, available from Amazon.com for about $25. For details: hisfits@earthlink.net.
ANGEL ON MY WING by FAHS’s Lt.Col. Richard B. Lewis—memoirs of
missions during 8th AF, 493rd BG,. 862nd BS during WWII (35 missions). Newly re
-published—6 x 9, 122 pages, color, personally signed, $14.95 + shipping. Email:
aomwing@aol.com, www.angelonmywing.com, check to 9211 Spyglass Court, Jacksonville, FL. 32256, Also Ebay.
JACKIE COCHRAN, soft cover now available, $24.95 by Doris Rich. 288 pages, ISBN 978-0-8130-3506-2. Jackie is a member of the Florida. Aviation Hall of
Fame. Orders 800 226 3822 or www.UPF.com
―Hagler Field, A History of Pensacola’s Airport,” A new book by FAHS’ Leo F.
Murphy. Full color soft book chronicles the history of military & civilian landplane
operations in Pensacola.. Available at $29.95 (no shipping charge to FAHS members)
or by writing Leo at P. O. Box 7176, Daytona Beach, FL. 32116; email: leomurphy18@gmail.com or phone 850 341 6400..
HEDGEHOPPING AVIATION, A Book For Pilots By a Pilot...by FAHS’
Clyde E. Roach, ISBN: 978-1-4389-6137-8, also ―Confessions of an Airline Pilot‖
37 years with Eastern Airlines….contact: ceroach1921@gmail.com
―THE GOLDEN AGE OF FLYING‖, Frontier Air Lines 1946-1986, by Capt.
Tex Searle. E-mail: texsearle@msn.com, available at Barnes & Noble and Amazon.
and former PAA Captain David McLay, P.O. Box 7170 Safety Harbor, FL., 34695..
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EXTRAORDINARY PLANES, EXTRAORDINARY PIOTS...softbound,
128 pages depicting unique flight test aircraft and flight test techniques. Descriptions & photos of the aircraft and tests and some of the test pilots. Fundraiser
for the charitable arm of the Society of Experimental Test Pilots. Order by
phone: 301 769-4881, email skyrydrs2@earthlink.net. Price not given.
„BORN TO FLY”... by Capt. Pete Vandersluis. Soft cover 314 pgs. With over
50 photos. Book covers pilot from a high school drop-out to 757 Eastern Captain
who worked 6 airlines and was involved in 4 hijackings. Includes experience as
an air show pilot and tells about the misleading actions of the unions representing
employees. Send $25 to Captain Pete Vandersluis, 1791 Earhart Court, Daytona
Beach, FL 32128, email: www.authorstobelievein.com
MILITARY MEMORIES 1949-1969, by FAHS’ Bob Widner. Photo
story of duty at Lackland, Scott, Stoneman, Clark, Johnson, Wallace Air Station,
Craig and MacDill AFB. $11.95, soft cover. Contact: bwidner1@tampabay.rr.com
FIRST FLIGHT SOCIETY in Kitty Hawk, NC is looking for new members. You will receive 4 newsletters covering society events plus other interesting articles. Send check $35 to FFS, PO Box 1903, Kitty Hawk, NC 27949.
“SEA DART,” by FAHS member B.J. Long, the story of the experimental
supersonic seaplane interceptor. 73 pages soft cover. ISBN 0-942612-23-X.
Details: Steve Ginter, 1754 Warfield Cir., Simi Valley, CA 93063.
„MY LIFE IN THE SKY,” by FAHS’ Capt. Ed. Mitchell. His story
of flying in the first B-29 raid over Japan since the Doolittle raid, through his
experiences flying for Seaboard World Airlines. To order, send check for $18.00
(postage included) to Ed Mitchell, 742 Arbordale Court, Englewood, FL., 34223.
―FLORIDA‟S AVIATION HISTORY,” 2nd edition. 350 pages, includes databank chronology, by FAHS News Editor, Warren Brown. $15,
to P.O. Box 127, Indian Rocks, FL., 33785.
“IT‟S BEST TO BE LUCKY,” the combat experiences of FAHS member Curtis C. Truver in Korea flying F-80s and F-86s and in Vietnam flying the
F4Cs. Send $10.50 to the author at 4152 Prima Vista Circle, Jacksonville, Fl.,
32217.
“GEORGE PREDDY, TOP MUSTANG ACE,” is sold out in both hard &
soft cover editions. However, it has been placed on Kindle and Nook. Also
placed there is the first book on Preddy: Wings God Gave My Soul. They are
priced at $4.99 each. The DVD Preddy The Mustang Ace is still available at
$19.95. Call Joe Noah, 434 374 2781 or write Joe at noahjoew@gmail.com.
FORD In The Service of America, ISBN 978-0-7864-4485-4, soft cover,
70 photos. $40, including postage & taxes. Relates the entire story of Ford’s
contribution to winning both WW I and WW II. Tim O’Callaghan, P.O. Box
512, Northville, MI 48167. Web page: www.fordatwar.com
THE BLIMP GOES TO WAR,” 90 minute VHS video documentary produced by FAHS member, Richard G. Van Treuren. $35, to Atlantis Productions,
P.O. Box 700, Edgewater, FL. 32132.
“AMERICAN AIRSHIP BASES AND FACILITIES,” a book by
James R. Shock. Write: Atlantis Productions, P.O. Box 700, Edgewater, FL.
32132, $35.
PAN AMERICAN WORLD AIRWAYS relics, insignias, timetables,
posters, flight manuals, postcards, labels, photos. Trades available. Contact
FAHS member and former PAA Captain David McLay, P.O. Box 170 Safety
Harbor, FL., 34695..
HISTORIC FLIGHTS...quality photos of Space Shuttle launches and landings and close-up static pad photos by FAHS’ ―Man at the Cape,‖ John Salisbury.
Write John at 461 Vihlen Rd., Sanford, FL., 32771 or phone 407 322 1085.
―
THE B-26 MARAUDER HISTORICAL SOCIETY, To insure This
Aircraft’s Rightful Recognition . $45/Yr. or $80/2Yrs...Send to MHS HDQTRS
3900 E. Timrod St., Tucson, AZ 85711-4170. E-Mail Admin@b-26MHS.org
VALIENT AIR COMMAND. Preserving history for the future . Membership available, donations welcome. Warbird Museum open, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
daily. Contact Lloyd Morris, 407 268 1941 or write 6600 Tico Rd., Titusville,
FL., 32780.
THE FLORIDA AIR MUSEUM AT SUN‟N FUN is looking for members
and volunteers to help maintain Florida’s official ―Air Museum.‖ To become a
member, send $35 to P.O. Box 7670, Lakeland, FL. 33807-7670; phone 863 648
9264. The Museum is located on Lakeland’s Airport. This is the cousinorganization of the FAHS, since we both have a joint-relationship with the Florida Aviation Hall of Fame and Florida aviation archives, both located in the Museum.
―AVIATION IN FLORIDA,” by FAHS member Keven M. McCarthy.
174 pages, hardback, $18.95 plus postage. ISBN 1-56164-281-9. Write Pineapple Press, P.O. Box 3889, Sarasota, FL., 34230.
“FLYING MACHINES OVER PENSACOLA,” by FAHS’ retired USN
CDR, Dr. Details the early history of Naval Aviation in Pensacola to 1929.
ISBN 0-9743487-0-8. Price $19.95 + free shipping.. Priority mail, $4. Write,
P.O. Box 7176, Daytona Beach, FL. 32116; Phone: 850 341 6400; email: leomurphy18@gmail.com
Like WW I flying? Try FAHS Editor’s ChildYank Over the Rainbow, 1918,
the true story of American pilot Col. Joe Boudwin, 5 victories, flying over the US
42nd Rainbow Division in 1918. Price: $15, postage included, P.O. Box 127,
Indian Rocks Beach, FL., 33785.

