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ñKEEP THE BLUE SIDE UPò 

Florida, where Naval Aviation, Commercial  

Aviation & Space Travel Began. 
 

               ñItôs not who is right; it is what is right. 

   Web Site: floridaahs.org 

   

òHAPPY LANDINGSó 

Newsletter of the Florida Aviation (AeroSpace)  Historical Society  

WRITE TO US! 
 

We welcome your comments.  
Mail to FAHS,  P.O. Box 127, 
Indian Rocks Beach, FL. 

33785. 
 Email to  

Warren.brown1924@gmail.com 

Letters may be edited for brevity & 

clarity. 

Ed. Internet Addr: warren.brown1924@gmail.com 

FROM CAPE CANAVERAL TO MARSðBUT WHEN & IF? 
 ITôS A LOFTY GOAL THAT WILL PROBABLY TAKE 
PLACE BY THE 2030s; ITôS DOABLE WITH PEOPLE 
LIKE ELON MUSK & THE ñSPACE Xò PROGRAM. 

     Can we really send humans 40 million miles to Mars and back in 
the near future?  Very likely, experts say.  But how would such a jour-
ney impact the health of long-term space travelers?   
      Enter Carl A. Olsson of Advanced Urology Centers of New York 

and Michael Leapman, M.D., assistant professor in the Dept. of  
Urology at the Yale School of Medicine.  Their studies incorporate 
ongoing research collected from the International Space Station and 
focus on gender difference in  osteoporosis and fertility, as well as 
issues of the genitourinary tract (which includes the reproductive or-
gans and the urinary system) during prolonged missions in space. 
     Gravity Matters:  Humans have already survived prolonged space 
flights. Record holder Russian cosmonaut Valeri Polyakov logged an 

uninterrupted 483 days in space back in 1995 and American astronaut 
Scott Kelly claimed the second-longest stay at 340 days in 2016.  On 
April 24, 2017, astronaut Peggy Whitson broke the record for most 
cumulative days spent in space 
     According to Olsson, a mission to Mars would likely take, ñat mini-
mum, two years,ò including time spent for data collection on the 
planetôs surface as well as the round-trip flight.  Thatôs twice the length 
of time any human being has thus far lived in microgravity, or weight-

lessness, which NASA defines not as zero gravity but as very weak 
gravity.  Some researchers speculate a single journey to Mars and back 
could expose a space traveler to two-thirds of their safe lifetime limit 
for radiation exposure, thus increasing chances of future cancers and 
DNA damage.  The heart is also affected by zero gravity becoming 
more spherical with less muscle mass after prolonged exposure which 
could cause cardiac problems during a lengthy Mars mission.  
 

     The missionôs duration matters because the human body reacts dif-
ferently to microgravityðwhich negatively impacts both skeletal and 
renal healthðthan it does to Earthô stronger gravitational pull. 
     ñDuring the earliest space missions of the 1960s scientists observed 
prompt changes in bone density and leakage of calcium into the urine.  
So skeletal health is a big concernò Leapman explains.  
     Olsson elaborates:  ñEarthôs gravity pulls bodily fluidðmeaning 
blood, plasma, and bodily fluidòðmeaning blood plasma and urineð
òdown into the direction of our feet, or, when weôre lying down, to-

ward the back.  In microgravity more fluid goes to the brain and upper 
torso.ò 
     The result, he says, is that bodies in space immediately react to 
protect the heart, brain, and eyesight from too much fluid, working to 
readjust total blood volume mass through urine loss, as well as through 
calcium leakage from the bones into the urine.  
     ñAstronauts become significantly dehydrated with losses of 2% to 
3% of the entire bodyôs water,ò says Olsson.  Such fluid loss may  
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LATE BREAKING NEWS- 
 

      New applicants to the Florida Aviation Hall of Fame 

include:  Col. Joseph Kinego (USAF retired), Lee 

Lauderback, (test pilot extraordinary), Bob Mosley, 

(Zackôs brother +). 

     Induction of General Chappie James and pioneer pilot 

Russell St.Arnold scheduled to be held April 15th at the 
Florida Aviation Museum at Sunôn Fun  in Lakeland, FL  

has been postponed until we can secure adequate photos of 

Mr. St. Arnoldé. 
     Colorfast, our printer, has most graciously agreed to print 
HAPPY LANDINGS without charge.  Their reasoning?  The 

editor and Society have been loyal users of their services for over 
20 years.  As a result, we are turning the savings over to our Avi-
ation Scholarship Program which began in 2017 & improving 
the Florida Aviation Hall  of Fame.  . 

     The Annual Luncheon was held on Feb. 3, at the St. 

