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“KEEP THE BLUE SIDE UP” 

Florida, where Naval Aviation, Commercial  

Aviation & Space Travel Began. 
 

               “It‟s not who is right; it is what is right. 

   Web Site: floridaahs.org 

   

“HAPPY LANDINGS” 

Newsletter of the Florida Aviation (AeroSpace)  Historical Society 

WRITE TO US! 
 

We welcome your comments.  
Mail to FAHS, P.O. Box 127, 

Indian Rocks, FL, 33785 
Email to  

warren.brown1924@gmail.com 

 
Letters may be edited for  

brevity & clarity. 

Internet Addr: warren.brown1924@gmail.com 

LATE BREAKING NEWS 
     This edition of Happy Landings strikes home as the News Editor had 
the opportunity to see this magnificent sight—The Hindenburg Zeppelin 
fly over New York City as a boy four times in 1936-37.  It would come 
over almost weekly at 1,000‟ advertising its red & black tail swastika .   
It‟s engines were unsynchronized and thus gave off an uneven rumble 

similar to a Shuttle launch at the Cape.  “Here it comes again,” the boys 
would yell as its sight almost became routine and barely interrupted our 
stick ball game.  Will we ever see this sight again?  Probably not.  
     Lakeland, FL.  April 9th., Dedication of the newly refurnished 
“Florida Aviation Hall of Fame,” (FAHOF) co-sponsored by Sun ‟n Fun 
Aviation Museum and the FAHS was held. .  Dr. Warren Brown, retired 
flight surgeon and historian was inducted.   
     Jacksonville, FL., March 2017, Neal Holland in his Eastern Air Lines 

radio show gave credence to the FAHS Happy Landings for its article on 
historic small Florida airlines of the past..  Neal was one of the founding 
members of the late Jacksonville Chapter FAHS. 
     A copy of an original letter written by Wilbur Wright, dated May 
30, 1899 to the Smithsonian Institution has been received by the Society.  
In which Wilbur writes:  “I have been interested in the problems of me-
chanical and human flight ever since as a boy I constructed a number of 
crafts of various sizes after the style of Cayleys’ and Penauds’ machines.  
My observations since have only convinced me more firmly that human 

flight is possible and practicable.”  The letter is written on stationery of 
Wright Cycle Company, 1127 West Third St., Dayton, Ohio.  
     The Society is interested in  constructing a flying reproduction of the 
1890-1900 scale “Blimp” for a 100 lb. pilot.   The plans were drawn up by 
the late Ed Hoffman and resemble the “dirigibles” flown over Tampa in 
the early 1900s.  Potential pilots should contact the Society.  

           
           

HUGE DIRIGIBLES—WHAT A MAGNIFICENT SIGHT ! 
 

LOS ANGELES VISITS PORT ST. JOE IN 1919; 
GRAF ZEPPELIN SKIRTS COAST IN 1930; AKRON 

VISITS MIAMI IN 1933. 

     In the early 1920‟s an American representative was discussing war 
reparations with Lloyd George, the British Prime Minister.  Half-jokingly, 
Lloyd George asked the Americans if they would prefer a German built 
airship in place of money.  President Harding accepted.  On Oct. 15, 1924, 

75 hrs and 40 min. after leaving Germany the 670-foot LZ-126, later called 
the “Los Angeles ZR-3” (Zeppelin Rigid #3) arrived at Lakehurst, N.J.   
    Prior, on July 6, 1919 the British R-24 hydrogen dirigible had completed 
its trans-Atlantic flight to the U.S. (Scotland to Mineola, N.Y.) to later 
become the first round-trip crossing of the Atlantic by air.  
     On August 24, 1921 the British-built U.S. Navy, hydrogen dirigible  “R

-38” (ZR-2?)  crashed in Hull, England killing 44 of its 49 man crew prior 
to its delivery to the U.S.   