THE TAMPA ENDURANCE FLIGHTS
A letter to the FAHS dated 26 Nov. 1982 from Mr. R. Flehinger,
Orchard Park, N.Y. requested any research on refueling flights out of
Tampa. He lists the following known endurance flights which were
the rage during the 1920‟s and 1930‟s:

Sponsor: Florida Citrus Exchange & St. Louis sportsman, Randall
Norvel. Location: Drew Field, Tampa, FL. Aircraft: ―Sealdsweet‖, a
Stinson Detroiter and a Curtiss Robin, ―Mor-Juc‖ refueling plane,
Stinson Detroiter Engine: 165 hp Wright J6-5. Refueling crew:
Elmer A. Dempsey & Stanley Smith.
1st Attempt: Nov. 2, 1929. C. Earl Steele and Robert W. Schrock.
Forced down by faulty barograph, aloft 4 hours and 8 minutes.
2nd Attempt: Nov 2, 1929. C. Earl Steele and Robert W. Schrock.
Flight terminated due to late start, less than 1 hr. aloft.
3rd Attempt: Nov. 3, 1929. C. Earl Steele and Robert W. Schrock.
Forced down when rope caught on rudder, aloft 8 hrs and 32 minutes.
4th Attempt: Nov. 5, 1929. Leonard Carothers and Robrt W. Schrock.
Forced down.
5th Attempt: Nov. 5 1929. Leonard Carothers and Robert W. Schrock.
Forced down.
6th Attempt. Nov. 6, 1929. Leonard Carothers and Thomas Livermore.
Forced down by burned out cylinder. Aloft 7 hrs and 1 minute.
7th Attempt. Nov. 28-29, 1929. Leonard Carothers and Thomas Livermore. Narrowly escaped crash after tailspin, 35 hrs 38 min. aloft.
8th Attempt. Nov. 30-Dec. 2, 1929. Leonard Carothers and Robert W.
Schrock. Forced down by clogged fuel line, aloft 40 hrs. and 20 min..
9th Attempt. Dec. 8-9, 1929. Leonard Carothers and Robert W..
Schrock. Crashed in tree tops due to fog, aloft 23 hrs. and 52 min.
According to ―Happy Landings‖ Edition No. 24, dated November
1982:
Tampa, Dec. 10, 1929: The Sealdsweet of Florida,” crashed in a
stumpy cypress swamp 27 miles SE of Kissimmee yesterday morning
and burst into flames as its pilots, Leonard Carothers and Robrt W.
Schrock scrambled to safety with singed hair.
It pancaked down from treetop level with only gasoline for two
minute in the air left in its tanks and tore off its running gear and a
wing as it crunched along the ground. There in a dismal morass it
ended its attempt to set a new world‟s endurance record.
Carothers and Schrock returned here late last night with a vivid
story of the landing, a landing in which both expected to be killed.
Carothers left hand was broken and Schrock was shaken up but
they were thankful for their lives. They had been flying all night in the
fog, looking for an opening in the mist and a place to land. They had
a hard night. Like doomed men, they watched the minutes pass, the
gas getting lower. At 7:40 o‟clock Schrock prepared for death. He
scrawled this note: “20 minutes to eight. Thing look bad. Solid bank
of fog. Had terrible night.”
They came down at 9 am, 15 minutes before the crash here of the
refueling plane Mor-Juice and death of their two buddies, E. A.
“Boots” Dempsey and Stanley Smith. They watched their plane‟s fire
then started walking toward civilization. Carothers told the story in
their hotel room here last night.
“The fog shut down early Saturday night. It didn‟t get really bad
until after 10 pm. I wasn't‟ much worried until I tried to climb over it
and found the bank very high. We sailed around over the city, passed
over Davis Islands and I finally decided we had better come down.
Two brave men, Dempsey and Smith, took-off in the refueling plane
loaded with precious gas for the Sealdsweet in a last ditch effort tosave their companions, and were killed just outside the municipal
airport yesterday morning at 9:15 o‟clock as their plane the Mor-Juce
crashed from a low elevation then broke into flames.
The Sealdsweet was a Stinson Detroiter. The Mor-Juce a Curtiss
Robin. The sponsor, Mr. Randall Norvel, a St. Louis sportsman and
airline operator was promised $10,000 by Florida firms, payable on a
basis of the number of hours the plane remained in the air.

This story, now 90 years old, still makes the rounds of Tampa
bars.
*****************************************************
THE HONEYMOON...It was accepted practice in Babylonia 4,000 years ago
that for a month after the wedding, the bride’s father would supply his son-in-law
with all the mead he could drink. Mead is a honey beer, and because their calendar was lunar based, this period was called the ―Honey Month‖ or what we know
today as the ―Honeymoon.”
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NEWSENSE…
Tantalizing News
Originated by Gossip’s Founding Father,
Columnist Walter Winchell
************************

EDITOR‟S NOTE: Walter Winchell
began broadcasting in 1933 to an audience of 25 million people. The Winchell
style was unmistakable. He talked rapidly at 197 words per minute...the voice
was high-pitched and not pleasant to
the ear, but it was distinctive. The staccato quality made every item compelling. He claimed he talked so fast beWalter
Winchell
cause if he talked more slowly people
would find out what he was saying...he
began his radio program with a series of dots and dashes operating
the key himself. Telegraphers throughout the country complained
that what Winchell tapped out made no sense. He realized he hadn‟t
the faintest knowledge of Morse code but he refused to have an experienced telegrapher provide the sound effects for him. He wrote
like a man honking in a traffic jam.