Petersburg Yacht Club with 22 attendees.  Sierra LePore  

graciously gave an update on the FAHS Scholarship Pro-

gram which was inaugurated last year.  Both recipients of 

the $1,000 award were busy at Riddle University and were 
unable to attend. 
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trigger a range of renal problems, including kidney stones.  
     Overriding microgravity:  Left untreated, kidney stones can be painful 
and life-threatening.  ñThatôs why urologists are involved,ò Leapman says.   
ñWe can walk (an astronaut) through an emergency situation in space when 

kidneys are blocked.  NASA is developing contingency plans so astronauts 
can perform ultrasounds, downlink to medical personnel on Earth, and theo-
retically perform an emergency procedure on themselves if necessary,ò he 
adds. 
     Bone density loss also contributes to osteoporosis, a condition where the 
bones become brittle and fragile, which can lead to bone fractures.  To 
maintain bone health as well as strong cardiovascular systems, NASA crew 
members exercise on average two hours each day.  Olsson says astronauts 

use AREDs or advanced resistance exercise devices aboard NASA 
flightsð the equivalent of lifting weights in space.    As for dehydration, 
NASA has developed a specially formulated electrolyte concentrate called 
ñThe Right Stuffò a daily staple of astronauts 'space diets.   
   Is there a gender divide?  ñTo boldly go where no man has gone beforeò 
goes the famous Star Trek refrain.  Memo to Captain Kirk:  NASAôs latest 
class of astronauts is 50% female. 
     When it comes to  gender difference, ñThere donôt seem to be that 

many,ò Olsson says.  Bone density changes occur in both men and women 
at the same rates.  ñWomen may have different baselines, but no worsening 
in space than men do.ò  
     ñFor decades there was a sexist attitude:  Can women tolerate the stresses 
of space?  We have female astronauts approaching their seventh decades, 
still flying and doing well and women  in space who then had children, or 
whoôve gone to space after having children,ò says Olsson.  
     Similar to Polyakov and Kelly, women astronauts show no long-term 

health or fertility effects once theyôve returned to Earth.  Leapman says 
research shows that once the known physiological challenges of the micro-
gravity state are controlled for, both genders can thrive among the stars. 
  But will a Mars mission really happen, in our lifetime? 
     ñItôs a lofty goal,ò admits Leapman.  ñI think itôs going to happen by the 
2030s,ò predicts Olsson, citing the Space-X program of entrepreneur Elon 
Musk, who ñhas done an amazing job catching up to, and exceeding, the 
capacity of NASA in very few years.  Itôs doable with people like Musk on 
board, along with the entire NASA effort. 
 The above was taken from the fine article that appeared in WebMD magazine, 
written by Matt McMillen and Lauren Kennedy 

*********************************************************** 

COMMENT FROM ñWIREDò MAGAZINE 
     SpaceX has had a busy start to 2018..  Just in the past two months, 
Elon Muskôs aerospace company has sent a Tesla Roadster hurtling 

towards Marsô orbit, launched the first of thousands of broadband satel-
lites meant to power a global internet, and resupplied the International 
Space Station using its Falcon 9 rocket.  But as far as SpaceX president 

Gwynne Shotwell is concerned, there are much, much bigger things to 
comeðand as Erin Griffith reports from the TED conference currently 
underway in Vancouver, Canada, Shotwell might just be thinking  even 

bigger than Musk himelf.   
     Shotwellôs boss talks a big game about sending humans to Mars, and 
indeed, she projects that her company will start shuttling people to the 

Red Planet within the next 10 years (though, as Griffin notes, SpaceX 
has a reputation for missing its ambitious deadlines).  But Mars is just 
step one;  Shotwell dreams of one day transporting humans to other 

solar systems and galaxies.  ñMars is fine, but itôs a fixer-upper planet,ò 
she told her audience at TED       
 
 
    

CuriosityðInterestðInsightðAction ! 

 
WHY WE LIVE ON EARTH 

(Exerpts from Samantha Cristoforettiôs article in Nationl Geographic 
March 2018. 

     Thirteen things make life on Earth possible.  Earth is well 
equipped as a planet and ideally placed in our solar system and 
galaxy to support life as we know it.  The product of some 4.6 
billion years of cosmic construction, our planet is flush with life 

thanks to a fortuitous set of conditions from the optimal chemical 
makeup of our planetary core to our safe distance from the hidden 
black hole at the heart of our galaxy. 
      We have an ozone layer to block harmful rays.  We have a big 
moon to stabilize our axial wabble.  Earthôs varied surfaces sup-
port many life-forms.  Our magnetic field deflects solar tempests.    
We are at just the right distance from the sun.  We have the right 
stuff to host a dynamic core (The interstellar cloud of gas and dust 

that gave rise to Earth contained enough radioactive elements to 
power a churning core for billions of years.  This creates a magnet-
ic field that protects the planet from dangers like solar flares.)  We 
have giant planets that protect us from afar.  Our sun offers protec-
tion from galactic debris.  Our galactic path steers us clear of haz-
ards.  Our location is far from stellar crowds. 
     Bound by gravity and biology, we canôt easily step outside it, 
above it, or away from it ðour Earth.  For most of us, Earth is 

inescapably larger than life.  Even now, after nearly six decades of 
human spaceflight,  precious few people have rocketed into orbit 
and seen the sun peeking out from behind that curved horizon.  
Since 1961, a mere 556 people have had this rarefied experience. 
24 beyond the orbits of most satellites,  Twelve have walked on 
the moon.  J 
ust 24 have watched Earth shrink in the distance, growing smaller 
until it was no larger than the face of a wristwatch.  And only six 

have been completely alone behind the far side of the moon, cut 
off from a view of our planet as they sailed in an endlessly deep, 
star-studded sea.   
     Mars, about half the size of Earth & a tenth of its mass, with a 
patchy magnetic field & weaker gravity, hold on to just a thin 
atmosphere & little to no liquid water on its surfaceðYET It  