     The U.S. Army, determined to have its own dirigible had contacted 
Italy to build the 410‟ hydrogen dirigible Roma which was dissembled and 
shipped to the U.S. by boat, only to crash and burn on an early test flight in 
Norfolk, VA on Feb. 21, 1922 killing 34 of its 45 man crew.  Among the 
fatalities was Capt. Dale Mabry, the Captain, from Tampa, FL in whose 
honor the present Dale Mabry Avenue was named.  
     In 1923, the first all-American helium dirigible, the Shenandoah ZR-1 

was constructed by the Naval Aircraft Factory in Philadelphia, PA and as-

sembled in Hangar One, Lakehurst, NJ  She was 680‟ long and  had her first 
flight on 4 Sept. 1923.  Her last flight took place on 3 Sept. 1925 when she 
broke up in a storm over Marietta, Ohio. Fourteen of her crew of 41 were 
lost including her C.O., Cdr. Zachary Lansdowne. 
     In January 1929 the Los Angeles helium ZR-3 toured Florida and the 
Gulf of Mexico.  The townspeople of Port St. Joe enjoyed a most unusual 
view of this giant airship when it attached itself to the mooring mast of the 
U.S.S. Patoka on the waters of St. Andrews Bay.  In Miami the city erected a 

mooring mast at Opa Locka and established a dirigible base in anticipation 
that dirigibles would become a standard mode of civilian air travel.  The Los 

Angeles was decommissioned June 30,1932 at Lakehurst and was disman-
tled for scrap in 1939.   
     In Oct. 1928 the 776-foot LZ-127, the hydrogen Graf Zeppelin made its 
first trans-Atlantic crossing from Friedrichshafen to Lakehurst.  This was 
followed by an earth-shattering 21 day 5 hr 54 min. trip around-the-world in 
August 1929.  The following year the Graf Zeppelin flew from Spain to 
Brazil and then on up along the Florida coast to Lakehurst.  Thousands 

jammed the Florida east coast for a view of the lumbering slow-moving Zep-
pelin that rumbled along at a 1000 feet.  When finally decommissioned in 
1937, with the advent of the hydrogen Zeppelin Hindenburg, it had made a 
total of 590 flights, flying 1,053,3391 miles, carrying 235,300 lbs of mail 
and freight, and 13,110 passengers, without a single injury.    It was disman-
tled in 1940 by Herman Goering in order to make fighter planes out of the 
scrap.   

U.S.S. MACON,  NAVY AIRSHIP  
 

With self-contained Sparowhawk fighter planes 60 miles abeam and 
ahead, the Macon was able to scan 129,000 square miles/12 hours  in 

then radarless skies for enemy ship movements. 

      
“Shoot me down &  I‟ll 

Give you 20 bucks!” 
 

 

I hope you guys are 
still looking for me 



 

 

  

Your membership renewal date 
Appears on your Mailing Label.. 

 

FLORIDA AVIATION HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
“It is not who is right, it is what is right.” 

There are no paid employees in the FAHS.  All services 

Rendered are performed by volunteers. 

                    BECOME A VOLUNTEER    

Published every odd-numbered months. 

 
“When the followers lead, the leaders will follow.” 

The FAHS listens to its members 
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     The 1000-ft. Dirigible Akron  ZR-4 was built at the new dirigible hang-
ar in 1929 at Akron, Ohio,.  It made its first flight on Sept. 23, 1931 with 
Lt.Cmd. Rosendahl in command. 
     The Fifth Annual All-American Air Maneuvers at Miami in January 

1933 was heralded by the display of the Navy‟s huge dirigible, the Akron, 
which was making training flights from a giant mooring mast erected just 
west of Opa Locka.  Her silver hull floated lazily over the grandstands, and 
like flies rising and setting on a sugar loaf, fighter planes, the Sparrow 
hawks, were discharged and received with a special hooking device.  
     The Akron remained at Opa-Locka until Jan. 7th when she flew to Guan-
tanamo Bay, Cuba, returning to Opa Locka for refueling then on back to 
Lakehurst.    