-‖B Liners (now defunct)‖.; Continental Airlines-‖Golden
Eagles‖; Delta Air Lines-‖Golden Wings”;
Eastern Air Lines-‖Silver Falcons/REPA‖; National Air
Lines-‖Buccaneers‖: Pan American World Airways‖Clipper Pioneers‖: PiedmAre you a retired airline retiree?
Here are the names of some retired cockpit crew groups: Alaska Airlines- ―Arctic Eagles‖; American Air Lines-‖Grey
Eagles‖; Braniff International Airwaysont Airlines-‖Silver
Eagles‖’ Trans World Airlines-‖TARPA‖: United Air Lines
-‖RUPA.‖ US Airways-‖Soaring Eagles. ―
How much did WW II cost the USA? 4.1 Trillion $. The
cost of the war in Iraq, Afghanistan and Syria has cost a combined 1.5 Trillion $. Taxes on those with income over
$200,000 during WW II was 94% (Today it is 37%). In 1940
a buck private’s pay was $21/month; in 1942, it had gone up to
$50/mo. (Today’s dollar amounts.)
As they awaken on the morning of November 11, 1918,
along the 400-mle Western Front nearly 10 million men on
both sides know from developments over recent days that an
armistice is imminent. What they didn’t know was that 2,738
men would die on the Armistice morning—more than the
Allies lost on D-Day in 1944.

The Western Front, Nov. 11, 1918

********************************************************************************
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NEW MEMBERS* & RENEWALS

Ettinger, Emily
Miller, Craige. V.
Thompson, Hal
Lawrence, Dick
McLean, Dick H.
Kosola, Harold
Thompson, Jim
Cusick, Harold
Toth, Jr. Joe
Davis, Jr., James

Kudos from: None this issue.
From Bill Wagner, (billwagner@wagnerlaw.com), Tampa, FL...Your
article on the U-2 (last issue, #264) brought back long forgotten memories. In 1955, I became an Intelligence Officer (some say (kiddingly)
that is an ―Oxymoron‖) with the 61st Air Rescue Squadron in Reno, NV.
The Squadron had a Top Secret mission. The U.S. and SAC were concerned that the ability to reach distant parts of the Soviet Union in response to a sudden global nuclear war was limited because of the limits on
the ability of most of our aircraft to get to important targets and return for
a safe landing. The Air Force came up with a solution. If the target was
far away, the pilots would drop their bombs and then fly-off to a closer
but possibly safe place where they would abandon their aircraft and parachute to ground. As the threat grew our squadron (and three others) were
deployed to small closer fields. They would fly in at low attitude for safety, land at strips created by the SAC crews, then take off (with assistance)
and return the crews to safety. As the intelligence officer I maintained a
number of ―safe places‖ the crew might go depending on the weather and
resulting ―fall out‖ areas that might be involved when the attack took
place. Our collection was at a level above Top Secret the name of which I
no longer recall. Our squadron flew C-47 (military DC-3s) modified to
have six additional fuel tanks making the aircraft really work hard to get
airborne. I flew a trial run from Reno, NV., to a temporary landing strip
created for the test south of Miami, where we picked up ―crew‖ and flew
them back to Reno, never getting above 500’ above the ground altitude.
During a Group intelligence meeting we heard many comments about
the quality of the photos that were available regarding the proposed recovery sites. We were told that the photos had been taken by balloons that
were lifted in Europe and after drifting across the Soviet Union were retrieved with the photos in places as far away as India and China.
I left the Air Force and graduated from law school while in the Active
Reserve and remember when the ―Secret‖ of our squadron, including the
source of the photos, was lifted in late 1960 after Francis Gary Powers
was shot down. By that time the Reno base had closed down and the need
for our survival recovery plan no longer existed. (Bill’s cell phone
813 598 1886.)
***********************************************************

GOODBY G.I.s, HELLO GOONEY BIRDS

Midway Island, Pacific, 1997...nearly a century of American mili-

tary presence on Midway Island has ended and the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service of the Dept. of the Interior has taken over.
Today’s mission on Midway is to protect the 5 species of migratory seabirds, the endangered Hawaiian monk seals and green
sea turtles and to protect the largest colony of Lalysan albatross,
better known as the ―Gooney Birds.‖
The U.S. took possession of Midway in 1867. The island is
best known for the U.S. Naval victory over the Japanese fleet in
the June 4-6 battle in 1942. Four Japanese carriers were destroyed
north of the atoll and the loss changed the course of the war. At
one time over 300 troops were stationed there. Today, the population is mostly Lankans, Filipinos and Thais working as cooks, mechanics and caretakers. Bicycles are the No. 1 mode of transportation and the wildlife now has the right of way.

Encino, Calif.
Grein, Marie L.
Clearwater, FL.
Niceville, FL
Hetherington, C.W. Coral Spgs, FL.
Columbus, Ohio Barnes, Dudley
Orlando, FL
Pottstown, PA
Adams, John E.
USA
Weirsdale, FL
Herold, Robt. D. Tallahassee, FL.
Albany, GA
Young III, Luther A Longboat Key
Columbus, Ohio Fallon, Roger
Salt Lake, Utah
Tierra Verde, F
St. Arnold, David Ft. Myers, FL
McIntosh, FL.
Nelson, Alan
St.Pete Bch., FL
Ponte Vedra Bch. Fl.

LOST MEMBERS, UNABLE TO DELIVER
None reported
NEW ADDRESS
None reported
GONE WEST
None reported
GIFTS TO THE SOCIETY
Fred Mulholland, Tampa, FL.
Emily Ettinger, California
Alan Nelson, St. Petersburg Beach, FL.
BENEFACTOR SOCIETY MEMBERS FOR 2018 (donations of $100+)
Fred Mulholland, Tampa, FL., Emily Ettinger, Encino, California,
Alan Nelson, St. Petersburg Beach, FL.,
*******************************************
NOTICE: We have had a change at the Treasurer‟s post. If you
paid your dues and are not listed above please drop us a line
at:
FAHS, AWAPS, Albert Whitted Airport , 451 8th Ave., SE,
St. Petersburg, FL. 33701
****************************************************************************************
A BOMBER PILOTS SONG IN WORLD WAR II: How True….Oh, Hedy
Lamar is a beautiful gal, and Madeleine Carroll is too, But you‟ll find if
you query, a different theory amongst any bomber crew. For the
loveliest thing of which one could sing (this side of the pearly gates) Is
no blonde or brunette of the Hollywood set[—but an escort of P-38s.
************************************************************************************

Two new drinks, one for women EstroGIN and one for gentlemen, TestosterRUM..
**************************************************