The BFR (ñBig Falcon-9  Rocketò), 40 feet bigger than the Statue of 

Liberty, is off for Mars earliest in 2022.  Constructed on Terminal 
Island, Los Angeles, to be tested in McGregor, TX., launched from 
Brownsville, TX, the 348 ft. tall rocket will eventually carry the  

manned Dragon Capsule. 
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                    PALM BEACH COUNTY 
                      AVIATION HISTORY 
      
     In 1911, a land promotor, George G. Currie brought in Canadian flyer 
J. A. McCurdy to put on an aerial show to publicize his Bethesda  
subdivision.  This aviation event was Palm Beach Countyôs first exposure 
to the flying machine. 
     By 1917, there were three local sea plane bases in North Flagler, Lake 
Worth and Lantana but no land fields. 
     In 1919, America Oceanic Company offered flights from Miami to 
Bimini for $100.  They also offered 15 minute flights in their Curtiss sea-

planes at $15/person and aerial bootleggers benefitted from prohibition by 
taking thirsty passengers to Cuba or to the Bahamas where drinking alco-
hol was legal.  
     Arthur ñPappyò Burns Chalk is credited with one of the worldôs  
earliest airlines when he founded Chalkôs Flying Service in Miami in 
1919.  His seaplanes were often seen flying over the Palm Beach area and 
the Curtiss Metropolitan Airplane Company delivered newspapers from 
Miami to West Palm Beach during the early 1920s.   

     Prohibition created a hidden market for Loening Amphibians.  These 
Ducks were capable of carrying 60-70 cases of liquor and were able to 
elude the Coast Guard by landing in hidden seaways and runways around 
West Palm Beach.  
     The most common use of Loenings by smugglers was the chartering of 
an amphibian from a charter-flying company.  The charteree would pay 
$1/mile plus an extra $5 per case of ñluggageò (the luggage was covered 
so the pilot could not see the merchandise).  One hour charter flights 

would average about $300 per trip.  The operation was legal for the  
charter pilot as he did no buying or selling nor visualized the covered 
baggage     Two successful operators in the charter business were Pappy 
Chalk, out of Miami, and Charley Collar, former Navy pilot and govern-
ment inspector, out of Palm Beach. 
     Collarôs build-up started in 1930 in Palm Beach.  He and a partner 
bought the southern branch of Roosevelt Flying Service,  a charter opera-
tor, with its main office in Mineola, Long Island, and its southern base on 

the Palm Beach side of Lake Worth.  Collar moved its operation over to 
his own setup in West Palm Beach.  He bought a  Loening Duck and  
started charging $150 for a round trip to Nassau. 
     If Collarôs plane landed at an off-beat spot, an additional fee of $5/case 
was added.  Another bootlegger, Art Bartlebaugh, operated two Loenings 
out of Punta Gorda. 
     Collar extended his passenger flying and by 1932, it had grown to a 
regular once-a-week service from Palm Beach to Nassau, mostly  

patronized by socialites.  Because of new plans, Collar sold his first 
Loening to another charter operator, Jack Gross, who continued this 
operation. 
     In 1933, with the end of prohibition, Collar acquired a Loening Cabin 
plane and started selling Lobster tails.  He would pick up 2000 pounds of 
tails in the Bahamas for about 4 cents/lb., ship them to New York where 
he got 70  cents/lb.  This worked until gangsters got into the act and his 
price fell to 25 cents/lb. 
     The beginning of Bahama Airways now took place, when the  

Canadian mining millionaire, Sir Harry Oakes (later to be murdered in the 
crime of the century) took an interest in Collarôs flying.  Oakes frequently 
chartered the popular Charley and his Duck.   Oakes  then teamed Collar 
with Sir Harold Christie of Nassau, who would later arrange for Oakes 
murder, to channel their activities into an airline venture.  Oakes became 
the real ñDaddyò of flying in the Bahamas.  He built flying fields in the 
island where Christie ran his immensely profitable real estate promotions, 
conveniently fed by air transport under his control. 

     In 1941, Collar rejoined the Navy and after the war returned to the 
Bahamas operation prior to becoming a leading government inspector and 
administrator. 
     By the late 1920s, local area businesses began to push for a Palm 
Beach County Airport.  Cooper C. Lightbrown donated  funds to buy the 
land in 1930 and a Palm Beach County Aviation Commission was        

created.  
     Carmichael Field was typical of the areas early airfields.  It was here 
that Mr. Carmichael catered to the small sports planes that most of his 
friends owned. 