       Floridians had the last public look at the proud giant of the sky on 
March 16, 1933 when the Akron passed over Key West at 10:30 p.m. en-
route from Panama heading for Tampa.  The giant airship passed over St. 
Petersburg at 8:35 a.m., March 17, 1933, then Tampa and Orlando, reaching 
the east coast at West Palm Beach.  She docked at Opa-Locka at 7:07 p.m. 
and remained there until March 23, when she proceeded north to Lakehurst.  
On April 4, 1933, while returning from Florida, the Akron was destroyed in 
a violent storm off the New Jersey coast.  Only three out of a crew of 73 

men survived.  
     The Navy helium dirigible Macon ZR-5 was built by the Goodyear-
Zeppelin Corporation in 1933.  It was 785‟ long and was commissioned on 
23 June 1933.  20 months after her launching, on 12 February 1935, she was 
lost in a storm near Point Sur, California with loss of two of her 86 man 
crew.  
     Those of us who were fortunate to see these lumbering giants yearn to 
see them again rumbling along at 1000 ft.  Their future is not dead.  The 

technology exists, space-age materials are available and there appears to be 
a wide range of mission requirements for super-airships of breathtaking 
dimensions. 

       BACKGROUND 
     The time is sometime during the 1920s.  The place is the Pacific Ocean.  
The situation is a state of war existing between Japan and the U.S.  (This is 
before Pearl Harbor & a real state of war.)   The two battle fleets are at sea 
with the American fleet going about the task of securing its lines of commu-
nications to advanced Naval bases in the Philippines.  The traditional cruiser 

scouting force is very limited in numbers but this does not mean that the 
eyes of the fleet are blind.  The cruisers will support the battle line in the 
upcoming surface action.  The scouting for the fleet has been taken over by 
the lighter-than-air carriers.  These airships moving in two waves of five 
ships each from their base at Pearl Harbor, with their airplanes stationed on 
their flanks and out ahead will keep the battle fleet well appraised of the 
enemy's intentions.   
     As far-fetched as that short narrative may sound to those of us in this day 

and age, it was not so easy to dismiss this notion during the 1920s and the 
1930s.  It is in light of the above that the American airship program should 
be seen because if the world had developed as it looked as if it might the 
airships Akron and Macon would have been the prototypes of a generation 
of scouting airships instead of the last of their kind. 
     For the American Navy in the post-World War I world the rigid airship 
was judged the most practical means of providing very long range recon-
naissance.   The Navy saw in the Akron and the Macon, with their ability to 

carry heavier-than-air five aircraft, the ultimate expression of the scouting 
vessel.  An Akron type airship flying at a cruising speed of 60 mph, with 
one of its hook-on Sparrowhawk airplanes stationed 60 miles out on each 

Curiosity—Interest—Insight—Action ! 

   

THE ZEPPELIN SHOULD HAVE BEEN A “SCHWARZ.” 
 
     Count Ferdinand von Zeppelin bought the rights to the rigid airship 
from Melanie Schwarz, the widow of the inventor, David Schwarz, born 
in 1845 in Keszthely, Hungary. 
     The good Count, not wishing to share his good fortune denied he was 
using the Schwarz invention in a letter dated May 1901.  However, the 

Jewish National Library in Jerusalem has the original 3-page contract 
between von Zeppelin and Melanie Schwarz filed in Feb. 1898. 
     For a payment of 9000 German Marks, von Zeppelin bought the 
“right to utilize all patent rights outside of the German Empire concern-
ing airship construction, and all patented and non-patented inventions 
associated therewith, with the option to purchase within a month's no-
tice.” 
     The rigid airship should  thus be called a “Schwarz” instead of a 

“Zeppelin.” 

******************************************************** 
THE FIRST NAVY BLIMP—THE DN-1 

 
BACKGROUND:  The first U.S. military airship was the U.S. Military 1, 

bought from balloonist Thomas Baldwin and delivered to the Army in 
Aug. 1908.  On May 21, 1915, the U.S. Navy awarded a contract to the 
Connecticut Aircraft Co., of New Haven, to build a dirigible for 

$45,636 and to be delivered and inflated at Pensacola, FL.  