USAF ADOPTS BLUE UNIFORM ON JAN. 25, 1949
On this date, Jan. 25, 1949, the U.S. Air Force transferred from khaki tan to
Air Force Blue. On January 25, 1991, Operation Desert Storm began and on
Feb. 4, 1946, the Air Fore Association was formed.
************************************
THE AIR CORPS STORY—getting it straight…..
The Aeronautical Division, U.S. Signal Corps was organized on Aug. 1,
1907 and ceased to exist on July 18, 1914.
The Aviation Section, U.S. Signal Corps was organized on July 18,
1914 and ceased to exist on May 24, 1918.
The Air Service was organized on May 24, 1918 and ceased to exist on
July 2, 1926.
The Air Corps was organized on July 2, 1926 and ceased to exist on
Sept. 18, 1947. The Air Corps became a subordinate element of the Army
Air Forces, June 20, 1941. Since the Air Corps had been established by
statute in 1926, its disestablishment required an act of Congress, which did
not take place until 1947. Between March 9, 1942 and Sept. 18, 1947, the
Air Corps continued to exist as a combatant arm of the Army, and personnel
of the Army Air Forces were still assigned to the Air Corps.
The Army Air Forces were organized on June 30, 1941 and ceased to
exist on Sept. 18, 1947
The United States Air Force was organized on Sept. 18 1947 and
continues to exist.
************************************************************
READY FOR ACTION...A smart flight attendant had two men on the
same plane going to Chicago, one in 1st Class and the other in Tourist, both
giving her a fit trying to date her. The guy in back pulled his key to his Chicago apartment out, whispered his address and told her to come up after they
landed. She smiled, took the key, walked to the 1st class section where the
other admirer was, handed him the key, gave him the address and said,
―Come up about nine.‖

THE JOCK (airborne) & KIWI (ground-locked)
SHORT-SNORTER PAGE.
Discovered unread reader, required to buy one round of
drinks for fellow members...JOCK jokes inverted.
A Jewish grandmother is giving directions to her grown grandson who is coming to visit with his wife. “You com to the front door, I
am in apartment 301. There is a big panel at the front door. With your
ellbow, push button 301. I will buzz you in. Come inside, the elevator is
on the right. Get in , and with your elbow, push 3,. When you get out,
I’m on the left with your elbow, hit my doorbell.‖ Grandma, that
sounds easy, but, why am I htting all these buttons with my elbow?
“What...You’re coming empty handed?”
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FAHS LEADERSHIP TEAM, 2019

*********************
President:……………………………………….Mary Fletcher
Vice President……………………………….…..Ron Streicher
Treasurer…………………………………...Barbara Strachan
Secretary…………………………………….…Clive Newcomb
News Editor………………………………..Dr. Warren Brown

DIRECTORS

An attractive blond from Ireland arrived at the casino.
She seemed a little intoxicated and bet twenty thousand dollars in a single roll of the dice. She then said, ―I hope you
don’t mind, but I feel much luckier when I’m completely
nude.‖ With that, she stripped from the neck down, rolled the
dice and with an Irish brogue yelled, ―Come on, baby, Mama
needs new clothes!‖ As the dice came to a stop, she jumped
up and down and squealed, ―Yes! Yes! I won! I won!‖ She
hugged each of the dealers, picked up her winnings and her
clothes and quietly departed. The dealers stared at each other dumbfounded. Finally, one of them asked, ―What did she
roll?‖ The other answered, ―I don’t know—I thought you
were watching.‖
AFTR COMPLAINING about the restaurant’s temperature, its wine
selection, and tardy service, the irate customer asked his waiter, What’s
this fly doing in my soup? ―I’m not sure,‖ the irritated waiter replied,
―but it looks like the breast-stroke.’
NO MUSIC ! A pretty girl was being examined by her doctor
when he noticed a rather marked divergence of her bosoms. I
must say I have never seen anything like this, can you explain it? He
asked? “Of course she replied, My boyfriend uses them to listen
to the music, he puts one in each ear.” The doctor then asked,
Do you mind if I try it? “Of course not,” she replied, “ go ahead.”
The doctor proceed but looked up and said, But I can’t hear any
music! “Of course not, silly,” she replied, “You‟re not plugged in!

ORIGIN OF THE MIDDLE FINGER….Before the Battle
of Agincourt in 1415, the French, anticipating victory over
the English, proposed to cut off the middle finger of all
captured English soldiers. Without the middle finger it would
be impossible to draw the renowned English longbow and
therefore they would be incapable of fighting in the future.
This famous English longbow was made of the native English
Yew tree and the act of drawing the longbow was known as
―plucking the yew‖ (or ―pluck yew‖). Much to the bewilderment of the French, the English won a major upset and they
began mocking the French by waving their middle fingers at
the defeated French, saying, ―See, we can still pluck yew!
Truth or Fiction? The Battle of Agincourt was a major victory for
England in the Hundred Years‟ War. The English Yew tree is a
very hard, close-grained wood that was used in furniture making,
but yew wood is probably best known as the material from which
the medieval English longbows were made and used to such
devastating effect during the Hundred Years War. A possible
true story!

Capt. Bill Barnes, 727 938 9690 billbarnes04007@yahoo.com
(Benoist Models & Photographer, Retired Airline Captain)
Dr. Warren Brown, 727 595 2773
warren.brown1924@gmail.com
(Historian, News Editor, F, PP, (Retired Flight surgeon)
Bill Buston,
727 409 5426
billwb47@gmail.com
(VPE, EAA, Young Eagles)
Mary Fletcher, 727 781 5949,
mfletch3@tampabay.rr.com
Neil Cosentino, (Aerospace Coordinator.)
Brochure/Graphics Design, Laison, “99ers”)
Terri Griner, 727 409 6474, tgriner@tampabay.rr.com
Membership, Historian, FAHOF Laison
Clive Newcomb
727 804 1614,
cnukem@outlook.com Secretary FAHS
Joe Rubin, 727 821 7260 Home
w4cbJ@arrl.net
727 465 4072 Cell
(Ex Mayor, Aviation Research)
Ron Streicher, 727 445 9756
a51mustang@aol.com
(EAA Chapter 282 Liaison, Young Eagles)
Barbara Strachan, sbarscan@gmail.com; 12501 Ulmerton Rd.,
Lot 241, Largo, FL. 33774, 727 424 9011
Lewis D. Wilgus mglw20@msn.com Research

ADVISERS TO THE BOARD
Bill Akins, Warbird Recover Team.
J. Paul Finley, 727 391 5908.….....F, PP, President Emeritus
Al Hollonquist………………………………..….Aviation Historian
Capt. Ed Slattery, 727 581 7484..airline advisor, ex USAir Capt.
Neil Cosentino……….Aerospace Coordinator
Nicole Stott…….NASA Astronaut-Mission Specialist
Orford, Eric……………..Technical Consultant
Rui Farius, rui@spmoh.org……….Flight Safety
Robert “Bob” Widner……..Warbird Recovery/Florida Airfields
727 286 0887, bwidner1@outlook.com
Sierra LePour……………………………...Outreach
sierralynn093@gmail.com
Dennis Cole….C.O. FAHS “Ghost Squadron.”813 390 4062,
user776289@aol.com
David McLay...Airline advisor, ex PAA Capt.
(“F”= Founding Member; “PP”...Past President.
MEMBERS OF THE THULE, GREENLAND CLUB
(Qualifications for membership: Having set foot in Thule.)