     Grace Morrison was one of Carmichaelôs most famous students.   
Making her debut on June 19, 1932, she was the first area aviatrix to solo.  
Later, actively lobbying for money for an air field she played a pivotal role 
in the creation of the first municipal field which was first used by Eastern 
Air Transport for an airmail stop in 1931.  
     Originally a large grass strip called Roosevelt Field Municipal, it was  
transformed in 1935-36 into an airport with three paved asphalt runways, 
each 3000 ft. long and 100 ft. wide.  Work was performed by the Aviation 

Division of the State Road Department under the direction of A. B. 
McMullen of Tampa and the WPA (The Works Progress Administration, 
or ñWPAò was a Federal Govt. program to get people working after the 
Depression of 1932).  It was renamed Morrison Field in honor of Grace.   
     In Dec. 1936, Eastern began passenger service from the field and night 
lighting facilities were added. 
     In January 1939-1940, up to 500 light planes converged on Florida 
from all over the U.S.  Under the sponsorship of the Gulf Oil Company, 

which offered free fuel to the pilot of any light plane who wanted to fly to 
Miami from anywhere in the country for the air races, and the manufactur-
ers of the Piper Cub, Taylorcraft and Aeronca light planes, the cavalcaders 
met at Orlando.  After partying, the cavalcade proceeded to West Palm for 
an overnight stop on the way to Miamiôs All American Air Maneuvers. 
     Lantana Airport, a haven for private pilots and non-scheduled  
commercial operations located about five exits south of Palm Beach  
International Airport was constructed in the summer of 1941 with Federal 

money.  It was set up to be a Civil Aeronautics Administration model air-
port. 
     During WW II, Lantana was used by the Civil Air Patrol (CAP) for  
anti-submarine patrol and was designated for Navy training and military 
use.  The nationôs oldest CAP unit, the Lantana-Lake Worth unit was 
based there.  It had an old wooden hangar built in 1940 by Butler Aviation 
with the help of a $9000 loan from Howard Hughes.  It was here that  
popular cartoonist Zack Mosley, who created the Smilin Jack comic strip, 
kept his studio.  Bill Lear, of Lear jet fame, serviced the radios in that 

hangar.  The hangar was demolished in January 1987.   
     During WW II, Morrison Field served the war effort as a transport base 
and the departure point for thousands of soldiers enroute to Normandy, 
Italy and North Africa.  In 1947, it changed its name to Palm Beach  
International Airport.  During the Korean War is was reactivated as a mili-
tary training center and in 1960 reverted back to civilian status.   
     In 1966, the main terminal was dedicated and in 1974, Delta Airlines 
constructed an additional terminal.  A newer terminal opened in 1988. 

     Palm Beach International has become a world leader in aviation,  
ranking 50th in the world in number of takeoffs and landings in 1988.  The 
airport is owned by Palm Beach County and is operated by the Palm Beach 
County Department of Airports.   
***********************************************************  
     Pensacola, Flaé.Eight years before Charles Lindbergh made the first 
non-stop solo flight from N.Y. To Paris, six American airmen were first 
across the Atlantic in the Navy seaplane NC-4 now at the National Muse-

um of Naval Aviation at the Penscola NAS.  The Navy seaplane celebrated 
its 99th anniversary of the start of the worldôs first flight across the Atlan-
tic which began on May 8th, 1919 from Rockaway Beach, N.Y,. 
********************************************************** 

MIAMIôS HIALEAH FIELD IN 1923. 

     Hialeah Field was founded by Glenn Curtiss in 1912 & leased the 
field to the Marine Corps during WW I in 1918 where 200 offices and 100 
enlisted men were trained flying 23 Curtiss Jennies. 
      The field is privately owned 8 miles from the center of Miami.   
Obstructions:  Hangar on the east and a low antenna 80 ft. high  on radio 

station on the northeast.  Accommodations:   Hangar capable of  accom-
modating five planes.  Accommodations for personnel in Hialeah or Mi-
ami.  Communications:  Telephone available in Miami.  (Information for above  

from the Aeronautical Bulletin, dated Nov. 1, 1923, published in the Airways Section by the 

Chief of the Air Service, Washington D.C.)   



     AMELIA EARHART, The Truth at Last, 2nd Edition, by FAHSô Mike Camp-

bell.  The long held secrets exposed.  A must read.  370 pages filled with top-secret 

information.  Contact www.sunburypress.com, or amagon.com, price, $19.95. 

      AVON PARK Air Force veterans...Kathy Couturier is writing a book on the 

history of the Avon Park AF Range in Florida, and she would like to interview you.  

Her phone:  863 452 4288, email: kathy.couturier.ctr@us.af.mil    

Several original, limited prints by famed artists (Taylor, Trudigan, etc.) Me109, The 

Battle of Britain, framed, signed, $300, negotiable.  Paul Leaser, 1829 Foxboro Ct., 

Oldsmar, FL. 34670, phone: 727 781 6569.  

         ñLetters From the Cockpit,ò by FAHSô Neil Cosentino. 110 pages of sheer 

delight (?) from Vietnam to the Bahamas, interesting tidbits of a man whoôs experi-

enced the life you wished you had spent.  Contact Neil for details, 813 784 4669.      

   ñON GODôS WINGS,ò A daughterôs inspirational story of her Dad and his miracle, 

by Teri Louden, $24.95, call 619 894 8374.   

          Bill Dyer Jr., would like to purchase Book 3 of ñCLOUD COUNTRY by Jim-

mie Mattern.  It was written about 1936. Bill Dyer, Jr.,  1607 Cambridge Dr., Kinston, 

NC 28504. 

 FROM CROP DUSTER TO AIRLINE CAPTAIN, The biography of FAHSô and 

the Florida Aviation Hall of Fameôs Capt. LeRoy Brown assisted by FAHS member 

Dr. Leo F. Murphy.  Hard cover, 218 pages, ISBN 10-1-60452-076-0, price $34.  

Order on line at www.bluewaterpress.com/captain.com or autographed by Capt. 

Brown at P.O. Box 144, Zellwood FL., 32798.        