     Pensacola, FL., Dec. 14, 1916...The Navy finished the floating hang-
ar on a barge and began assembling the DN1 which was shipped down 
from Connecticut.  On the 1st day of the first trial it was hauled out of 
the floating hangar but as soon as it was on its own, it started to sink.  As 
it settled down lower in the water, Navy  CPO Jimmy Shade yelled out, 
“All aboard for the first submerged flight of the DN1.”  
     The DN1 was rescued and revived and changes were made to lighten it.  The first qualify-

ing aerial run was held on April 20, 1917 and it was accepted by the Navy after two more 

flight tests on May 16, 1917.  The Navy took it out on a few more flights, but it was apparent 

that, compared with contemporary European designs, DN1 was a dinosaur.  After being 

damaged it was eventually dismantled.   

 

3-5 Sparrowhawk fighters stored aboard the USS Akron & Macon. 



beam, the airship could sweep 180 miles and during 12-hour 
patrol could cover about 129,000 square miles.   This ability 
was to be used to free the limited number of cruisers to reinforce the 
fleet‟s battle line. 

   By the early 1930s the airship ws still the long-distance champion.  
At a time when the average distance covered in a single flight of a 
regularly scheduled airliner was around 300 miles, an airship could 
easily handle 1,500 miles.  It was this long-distance running for 
which the  airship was designed.  
     The loss of the Macon ended the era of the rigid airship in the 
U.S. Navy with many questions about its capabilities and abilities 
left unanswered.   

 
(Information for the above was taken from a previous “Happy Landings” 

issue and Francis J. Allen‟s fine article  “The Eyes of the Fleet” published 
in the Winter edition 1987 AAHS Journal.) 

************************************************************************************** 

PROGRESS 
     In 1927, the Ford Motor Company used the first of its Tri-Motors 
to fly auto parts between Chicago and Dearborn, Michigan.  This is 
when a young Ford engineer, Eugene Donovan, developed and pa-

tented the “four-course, loop-type, low-frequency radio range,” the 
fist radio aid to air navigation.  The first two ranges were installed  
in 1928 at Chicago‟s Lansing Airport and the Ford Airport in Dear-
born.  Both proved successful in guiding pilots during inclement 
weather and improving the reliability of cargo operations.  It was the 
first time that pilots could navigate accurately from one place to 
another without ground reference or having to rely on dead reckon-
ing. 

     After extensive testing, the Bureau of Air Commerce began in-
stalling more than 400 radio ranges that crisscrossed the country and 
formed the civil airways that became known as the “radio-beam 
highways of the sky.”  East-west airways were designated as green or 
red (Green 24, for example), and north-south airways were amber 
and blue. 
     The beauty of the system was its simplicity.  The only airborne 
equipment required was an inexpensive low/medium-frequency 
receiver (200 to 400 KHz) with a coffee-grinder tuner and a pair of 

headphones.  It rapidly became the backbone of the Federal Airway 
System until the early 1950s when the “omni range” began replac-
ing four-course ranges en masse.  The last ranges were  
decommissioned by 1970. 
     Like VOR, the four-course range provided courses that led  
directly to or from a station, but that is where the similarity ended.  
VORs provide pilots with visual and thankfully silent guidance 
along 360 radials.  Each four-course range had, well only four cours-

es, and using them for navigation required listening to a  
barrage of signals often punctuated with assaulting, ear-splitting 
static.   Listening could be fatiguing.  Although the “low-freq” radio 
range was not limited by line-of-sight reception as is VHF reception 
range was limited by station power.  Anyone ever having occasion 
to complain about VOR or GPS has never used a four-course low 
frequency radio range. 
     David Frantz is a 61-year-old, 8,000-hour pilot who was so infat-