Hi Price, Bradenton, FL. C.P. 931st Sqd. L-20, C-47, C-54 (1964-65)*
Warren Brown, Largo, FL. (Operation BlueJay, 1951).
Walt Houghton , Melbourne, Florida (1960).
Charley Liller, Riveriew, FL. (1957).
(* Gone West)
Bess (Balchen) Urbahn, Maine (1952).
Cdr. Leo Murphy, Gulf Breeze, F. (1981 ?)
Bob Gates, Ft. Walton, FL. (1956)
Bob Koch, Bellaire, FL., (1951-52), VP-23 Navy*
Borchik, Jr. Albert S., Shalimar, FL., (1953-54), Thule, Ice Island.*
Bornhoeft, Jack H., Mt. Prospect, IL (1945-1951)
Svoboda, Chick, Clearwater, FL (1960?)
***************************************************************************

IN REFERENCE TO GERMANY IN WW ii we hear reference to the “Third
Reich.” What happened to the First and Second Reich? In German, reich
means ―empire.‖ The First Reich refers to the Holy Roman Empire until the dissolution in 1806. The Second Reich was the German Empire from 1871 to 1918.
The Third Reich refers to Germany from 1933 to 1945.

A white missionary is sent to Africa...When the chief’s wife has a white
baby the chief calls the missionary in for a talk. ―How come wife have white
baby?‖ Missionary replies, “Chief, it’s a way of the world...why look upon
that hill at all those white sheep being led by one black sheep. ―O.K.,‖ says
the chief, ―I won’t tell if you won’t tell.‖

The Florida Aviation Hall of Fame (FAHOF) presentation was held
during Sun’n Fun on April 4th honoring the 2018 inductee Russell
St. Arnold and honoring the 2019 inductees General Daniel “Jessie”
James and Lee Lauderback. The presentation took place in the Florida
Air Museum with a reception following in the Florida Historical Aerospace Annex sponsored by the Florida Aviation Historical Society.
Honored guests included: Kermit Weeks - Curator of “Fantasy of
Flight” air museum - 2008 FAHOF inductee, Nicole Stott - astronaut,
artist - 2011 FAHOF inductee, Billy Henderson - Sun’n Fun founder
- 2015 FAHOF inductee, Phil Waldman, ferry pilot- 2016 FAHOF inductee, Dr. Warren Brown -Flight surgeon and aviation journalist - 2017
FAHOF inductee - and members of the Florida Aviation Hall of Fame
Steering Committee and Florida Aviation Historical Society.

FLORIDA AVIATION HALL OF FAME
Inductee Lee Lauderback—2019
***************************************
Lee Lauderback, EAA Warbirds
of America, 2013 Hall of Fame inductee, is President and CEO of Stallion 51 Corporation located at the
Kissimmee Gateway Airport, Florida. Sine 1987, Stallion 51’s innovative and comprehensive curriculums
have instructed thousands of pilots
on the correct and safe methods of
flying both the legendary P-51 Mustang and the historic T-6 Texan.
Lee has been the chief flight instructor since Stallion 51’s inception amassing over 22,000 flight hours in all types
of aircraft including 9,500+ hours in the
Mustang. He is a certified single and
multi-engine flight and ground instructor, holds an Airline Transport Pilot
certification as well as instrument, helicopter and glider ratings. His expertise and vast experience in both the corporate and private aviation has
earned him the distinction of being an FAA Experiential Aircraft Examiner. Lee is often called upon to flight test various Vintage planes, helicopters and turbojets before they are accepted.
In 2016, Lee became a member of the Society of Experimental Test
Pilots; an exclusive group of exceptional pilots such as R. A. ―Bob‖
Hoover and Hoot Gibson, who nominated Lee to the organization.
He is also the recipient of the 2017 International Council of Air
Shows Sword of Excellence ICAS’s Award recognizes hisHarry
30 years
of
Cooper
experience flying P-51 Mustangs and his commitment to aviation safety.
This recognizes his selfless commitment to improving and contributing to
air shows and is the highest honor an induvial can receive in the air show
business.
Lee started flying sailplanes at age 14 an launched his corporate aviation career immediately after college with the top flying noted professional golfer Arnold Palmer. Lee was Mr. Palmer’s chief pilot and the
director of flight operations for 17 years, fling several different models of
Citation jets, a Learjet and a MD500E helicopter
Lee has expanded his aviation knowledge and experience to include
flying the F-15 Eagle, F-16 Viper, F/A18 Hornet and test flown the
Hawker Beechcraft T-6 Team II. He also has over 2000 hours in sailplanes and has competed in many soaring contests and has held several
sailplane records.
Currently, Lee performs his Signature Solo Mustang Routine at air
shows. Lee was one of the first civilian pilots for the USAF Heritage
Flight program, which showcases historic WW II military aircraft with
current UAF military aircraft in unique formation flight. For many years,
Lee has also instructed students at the Navy Test Pilot School in Patuxent
River, Maryland.
Lee is a graduate of Embry Riddle Aeronautical University in Daytona
Beach with a degree in Aeronautical Science and Business Management.
Lee is also a Master Falconer and when not flying himself he can be
found flying live hawks and falcons—an “all-around” airman.
***********************************************************

WHO WAS ALFRED CHENFALLS? He ws the look-alike of
Prime Minister Winston Churchill who was aboard BOAC Flight
777, flying from Algiers to London n June 1943. The aircraft carrying actor Leslie Howard, was shot down over the Bay of Biscay,
killing, everyone on board. The Brits were aware that the Germans intended to shoot down the plane carrying the Churchill
imposter but did not warn anyone for fear the secret of their ability
to read the German codes would be revealed.
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AN ANZAC TRIBUTE TO OUR UNDERSEAS BROTHERS
Submitted by FAHS‟ former PAA Capt. David McLay