             LAND OF THE MORNING CALM...A story of a war that could have been 

but wasnôt.  All about a cable set in motion by the firing of Douglas MacArthur that 

attempts to reignite a conflict in Korea 20 years later.  The plot is foiled by an unlikely 

love affair.  $13.95, email varnerjr@verizon.net               

     NEW BOOK ñThe Making of St. Petersburg, Florida,ò by Will Michaels.  

Includes Chapters on the First Airline, Babe Ruth in St. Pete, The Pier, and many 

more.  For a signed copy contact wmichaels2@tampabay.rr.com $25 (includes post)). 

       THE TRUE STORY OF CATCH 22, by Patricia Meder, daughter of the final 

commander of the 340th Bomb Group, fictional setting of Joseph Hellerôs book, Catch 

22.  Any resemblance to persons living or dead in Mederôs book is in fact actual.  . 240 

pages, available from Amazon.  

 ñ375 YEARS OF THE AMERICAN CITIZEN SOLDIERñ....published by FAHSô 

Britt Borchiardy.  The story of Americaôs militia, the ñNational Guard.ñ  178 pages.  

Contact  Smyrna Media Group, P.O. Box 1061, Clearwater, FL. 33757,  This is a must 

for history buffsð book available FREE  on the internet by downloading: http://

www.SmyrnaMediaGroup.com/#links   

     FORT WAYNE AVIATION,  Baer Field & Beyond,ò by FAHSô Roger Myers, 

130 photos.  Price $24 includes P & H.  Phone: 260 747 4775; E-mail ROGER-

FORTWAYNE@2AOL.COM.  Roger is a former WW II bombardier.           

                 ñBEFORE THEY WERE THE BLACK SHEEPò  By Carl Dunbar, 

Univ. Press of Florida, ISBN 978-0-8130-3725-7, 305 pgs., hardback, $32., ñòA must 

read for young Navy officers as they enter aviation training.ò        

      ñTONY, AN EXTRAORDINARY LIFE,ò  By FAHS member Patrick Lemmon.  

The story of Tony Jannus as it should have happened.  The book uses historical data 

and puts them into a story-book form.  Should be able to pick up at Amazon.com: 

ISBN 978 0 9814956 0 6, or by writing ñFiction Publishing, 5626 Travelers  Way, Ft. 

Pierce, FL. 34982 or email: fiction ub@bellsouth.net.    

      ñCOME UP AND GET ME,ò  FAHSô own Col. Joe Kittingerôs new book, avail-

able from Amazon.com for about $25.  For details:  hisfits@earthlink.net.  

         ANGEL ON MY WING by FAHSôs  Lt.Col. Richard B. Lewisðmemoirs of 

missions during 8th AF, 493rd BG,. 862nd BS during WWII  (35 missions).  Newly re

-publishedð6 x 9, 122 pages, color, personally signed, $14.95 + shipping.    Email: 

aomwing@aol.com, www.angelonmywing.com, check to 9211 Spyglass Court, Jack-

sonville, FL. 32256, Also Ebay.  

     JACKIE COCHRAN, soft cover now available, $24.95 by Doris Rich.  288 pag-

es, ISBN 978-0-8130-3506-2.  Jackie is a member of the Florida. Aviation Hall of 

Fame.  Orders 800 226 3822 or www.UPF.com 

      ñHagler Field, A History of Pensacolaôs Airport,ò  A new book by FAHSô Leo F. 

Murphy.  Full color soft book chronicles the history of military & civilian landplane 

operations in Pensacola..  Available at $29.95 (no shipping charge to FAHS members) 

or by writing Leo at  P. O. Box 7176, Daytona Beach, FL. 32116; email: leomur-

phy18@gmail.com or phone 850 341 6400.. 

     HEDGEHOPPING AVIATION, A Book For Pilots By a Pilot...by FAHSô 

Clyde E. Roach, ISBN: 978-1-4389-6137-8, also ñConfessions of an Airline Pilotò 

37 years with Eastern Airlinesé.contact:  ceroach1921@gmail.com      

     -  

         ñTHE GOLDEN AGE OF FLYINGò, Frontier Air Lines 1946-1986, by Capt. 

Tex Searle.  E-mail: texsearle@msn.com, available at Barnes & Noble and Amazon. 

and former PAA Captain David McLay, P.O. Box 7170 Safety Harbor, FL., 34695.. 

      

EXTRAORDINARY PLANES, EXTRAORDINARY PIOTS...softbound, 

128 pages depicting unique flight test aircraft and flight test techniques.  De-

scriptions & photos of the aircraft and tests and some of the test pilots. Fundraiser 

for the charitable arm of the Society of Experimental Test Pilots.  Order by 

phone: 301 769-4881, email skyrydrs2@earthlink.net.  Price not given. 