uated with the four-course radio range that he built one.  It helps that 
he is an electronics engineer and used to be an FAA aviation safety 
inspector specializing in avionics. 
     Frantz built an actual four-course range in Morrison, TN.  With 
100 watts his range station could be heard almost anywhere in the 
world.  His radio range is online (www.YouTube.com) at 
“Navigation in the 1940s: The Four Course Radio Range.”  In this 
nicely produced 10-minute video, Frantz takes you on an actual 

flight that completely encircles his four-course range.  This allows 
you to hear all four quadrants both A quadrants and both N quad-
rants.  You also will hear the steady tone indicative of crossing each 
of the four, four-degree-wide range (on course) legs.  When flying in 
an A quadrant you will hear the Morse code letter A and when in the 
N quadrant the letter N.   
     Although this may sound like a gobbledygook to those who have 
never used a four-course range, which likely is most of you, Frantz‟s 
video makes range navigation a bit easier to understand.   

(The above was submitted by FAHS‟ David McLay and taken from Barry Schiff‟s fine article 
which appeared in the June 2010 edition of AOPA Pilot magazine.) 
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The 

FLY BOYS 

VON RICHTHOFEN 

     Norfolk, VA.,Feb. 21, 1922….The smoldering remains of the Roma  

burns after it crashed into power lines.   The heroic young Captain Dale 
Mabry, from Tampa, FL., who died at the controls, was honored by having 
one of Tampa‟s main thoroughfares named in his honor.  

SPACE NEWS 
     NASA Space Launch System opens pathway to Mars—and thousands of 
jobs on Earth. 
     NASA‟s Space Launch System and Orion crew capsule are a must if baby 
boomers and even many of those younger are to witness the human exploration of 

Mars.  The initiative will lead to innovation and jobs.  The program counts 1,700 
suppliers in 49 states and employees over 10,000 workers—many in high tech, 
high paying jobs.  “It will be an episode without parallel in the history of Ameri-
can civilization and will lead humans back to the lunar environs and an asteroid 
on the way to Mars.  (This reminds one of the old saying, “Not one penny in the 
space program goes into space—it is all spent on Earth!) 
     Meanwhile, NASA‟s Michoud Assembly Facility in New Orleans for the Ori-
on crew capsule was damaged by a tornado.  Damage assessments and power 
restoration efforts were instigated on February 9th.   

     The U.S. House Science, Space & Technology Committee hearing was held on 
Feb. 16.  Those testifying included Harrison Schmitt, one of the last NASA astro-
nauts to walk on the moon as part of the 1972 Apollo 17 mission, and Tom  
Stafford.  A Gemini astronaut, Stafford led the Apollo 10 mission in 1969 and the 
Apollo Soyuz Test mission in  1975.  Schmitt was the only scientist among the 
Apollo moon walkers. 
*****************************************************************  

FAHS‟ JOE KITTINGER 
On Dec. 11, 1959, Col. Joseph W. Kittinger II jumped from a balloon 18 miles 
high (96,000‟).  (His record was 102,800‟ on Aug.16 1960.) Here is his story : 

      
     This Viet Nam Triple Nickel fighter pilot leader and experimental test pilot 
said:  “For a lifetime I’ve volunteered.  90% of everything I’ve done in life hap-
pened because I choose to volunteer for it.” 

     When I heard about the Zero Gravity program I volunteered and met Dr. John 
Paul Stapp, who was n charge of the Aeromed Lab.  We liked each other from the 
start, and we began a 50-year trusted friendship until he headed West a few years 
ago. 
     Stapp had the scientists and doctors.  But he needed a test pilot, so when I 
volunteered for Project Man High, Dr. Stapp accepted me immediately. 
    What did you think you were volunteering for with Project Man High?  I knew 
there were a lot of far-reaching objectives.  We had never put an uncapsulated  
man into space.  And we knew that when man went into space, it would be in a 

small, confined capsule.. 
     The purpose of Man High was to test those systems and determine how to 
select and train astronauts, keep them alive though the mission and bring them 
back safely. 
     After I left the ground in the Man High balloon, the transmit radio failed.  I 
could hear them but I had to click out Morse Code to respond.  The balloon got to 
96,000 „ and stopped climbing and Stapp asked me how I felt.  I tapped out “G-R-
E-A-T.”  Then I tapped out “C-O-M-E-A-N-D-G-E-T-M-E.”   