On Anzac Day thoughts turn to those who gave their lives during various wars over the last century. There is one group which has never been
given recognition for what they achieved in WW II and that is the U.S.
submariners, 3,505 of whom lost their lives. When one analyses what
they achieved there is no doubt they did more than any other group to
defeat the Japanese and save Australia and New Zealand from being
invaded.
The reason is simple—they sank more than 60% of the Japanese merchant marine fleet. Without these ships, not only was the Japanese advance stifled, their occupying troops lost their supply lines and they
virtually could not be evacuated like the British were at Dunkirk to fight
in other battles.
Additionally with the loss of shipping, Japan found it very difficult to
supply the homeland with raw materials from the conquered territories.
After the invasion of Manchuria, the US instigated a policy of restricting
supplies to Japan. This ultimately led to the Japanese attack at Pearl Harbor on Dec. 7, 1941.
The Japanese advance over the next 5 months was nothing short of
staggering. Hong Kong, the Philippines, Burma, Borneo, Malaya,
Thailand, Indo-China and Singapore on Feb. 15, 1942, where 80,000
troops surrendered (the largest surrender of British military personnel in
history). Ships played a most important part in this role.
The Dutch East Indies (Indonesia) was occupied in March and Darwin
(Australia) first bombed on Feb. 15, 1942. The farthest Japanese advance
was Guadalcanal in the Solomon Islands by July 6. The farthest advance
in Burma was on May 8, 1942, which was the second day of the Coral Sea
battle—their first setback , followed by the Battle of Midway on June 3-6.
Without a huge marine fleet this advance would never have been
possible. Over the next two years, the US Navy submarine fleet went to
work.
Fortunately they had cracked the Japanese naval code so they virtually
knew their every move. The Japanese had also failed to destroy the
enormous naval fuel-oil installations at Pearl Harbor when Admiral
Nagumo did not go ahead with the third wave of air strikes.
Admiral Nimitz said that had the tanks been destroyed the war would
have been prolonged by two years as it world have immobilized every
ship in the Pacific Fleet.
The Japanese had no long-range anti-submarine aircraft and probably
their destroyers were not that well equipped to deal with submarines. The
problem for the American Navy was where to base the submarines.
Darwin was ruled out because the harbor was considered too shallow.
Finally Fremantle (near Perth on the West Coast) was chosen and obviously that was too far away for the Japanese to attack with aircraft. It was
a long haul for the submarines to the areas where Japanese ships were
active to the north but on the surface, diesel-powered submarines have a
tremendous range.
Obviously they would sail on the surface for most of their operations to
and from Fremantle. Evidently Japan never found out where the
submarines were based. The Fremantle base had 125 American, 31
British and 11 Free Dutch subs. The Americans deployed 288 submarines
during the war so nearly half operated from the Fremantle base.
Japan started the war with 6 million tons of shipping and the US submarines sank 1,315 of their ships of more than 1000 tons each, plus
700,000 tons of naval ships including 3 aircraft carriers, a battleship and
11 cruisers.
They did 416 patrols and fired 14,500 torpedoes. Out of a total of 52
subs lost, 28 were lost with 3,505 dead, operating from Fremantle. US
submariners made up only 1.6% of the US naval manpower but they had
the highest loss rate of the Armed Forces with 22% killed.
At the German Naval Museum at Laboe there is a memorial to the
3,505 American submariners and a memorial to the 31,000 German
submariners who lost their lives out of a total of 39,000 men who served
in their U-boats. The Germans built 1,154 U-boats and lost 800.
More than 50,000 allied Merchant Seamen lost heir lives many as a
result of U-boat activity. They too, have never been given true recognition for what they achieved in the Atlantic and the sacrifices they made.
(FAHS News Editor served with US subs and visited Laboe, Germany, as a civilian.)

FLIGHT OF THE BENOIST PLAZA TAKING SHAPE
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WHERE WE FIGHT
Exerpts from the Smithsonian Magazine of Jan. 2019

On New Year’s Day, 1914, renown pilot Tony Jannus, in a Benoist
Model XIV airboat with passenger, Abe Pheil, flew from St. Petersburg to
Tampa and commercial aviation in the world was born.
On January 1, 2014, the 100th Anniversary of the flight was re-enacted by
Eddie Hoffman, Jr. It was documented that the re-enactment was covered by
138 media sources, reaching 173 million people world-wide.
Flight 2014 is leading an effort to erect a world-class public
monument to the First Airline near the site of the original first flight
take-off in St. Petersburg, Florida.
Included in the First Airline public monument project is the Benoist Centennial Plaza located on the Pier Approach just west of the Pelican Parking
Lot in Downtown St. Petersburg along Second Avenue. The plaza will showcase a full scale airboat sculpture The monument will include an educational
component, seating and specialty paving surrounded by a gently sloping grass
lawn.
Visitors to Benoist Centennial Plaza will see first-hand how small the
―flying boat,‖ built of wood and canvas, actually was. They will have an opportunity to read about the visionary city leaders who brought the first recorded airline to St. Petersburg and created the St. Petersburg-Tampa Airboat Line.
Display of historical photos and original newspaper reports will help bring the
story of the Benoist Flight to life.
Flight 24 is a non-profit organization made up of aviation enthusiasts,
namely the FAHS, the Tony Jannus Distinguished Aviation Society and the
St. Petersburg Museum of History, who wish to preserve this historic site.
Already nearly $400,000 has been raised of the needed $750,000. If you
would like to be a sponsor contributor send your donation to Flight 2014
Treasurer John Bowman, 1636 1st Ave., N., St. Petersburg, Fl. 33713, or the
FAHS.
The go-ahead for the Plaza construction has been secured. This will be
supplemented by a full-scale stainless-steel Airboat reproduction center-piece
as funds come in.
First Airline Monument sponsors include: Southwest Airlines,
American Airlines, Alaska Airlines, former first passenger ex-St. Pete Mayor
Abe Pheil’s family and others.

BENOIST
PLAZA

Less than a month after the September 11th terrorist attacks on the
U.S., U.S. troops—with support from British, Canadian, French,
German and Australian forces—invaded Afghanistan to fight Al
Queda and the Taliban. Years later, the Global War on Terrorism is
truly global with Americans actively engaged in countering terrorism
in 80 nations on six continents. (40 Military Bases; 65 Counterterrorism Training; 26 Military Exercises;& 7 Air and Drone strikes.)
The war isn’t being waged by the military alone, which has spent
$1.9 trillion fighting terrorism since 2001. The State Dept. has spent
$127 billion in the last 17 years to train police, military and border
patrol agents in many counties and to develop antiterrorism education
programs, among other activities.
It’s no secre t that many Americans are fatigued by the wars in
Iraq and Afghanistan. Now it’s clear for the first time that the troops
are, too, according to a new poll conducted by Smithsonian with two
partners, the Defense Dept. publication Stars and Stripes and the
Schar School at George Mason University.
17 years after the U.S. led military invasions of Afghanistan and
Iraq, more then 80% of the 1,031 service members and veterans surveyed agreed with the statement that the occupations have ―been
going on too long.‖ As far as known, this survey was the first one to
pose that question to current and former service members. Their
frustration is significant because they also voiced strong support for
the war on terror generally, with 83% saying it should continue.
On the home front, 65% backed the move to deploy armed forces
at the U.S border with Mexico to prevent illegal immigration. At the
same time the great majority appeared to take a dim view of the administration’s proposal to deport noncitizen service members or their
families.
The military community was more in step with the administration’s proposed policy, currently being challenged in court, to ban
transgender people in the armed services; overall, only 39% said
transgender people should be allowed to serve. In particular, though
female and millennial respondents were more in favor of transgender
troops than the survey population as a whole, with more than 50%
expressing support.