óBORN TO FLYò... by Capt. Pete Vandersluis.  Soft cover 314 pgs. With over 

50 photos.  Book covers pilot from a high school drop-out to 757 Eastern Captain 

who worked 6  airlines and was  involved in 4 hijackings. Includes experience as 

an air show pilot and tells about the misleading actions of the unions representing 

employees.  Send $25 to Captain Pete Vandersluis, 1791 Earhart Court, Daytona 

Beach, FL 32128, email:  www.authorstobelievein.com 

          MILITARY MEMORIES 1949-1969, by FAHSô Bob Widner.  Photo 

story of duty at Lackland, Scott, Stoneman, Clark, Johnson, Wallace Air Station, 

Craig and MacDill AFB.  $11.95, soft cover.  Contact: bwid-

ner1@tampabay.rr.com 

         FIRST FLIGHT SOCIETY in Kitty Hawk, NC is looking for new mem-

bers.  You will receive 4 newsletters covering society events plus other interest-

ing articles.  Send check  $35 to FFS, PO Box 1903, Kitty Hawk, NC 27949.      

     ñSEA DART,ò by FAHS member B.J. Long, the story of the experimental 

supersonic seaplane interceptor.  73 pages soft cover.  ISBN 0-942612-23-X.  

Details:  Steve Ginter, 1754 Warfield Cir., Simi Valley, CA 93063.       

                óMY LIFE IN THE SKY,ò by FAHSô Capt. Ed. Mitchell.  His story 

of flying in the first B-29 raid over Japan since the Doolittle raid, through his 

experiences flying for Seaboard World Airlines.  To order, send check for $18.00 

(postage included) to Ed Mitchell, 742 Arbordale Court, Englewood, FL., 34223. 

                         ñFLORIDAôS AVIATION HISTORY,ò 2nd edition.  350 pag-

es, includes databank chronology, by FAHS News Editor, Warren Brown.  $15, 

to P.O. Box 127, Indian Rocks, FL., 33785. 

            ñITôS BEST TO BE LUCKY,ò the combat experiences of FAHS mem-

ber Curtis C. Truver in Korea flying F-80s and F-86s and in Vietnam flying the 

F4Cs.  Send $10.50 to the author at 4152 Prima Vista Circle, Jacksonville, Fl., 

32217. 

      ñGEORGE PREDDY, TOP MUSTANG ACE,ò  is sold out in both hard & 

soft cover editions.  However, it has been placed on Kindle and Nook.  Also 

placed there is the first book on Preddy: Wings God Gave My Soul.  They are 

priced at $4.99 each.  The DVD Preddy The Mustang Ace is still available at 

$19.95.  Call Joe Noah, 434 374 2781 or write Joe at noahjoew@gmail.com. 

          FORD In The Service of America, ISBN 978-0-7864-4485-4, soft cover, 

70 photos.  $40, including postage & taxes.  Relates the entire story of Fordôs 

contribution to winning both WW I and WW II.   Tim OôCallaghan, P.O. Box 

512, Northville, MI 48167.  Web page: www.fordatwar.com 

     THE BLIMP GOES TO WAR,ò 90 minute VHS video documentary pro-

duced by FAHS member, Richard G. Van Treuren.  $35, to Atlantis Productions, 

P.O. Box 700, Edgewater, FL. 32132. 

           ñAMERICAN AIRSHIP BASES AND FACILITIES,ò a  book by 

James R. Shock. Write: Atlantis Productions, P.O. Box 700, Edgewater, FL. 

32132,  $35. 

          PAN AMERICAN WORLD AIRWAYS relics, insignias, timetables, 

posters, flight manuals, postcards, labels, photos.  Trades available.  Contact 

FAHS member and former PAA Captain David McLay, P.O. Box 170 Safety 

Harbor, FL., 34695.. 

     HISTORIC FLIGHTS...quality photos of Space Shuttle launches and land-

ings and close-up static pad photos by FAHSô ñMan at the Cape,ò John Salisbury.  

Write John at 461 Vihlen Rd., Sanford, FL., 32771 or phone 407 322 1085. 

     ñ      THE B-26 MARAUDER HISTORICAL SOCIETY, To insure This 

Aircraftôs Rightful Recognition .  $45/Yr. or $80/2Yrs...Send to MHS HDQTRS 

3900 E. Timrod St., Tucson, AZ 85711-4170.  E-Mail Admin@b-26MHS.org     

            VALIENT AIR COMMAND.  Preserving history for the future .  Mem-

bership available, donations welcome.  Warbird Museum open, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

daily.  Contact Lloyd Morris,  407 268 1941 or write 6600 Tico Rd., Titusville, 

FL., 32780. 

     THE FLORIDA AIR MUSEUM AT SUNôN FUN is looking for members 

and volunteers to help maintain Floridaôs official ñAir Museum.ò  To become a 

member, send $35 to P.O. Box 7670, Lakeland, FL. 33807-7670; phone 863 648 

9264.  The Museum is located on Lakelandôs Airport.  This is the cousin-

organization of the FAHS, since we both have a joint-relationship with the Flori-

da Aviation Hall of Fame and Florida aviation archives, both located in the Muse-

um.  

          ñAVIATION IN FLORIDA,ò  by FAHS member Keven M. McCarthy.  

174 pages, hardback, $18.95 plus postage.  ISBN 1-56164-281-9.  Write Pineap-

ple Press, P.O. Box 3889, Sarasota, FL., 34230. 

     ñFLYING MACHINES OVER PENSACOLA,ò by FAHSô retired USN 

CDR, Dr.   Details the early history of Naval Aviation in Pensacola to 1929.   