(Continued on Page 9) 



     AMELIA EARHART, The Truth at Last, 2nd Edition, by FAHS‟ Mike Camp-

bell.  The long held secrets exposed.  A must read.  370 pages filled with top-secret 

information.  Contact www.sunburypress.com, or amagon.com, price, $19.95. 

      AVON PARK Air Force veterans...Kathy Couturier is writing a book on the 

history of the Avon Park AF Range in Florida, and she would like to interview you.  

Her phone:  863 452 4288, email: kathy.couturier.ctr@us.af.mil    

Several original, limited prints by famed artists (Taylor, Trudigan, etc.) Me109, The 

Battle of Britain, framed, signed, $300, negotiable.  Paul Leaser, 1829 Foxboro Ct., 

Oldsmar, FL. 34670, phone: 727 781 6569.  

         “Letters From the Cockpit,” by FAHS‟ Neil Cosentino. 110 pages of sheer 

delight (?) from Vietnam to the Bahamas, interesting tidbits of a man who‟s experi-

enced the life you wished you had spent.  Contact Neil for details, 813 784 4669.      

   “ON GOD‟S WINGS,” A daughter‟s inspirational story of her Dad and his miracle, 

by Teri Louden, $24.95, call 619 894 8374.   

          Bill Dyer Jr., would like to purchase Book 3 of “CLOUD COUNTRY by Jim-

mie Mattern.  It was written about 1936. Bill Dyer, Jr.,  1607 Cambridge Dr., Kinston, 

NC 28504. 

 FROM CROP DUSTER TO AIRLINE CAPTAIN, The biography of FAHS‟ and 

the Florida Aviation Hall of Fame‟s Capt. LeRoy Brown assisted by FAHS member 

Dr. Leo F. Murphy.  Hard cover, 218 pages, ISBN 10-1-60452-076-0, price $34.  

Order on line at www.bluewaterpress.com/captain.com or autographed by Capt. 

Brown at P.O. Box 144, Zellwood FL., 32798.        

             LAND OF THE MORNING CALM...A story of a war that could have been 

but wasn‟t.  All about a cable set in motion by the firing of Douglas MacArthur that 

attempts to reignite a conflict in Korea 20 years later.  The plot is foiled by an unlikely 

love affair.  $13.95, email varnerjr@verizon.net               

     NEW BOOK “The Making of St. Petersburg, Florida,” by Will Michaels.  

Includes Chapters on the First Airline, Babe Ruth in St. Pete, The Pier, and many 

more.  For a signed copy contact wmichaels2@tampabay.rr.com $25 (includes post)). 

       THE TRUE STORY OF CATCH 22, by Patricia Meder, daughter of the final 

commander of the 340th Bomb Group, fictional setting of Joseph Heller‟s book, Catch 

22.  Any resemblance to persons living or dead in Meder‟s book is in fact actual.  . 240 

pages, available from Amazon.  

 “375 YEARS OF THE AMERICAN CITIZEN SOLDIER“....published by FAHS‟ 

Britt Borchiardy.  The story of America‟s militia, the “National Guard.“  178 pages.  

Contact  Smyrna Media Group, P.O. Box 1061, Clearwater, FL. 33757,  This is a must 

for history buffs— book available FREE  on the internet by downloading: http://

www.SmyrnaMediaGroup.com/#links   

     FORT WAYNE AVIATION,  Baer Field & Beyond,” by FAHS‟ Roger Myers, 

130 photos.  Price $24 includes P & H.  Phone: 260 747 4775; E-mail ROGER-

FORTWAYNE@2AOL.COM.  Roger is a former WW II bombardier.           

                 “BEFORE THEY WERE THE BLACK SHEEP”  By Carl Dunbar, 

Univ. Press of Florida, ISBN 978-0-8130-3725-7, 305 pgs., hardback, $32., “”A must 

read for young Navy officers as they enter aviation training.”        