DONALD ROEBLING AND THE WW II “ALLIGATOR.”
Donald Roebling, son of a wealthy New York industrialist,
designed a revolutionary amphibious vehicle that helped win
the war in the Pacific. Named the ―Alligator,‖ the Navy later
christened it the ―Landing Vehicle Tracked,‖ or LVT. A later
version was nicknamed the ―Water Buffalo.‖ Eventually more
than 15,000 of the vehicles were produced.
In the early 1930s Roebling began work on an amphibian
tracked vehicle that could be used to rescue survivors of
floods and hurricanes. Roebling spent 8 years perfecting his
design with initial development at Clearwater-Dunedin Florida. Propelled by tractor treads, the vehicle could travel 25
miles per hour on land and 10 at sea. In 1939 he demonstrated
the Alligtor to Marine Corps officials who recommended purchasing a vehicle for further testing and in 1940 funds were
appropriated to purchase a prototype. The first models were
delivered to the military shortly before Pearl Harbor. The
vehicle was first used at Guadalcanal. During the war newer
versions were produced with improved specifications and a
variety of armaments. Roebling refused royalties of the Alligator design returning $4,000 in production costs to the government.
Donald Roebling‟s grandfather designed the cables for the famous “Brooklyn Bridge.” Moving to Florida Donald Roebling was
instrumental in financing & developing the Clearwater Morton
Plant Hospital.
********************************************************************************

ROBIN OLDS, Fighter Pilot
BOOK REVUE: Excerpts from Robin‟s biography “Robin Olds,
Fighter Pilot,” by Christina Olds, his daughter, and Ed Rasimus,
a friend, (ISBN 978-0-312-56951-8) is a great book and sells for
around $16. For details contact Amazon.com or St. Martin‟s
Griffin, 175 5th Ave., N.Y., N.Y., 10010.
*******************************************************************************
****
THE EARLY YEARS
Robin Olds was born at Luke Field Hospital on July 14, 1922
to Army Air Corps Capt. Robert Olds & wife. When he was 4, his
mother died and Robin became an “Army Brat,” contemplating
becoming a fly boy like his Dad. Moving to Virginia he became
the captain of the high school football team at 6‟2” 190 lbs. and
tried to join the RAF in 1939 at age 17. His father refused to sign
the papers and he then returned to the Millard Military Prep contemplating an assignment to West Point. Robin was accepted to
the class of 1944 at West Point and during the ensuing years
made All-American as a line-man. With the advent of Pearl Harbor he was sent to the Spartan School of Aviation in Tulsa, OK
for flight training. Basic training ended by Christmas of 1942 &
Robin was back at West Point hoping to graduate early due to
the war, in June 1943. Just before graduation Robin lost his
Dad. With graduation and new 2nd Lt. bars on his collar he is
sent to Chandler, AZ for P-38 fighter training & then on to Muroc
Dry Lake in the Mojave Desert. Further training at Glendale resulted in 1st Lt. bars and a frustrating extensive looking for a
place to send a West Pointer for a flight commander position.
He is finally shipped overseas and arrives in Scotland and is
now newly arrived at Wattisham, England and has finally seen
action on D-Day. Aug. 1, 1944 comes and Robin is still frustrated
with zero victories.
Robin is now on patrol in France when he suddenly sees an opportunity…..resulting in downing his first two kills—Focke-Wulf
190s. Two weeks later. On Aug. 25, 1944, 11 days after Robins
first two victories the fighter group was destined to a sweep in
front of a bomber group. Robin was attempting to aid a fellow
pilot when his plane went into compressibility and started a downward dive….the day ended with Robin scoring three more victories to make him the squadron‟s first ace. They were now transitioning from Lightings to Mustang fighters and they have just
accompanied a bomber flight close to Berlin, missing their timed
assigned bomber group and now awaiting the fireworks…
Noticing a camera had been placed in Robin‟s wing just prior to
his next bomber escort mission. After a difficult camera bombing run Robin is now hi-tailing it for home…Robin has just finished his R & R and has arrived back in England to begin his
second round of aerial combat and is in conversation with Gen.
Spaatz….the war had just ended.

―Robin, I have some advice for you. You told me you intend
staying in the service. Now, that’s good and I’m glad. Now, I
know advice is cheap and often suspect, but here goes. You’ve had
a good start and there’s a long road in front of you, but always remember this. Your most difficult problem will be the people. In the
military, they mostly divide themselves into four major categories.
There are the ―me-firsters,‖ the‖me-gooders,‖ the ―deadwood, and
the ―dedicated.‖ You are among the minority, the ―dedicated.‖
Stick with them, search them out and work hard to be worthy of
their company. You won’t be popular with a lot of your bosses who
act dedicated but really aren’t, and that can make life difficult at
times. Beware of the ―deadwood.‖ Most of them mean well and, try
hard in their own way, are loyal and are even useful. But too often
they’ll botch things up and get you and your outfit in trouble.
―Watch out for the ―me-tooers. These guys will tell you whatever they think you want to hear. They borrow thoughts and ideas
from others and present them to you as though they were their own.
They are the opportunists who look for every avenue to advance
themselves, without sticking their own necks out. They ride
someone’s coattails and try to make themselves indispensable to the
boss. Believe me, they are not to be trusted. You don’t want yes
men around you, but you can’t always avoid them. ‖
Spaatz went on to warn, ―The worst and most dangerous are the
―me-firsters.‖ Most of them are intelligent and totally ruthless.
They use the service for their own gain and will not hesitate to stick
a knife in your back at the slightest indication you might stand in
their way. They seem arrogant, but don’t be fooled They are really
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Robin, in his proudest moment—being
lifted on his Sqd.‟s
shoulders after completing his 100th mission in Vietnam at
age 44.

Col. Robin Olds ...AllAmerican at West
Point, 16 aerial victories in WW II & Vietnam & married to a
Hollywood movie star.