ISBN 0-9743487-0-8.  Price $19.95 + free shipping..  Priority mail, $4.  Write, 

P.O. Box 7176, Daytona Beach, FL. 32116; Phone: 850 341 6400; email: leomur-

phy18@gmail.com  

     Like WW I  flying?  Try FAHS Editorôs ChildYank Over the Rainbow, 1918, 

the true story of American pilot Col. Joe Boudwin, 5 victories, flying over the US 

42nd Rainbow Division in 1918.  Price: $15, postage included, P.O. Box 127, 

Indian Rocks Beach, FL., 33785.             

CLASSIFIED 
************************************* 

The FAHS encourages you t use this column to advertise. 
There is no charge to Society members 
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   NEWSENSEé 
Tantalizing News 
Originated by  Gossipôs Founding Father,   

Columnist Walter Winchell 
************************ 

          EDITORôS NOTE:  Walter Winchell  
began broadcasting in 1933 to an audi-

ence of 25 million people.  The Winchell 
style was unmistakable.  He talked rap-
idly at 197 words per minute...the voice 

was high-pitched and not pleasant to 
the ear, but it was distinctive.  The stac-
cato quality made every item compel-

ling.  He claimed he talked so fast be-
cause if he talked more slowly people 
would find out what he was saying...he 

began his radio program with a series of dots and dashes operating 
the key himself.  Telegraphers throughout the country complained 
that what Winchell tapped out made no sense.  He realized he hadnôt 

the faintest knowledge of Morse code but he refused to have an ex-
perienced telegrapher provide the sound effects for him.  He wrote 
like a man honking in a traffic jam. 

******************************************************************************** 

        What is hat size based on?  The American hat size is based on a  
measurement of the circumference of the head.  The average manôs head 
is about 23 inches in circumference.  Divide 23 by pi (3.1416) and you 
get a number resembling 7 3/8, a common hat size. 
     Clocks with Roman Numerals...Why is ñFourò usually noted as 
ñIIIIò rather the ñIV?ò  I just checked on five old clocks in my house and 

sure enoughðthere was ñIIII.ò  Presumed reason?  Number One:  
When clocks were first invented about 1300 A.D., they were displayed 
in public places, usually on cathedrals.  Clocks were thus of value to the 
common people, who were almost universally illiterate.  Most peasants 
could not read Roman numerals and they could not subtract.  They told 
time by counting on their fingers.  Four slash marks were much easier 
for them to contend with than ñIV,ò taking one away from five.  Number 
Two:  The touch of antiquity pleases consumers.  Hmmmmm.  

     How did the football get its strange shape?  The football got its 
shape before it was a football.  The first game between Rutgers and 
Princeton in 1869 was no more football than roller derby is to steeple-
chase.  They played soccerðand used a round #6 soccer ball.  However, 
there were two No. 6 ballsða round one, easier to kick for soccer, and 
oneðmore oblong , easier to carry for rugby.  In 1874, the boys from 
McGill University in Canada taught the soccer players from Harvard 
how to play rugby.  Then Harvard taught Princeton, Yale and Columbia.  

In the 1880s, Walter Camp pushed through rules that changed rugby to 
football.  The forward pass was legalized in 1906 and by 1913, became 
common after Knute Rockne of Notre Dame used it successfully against 
Army in 1913.  The more passingðthe skinnier the football.  By 2025 
the football may resemble a javelinð ask Tom Brady with his deflated 
football of 2016? 
     Winston Churchill on his 82nd birthday was told by a reporter, ñI 
hope I may have the privilege of taking your picture again when you are 

100.ò  Churchill replied, ñNo reason why you shouldnôt if you look after 
your health.ò 
     The first practical helicopter appeared in 1936, the Focke-
Achgelis FW-761.  It had a top speed of 76 mph and endurance of 80 
minutes.  
     The U.S. Air Force dropped the khaki uniform for blue on Jan. 25, 
1949. 
      The ñSleep Leap!ò  A husband and wife were both asleep.  About 3 
a.m. the wife dreamed of secretly meeting another man.  Then she 

dreamed she saw her husband coming.   In her sleep she shrieked, 
ñHeavens, my husband!ò  Her husband, waking suddenly, leaped out the 
window. 
     Does facial hair make you warmer?  About 1/3 of all men donôt 
shave their whole face.  Studies have shown that women prefer men 
with full beards over clean-shaven ones (?) but can all that facial hair 
also ward off the cold?  Beards grow faster than scalp hair and when we 
get cold tiny muscles in the skin contract, causing the hair on the body  

to stand up.  This traps air and heat and warms the wearer.  The down-
side is when a  beard gets wet in the cold, it could freeze.  Facial hair 
can also protect the skin from wind and sun.  Take your choice  
      

        
       
 

Walter               Winchell 
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 AUSTRALIA BOUND?  BETTER READ THISé. 