      “TONY, AN EXTRAORDINARY LIFE,”  By FAHS member Patrick Lemmon.  

The story of Tony Jannus as it should have happened.  The book uses historical data 

and puts them into a story-book form.  Should be able to pick up at Amazon.com: 

ISBN 978 0 9814956 0 6, or by writing “Fiction Publishing, 5626 Travelers  Way, Ft. 

Pierce, FL. 34982 or email: fiction ub@bellsouth.net.    

      “COME UP AND GET ME,”  FAHS‟ own Col. Joe Kittinger‟s new book, avail-

able from Amazon.com for about $25.  For details:  hisfits@earthlink.net.  

         ANGEL ON MY WING by FAHS‟s  Lt.Col. Richard B. Lewis—memoirs of 

missions during 8th AF, 493rd BG,. 862nd BS during WWII  (35 missions).  Newly re

-published—6 x 9, 122 pages, color, personally signed, $14.95 + shipping.    Email: 

aomwing@aol.com, www.angelonmywing.com, check to 9211 Spyglass Court, Jack-

sonville, FL. 32256, Also Ebay.  

     JACKIE COCHRAN, soft cover now available, $24.95 by Doris Rich.  288 pag-

es, ISBN 978-0-8130-3506-2.  Jackie is a member of the Florida. Aviation Hall of 

Fame.  Orders 800 226 3822 or www.UPF.com 

      “Hagler Field, A History of Pensacola’s Airport,”  A new book by FAHS‟ Leo F. 

Murphy.  Full color soft book chronicles the history of military & civilian landplane 

operations in Pensacola..  Available at $29.95 (no shipping charge to FAHS members) 

or by writing Leo at  P. O. Box 7176, Daytona Beach, FL. 32116; email: leomur-

phy18@gmail.com or phone 850 341 6400.. 

     HEDGEHOPPING AVIATION, A Book For Pilots By a Pilot...by FAHS‟ 

Clyde E. Roach, ISBN: 978-1-4389-6137-8, also “Confessions of an Airline Pilot” 

37 years with Eastern Airlines….contact:  ceroach1921@gmail.com      

     SMILIN‟ JACK BOOKS  by creator Zack Mosley “Brave Coward Jack” “Hot 

Rock Glide,” “& “De-Icers Galore.”  $40 each.. Website: smilinjackart.com   To order 

contact Jill Mosley, P.O. box 140294, Gainesville, FL. 32614.  Email: smil-

injill@gmail.com        

         “THE GOLDEN AGE OF FLYING”, Frontier Air Lines 1946-1986, by Capt. 

Tex Searle.  E-mail: texsearle@msn.com, available at Barnes & Noble and Amazon. 

and former PAA Captain David McLay, P.O. Box 7170 Safety Harbor, FL., 34695.. 

      

EXTRAORDINARY PLANES, EXTRAORDINARY PIOTS...softbound, 

128 pages depicting unique flight test aircraft and flight test techniques.  De-

scriptions & photos of the aircraft and tests and some of the test pilots. Fundraiser 

for the charitable arm of the Society of Experimental Test Pilots.  Order by 

phone: 301 769-4881, email skyrydrs2@earthlink.net.  Price not given. 

„BORN TO FLY”... by Capt. Pete Vandersluis.  Soft cover 314 pgs. With over 

50 photos.  Book covers pilot from a high school drop-out to 757 Eastern Captain 

who worked 6  airlines and was  involved in 4 hijackings. Includes experience as 

an air show pilot and tells about the misleading actions of the unions representing 

employees.  Send $25 to Captain Pete Vandersluis, 1791 Earhart Court, Daytona 

Beach, FL 32128, email:  www.authorstobelievein.com 

          MILITARY MEMORIES 1949-1969, by FAHS‟ Bob Widner.  Photo 

story of duty at Lackland, Scott, Stoneman, Clark, Johnson, Wallace Air Station, 

Craig and MacDill AFB.  $11.95, soft cover.  Contact: bwid-

ner1@tampabay.rr.com 

         FIRST FLIGHT SOCIETY in Kitty Hawk, NC is looking for new mem-

bers.  You will receive 4 newsletters covering society events plus other interest-

ing articles.  Send check  $35 to FFS, PO Box 1903, Kitty Hawk, NC 27949.      