All-American football player at West Point, 16 victories in
WW II & VietnamHe
& destroyed
married to
a Hollywood
movie
30%
of the enemy‟s
MIG-star.
17s..”He was the bravest Man I
have ever met!” …..
Ralph Wetterhahn, wingman.

completely lacking in true self– confidence. Do you understand
all that?‖
I nodded, knowing that if I didn’t understand all of it in that
moment, I sure as hell would remember and understand it in the
future.
Gen. Spaatz smiled and stood up. He reached out and shook my
hand as he said, ―Well, I’ve kept those great people out there waiting
long enough.‖ He reached into the inside pocket of his Eisenhower
jacket and pulled out a large bundle of francs. ―Here, Robin, take this.
Those guys out there don’t know their contributions to this poker table
will be used to aid and abet the delinquency of a junior officer. Don’t
try to refuse. I’ve had Sully set up a driver and a staff car for you. It’s
out front. get out of here and get lost in Paris. I’m sure you’ll find
lots to amuse yourself.
A general is not to be disobeyed. In Paris, the money could buy a
lot. I wound up with six bottles of champagne and three very affectionate girls who may have been professionals at this sort of thing. In
the morning the girls were gone. So were my watch and wallet. My
clothes, however, were cleaned, pressed, and neatly folded beside the
bed. The hotel owner took pity on me, fed me for the remainder of my
stay, and then had his wife drive me to the airdrome. I pondered Gen.
Spaaatz’s words during that flight home. In fact, I pondered his words
for the rest of my career.
When I returned to Wattisham, six days past my authorized twoday leave, serious instruction and orientation for the South Pacific
ensued The men endured long lectures about mosquitoes, snakes, and
lice, how to purify water, read maps, and avoid malaria and yellow
fever, all while fighting our Asian enemy. We watched films on how
to survive in the jungle, how to not get venereal diseases (far more
interesting films than how to avoid bug bites), and a couple of shorts
on Japan, reminding us why we were at war. Mixed in with this serious stuff were orders on increasing exercise. We all took that very
seriously. Volleyball games became brutal. Men got hurt playing
softball. Boxing matches drew blood. The enlisted men returned to
the rifle range and remembered they were in the army. Pilots studied
stacks of photos of Japanese aircraft and flew a few training missions.
Best of all, some of our pilots who had been POWs came back for a
quick visit before heading home. Imagine our happiness at seeing
Hub Zemke, Al Tucker, Frank Keller, Tom Neeley Ronald Maley and
Ossie Duval. Many pints of ale were downed and spilled as we greeted our massing pals.
June brought more training, more exercise, more inspections, longer showers, more pub crawling, three-day and longer passes, personnel
transfers and the establishment of the Wattisham Kennel Club for the
many pampered dogs collected over the months. A station field day
was held, involving three-legged races, bicycle obstacle races, volleyball tournaments and even an air show put on by four of us. A picnic
of fried chicken and ice cream was followed by a baseball game, dancing, beer and quite probably the conception of a few children.
(Continued next edition.)
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FAHS MEETINGS FOR
1st Saturday Monthly meeting of the FAHS at AWAPS
Albert Whitted Airport, 451 8th Ave. S.E., St. Petersburg, FL.
33701, all invited.
Informal Luncheon “Hangar Flying” each Wednesday
noon at the Largo Family Restaurant, 788 N. Missouri Ave.,
Largo, Fl. 33770, Phone: 727 584 7330.
(Our 42nd Year.)
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YESTERDAY‟S FLORIDA AVIATION HISTORY
THE WAR YEARS
Jan. 1, 1940...At thse beginning of 1940 there were 8 military installations in
Florida. By 1943, there were 172.
National Airlines moves its H.Q. from St. Petersburg to Atlanta.
Jan. 2, 1940...Orlando...487 neophyte pilots join the Florida Flying
Alligator Club by walking through a pit of of alligators for initiation at the
Coliseum. Membership now stands at 1,900.
Jan. 3, 1940...St. Petersburg...Over 200 planes in the Light Plane Cavalcade
(Aerocade) fly to St. Petersburg to fill up on cold orange juice. The party lasts
3 days.
Jan. 4, 1940...Miami...Over 1,000 planes arrive in Miami for the Air
Maneuvers.
Jan. 7, 1940...Light planes in 5 planes or less squadrons leave Miami for West
Palm Beach. Pilots spend an average of $5-$10/day with Gulf Oil paying for
the fuel.
March 1940...Orlando...The Monocoupe Company moves from St. Louis to
Orlando.
March 11, 1940…Tampa...The first 600 troops arrive at MacDill from Barksdale Field. They are attached to B-17s and B-18s from the 29th Group.
May 1940...Lakeland—E. J. Sias, Lincoln School of Aeronautics in Omaha,
Nebraska makes a deal to move his aviation school to Lakeland where there is
all-year-round flying weather.
May 15, 1940...Tampa—14 B-17 bombers from Langley Field land at Drew
Field.
June 1940...Tampa—Flag raising ceremony at MacDill.
July 1940...Miami—Pan American Airways sets up a Navigation School at
Dinner Key and begins training over 5000 navigators.
August 1940...Orlando—Production of Monocoupe light planes commences.
They produce about 50 planes before war stops production.
September 16, 1940...Selective Service (Draft) becomes law.
September 31, 1940...President Roosevelt trades 50 old World War l
destroyers to England for bases in Iceland, Northern Ireland, Bermuda and
Trinidad.
October 1940...Jacksonville—The Naval Air Station is commissioned
(formerly Camp Johnston). By 1945 it will cover 3000 acres with 30,000
personnel;

451 8th Ave. S.E., St. Petersburg, FL.., 33701
**************************
VOLUNTARY QUESTIONAIRE: Are you a pilot? Y___N___;
Are you a Veteran? Y___ N___; If yes, which war: WW II___, Korean
War___? Vietnam War?___Cold War?___Iraq Wars?_______;
Flying Hours____________Highest rating or rank?_______________ .
What is the Month & Day of your birth?_________Year optional___

FAHS Address: AWAPS, Albert Whitted Airport,
(To receive a membership card, you must include internet address.)

Nine number ZIP Code……………………………..
Internet Address:
Phone:

NAME……………………………………………………………
….
ADDRESS………………………………………………………….
.
ENCLOSED FIND________dollars to cover my membership.
Those with Winter-Summer (2) addresses, must notify the
FAHS when they change residencies.
Membership Application Form
*********************
Membership: Individual $20; Gift Subscriptions $10
Contributing Member, $25; Benefactor, $100 and up.

FLORIDA AVIATION (AEROSPACE)
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