 

     Who was the infamous ñWaltzing 
Matilda?ò  Yes, the song almost became 
their National Anthemðbut not quite! 
     On April 6, 1895, Banjo Paterson 
wrote a song and sang it in the North 

Gregory Hotel in the outback Queensland 
town of Winton in North ñStrailia.ò  But 
who was Matilda, star of the song? 
     The words to ñWaltzing Matildaò are:  
ñOnce a jolly Swagman (hobo) camped 
by a billabong (backed-up river) under 
the shade of a coolabah tree.  And he sang 

as he watched and waited till his billy (tea kettle) boiled.  Youôll come a 

waltzing Matilda with meé.down came a jumbuck (small lamb) to 
drink at the billabong, up jumped the Swagman and grabbed him with 
glee, and he sang as he shoved that jumbuck in his Tucker bag 
(knapsack), you'll come a waltzing Matilda with me...UP rode the 
Squatter (landowner), mounted on his thoroughbred, up rode the troop-
ers, one, two, three.  ñWhere's that jolly jumbuck you've got in your 
Tucker-bag, you'll come a waltzing Matilda with me!òé.Up jumped 
the Swagman and sprang into the billabong, ñYou'll never catch me 
alive,  said he...and his voice may be heard as you pass by that billa-

bong,  ñyou'll come a waltzing Matilda with me.ò  But where and who 

is Matilda? 
     The Aussies have some great slang especially the Northerners from 
the Winton area who tend to talk without opening their mouths.  Picture 
a hobo walking down a road carrying a stick over his shoulder...as he 
walks along the loaded bag tends to sway from side to sideé..the 
swaying bag is ñWaltzing Matilda!ò 
     Women are NOT ñMatilda.  They are ñSheilas,ò and although there 

are Target Stores, H & R Block, MacDonald's, Kentucky Fried Chicken 
stores, K-Marts in Austrailiaðthere are no Outback Steakhousesðyet.  
The kangaroos and their ñJoeysò (small kangaroos) run wild but wait 
till you see the ñWombates,ò a marsupial (carries her young in a pouch) 
that looks like a cute beaver-mated pig.  Cars?  They were the 
ñHoldenò (now deceased) and they do drive on the wrong side of the 
street.  Lovely people, lovely country, and they look up to us in the 
USA. 

********************************************************* 

THE LAST BATTLE OF THE REVOLUTIOINé.18 months after 
the surrender of Cornwallis at Yorktown & 3 months following the 
signing of the Treaty of Peace at Paris, guns of American and British 
warships exchanged volleys off the coast of Floridaôs Cape Canaveral. 
     The U.S. frigate Alliance and the French consort, the Due de Lauzun 
were en route to Newport, R.I. with gold being loaned to the Continen-
tal government by France, when encountered on March 10, 1783 by 

three British men-of-war, including the Sybil.   
    In the exchange (known as the ñBattle off Floridaò) with Sybil, the 
Alliance damaged the British warship sufficiently for the Alliance & 
the Duc de Lauzun to complete their mission. Sybilôs log put the scene 
of the post-war engagement as 30 leagues off the Cape.                                           

********************************************************************** 

FLORIDAôS AVIATION HALL OF FAME 
Located at the Florida Air Museum at Sun ón Fun, Lakeland, FL. 

     Douglas Baker, test pilot (2003); George ñTedò Baker, founder of National Airlines (2004); 
Thomas W. Benoist,  pioneer aircraft builder (2011); Jacqueline Cochran, pioneer aviatrix 
(2003); Leroy Brown, native pioneer Floridian, crop-duster, airline pilot and leader in the U.S. 
Airline Industry Museum project (2009). Dr. Warren J. Brown, flight surgeon & aviation journalist.
(2017),  Glenn Curtiss, pioneer pilot, inventor and founder of three Florida cities (2006);  Jimmy 
Doolittle, pioneer pilot and war hero (2007); Amelia Earhart, Pioneer aviatrix lost on round-the-
world flight in 1937 (2010).  Percival Fansler, founder of the Worldôs First Airline (2003);  

Chalmers H. Goodlin, fighter pilot WW 2 and test pilot (2005); George Haldeman, test pilot and 
holder of numerous records (2006);  Ed Hoffman Sr. (2008), pioneer pilot; Howard Hughes , 
pioneer pilot and movie producer (2007) ; Jack Hunt, Navy blimp record holder & founding 
president Embry-Riddle University (2011); Antony H. Jannus, pilot of the 1st Airline (2003); 
Colin Kelly, 1st WW II hero (2011)Joseph W. Kittinger, Jr., balloonist and test pilot (2003); 
William Krusen, pioneer Florida airman (2011)  Col. & Mrs. Charles A. Lindbergh, pioneer 
pilots (2004); Lewis Maytag, CEO of National Airlines (2007) ; David McCampbell, USN pilot, 
Medal of Honor winner  with 34 victories over the Japanese (2010).  A.B. McMullen, builder 
of many of Florida's airports (2004); Zack Mosley creator of ñ�6�P�L�O�L�Q�¶���-�D�F�N��� �́���������������������Charles E. 
Richbourg, Navy 7 test pilot (2006); Edward Vernon Rickenbacker, CEO of Eastern Air Lines 
(2003); John Paul Riddle, founder of Embry-Riddle University (2005); Lawrence Sperry, Inven-
tor of the auto-pilot, turn & bank indicator and artificial horizon (2011); Nicole Stott, Astronaut 
(2011);  Paul W. Tibbets, Jr., pilot of the B-29 which dropped the Hiroshima atomic bomb (2005); 
Juan Terry Trippe, founder of Pan American World Airways (2003); Kermit Weeks, Curator of 

�³�)�D�Q�W�D�V�\���R�I���)�O�L�J�K�W� �́�air museum (2008); Robert M. White, fighter pilot WW 2 and test pilot (2006). 

 
 
 