     “SEA DART,” by FAHS member B.J. Long, the story of the experimental 

supersonic seaplane interceptor.  73 pages soft cover.  ISBN 0-942612-23-X.  

Details:  Steve Ginter, 1754 Warfield Cir., Simi Valley, CA 93063.       

                „MY LIFE IN THE SKY,” by FAHS‟ Capt. Ed. Mitchell.  His story 

of flying in the first B-29 raid over Japan since the Doolittle raid, through his 

experiences flying for Seaboard World Airlines.  To order, send check for $18.00 

(postage included) to Ed Mitchell, 742 Arbordale Court, Englewood, FL., 34223. 

                         “FLORIDA‟S AVIATION HISTORY,” 2nd edition.  350 pag-

es, includes databank chronology, by FAHS News Editor, Warren Brown.  $15, 

to P.O. Box 127, Indian Rocks, FL., 33785. 

            “IT‟S BEST TO BE LUCKY,” the combat experiences of FAHS mem-

ber Curtis C. Truver in Korea flying F-80s and F-86s and in Vietnam flying the 

F4Cs.  Send $10.50 to the author at 4152 Prima Vista Circle, Jacksonville, Fl., 

32217. 

      “GEORGE PREDDY, TOP MUSTANG ACE,”  is sold out in both hard & 

soft cover editions.  However, it has been placed on Kindle and Nook.  Also 

placed there is the first book on Preddy: Wings God Gave My Soul.  They are 

priced at $4.99 each.  The DVD Preddy The Mustang Ace is still available at 

$19.95.  Call Joe Noah, 434 374 2781 or write Joe at noahjoew@gmail.com.  

          FORD In The Service of America, ISBN 978-0-7864-4485-4, soft cover, 

70 photos.  $40, including postage & taxes.  Relates the entire story of Ford‟s 

contribution to winning both WW I and WW II.   Tim O‟Callaghan, P.O. Box 

512, Northville, MI 48167.  Web page: www.fordatwar.com 

     THE BLIMP GOES TO WAR,” 90 minute VHS video documentary pro-

duced by FAHS member, Richard G. Van Treuren.  $35, to Atlantis Productions, 

P.O. Box 700, Edgewater, FL. 32132. 

           “AMERICAN AIRSHIP BASES AND FACILITIES,” a  book by 

James R. Shock. Write: Atlantis Productions, P.O. Box 700, Edgewater, FL. 

32132,  $35. 

          PAN AMERICAN WORLD AIRWAYS relics, insignias, timetables, 

posters, flight manuals, postcards, labels, photos.  Trades available.  Contact 

FAHS member and former PAA Captain David McLay, P.O. Box 170 Safety 

Harbor, FL., 34695.. 

     HISTORIC FLIGHTS...quality photos of Space Shuttle launches and land-

ings and close-up static pad photos by FAHS‟ “Man at the Cape,” John Salisbury.  

Write John at 461 Vihlen Rd., Sanford, FL., 32771 or phone 407 322 1085. 

     “      THE B-26 MARAUDER HISTORICAL SOCIETY, To insure This 

Aircraft’s Rightful Recognition .  $45/Yr. or $80/2Yrs...Send to MHS HDQTRS 

3900 E. Timrod St., Tucson, AZ 85711-4170.  E-Mail Admin@b-26MHS.org     

            VALIENT AIR COMMAND.  Preserving history for the future .  Mem-

bership available, donations welcome.  Warbird Museum open, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

daily.  Contact Lloyd Morris,  407 268 1941 or write 6600 Tico Rd., Titusville, 

FL., 32780. 

     THE FLORIDA AIR MUSEUM AT SUN‟N FUN is looking for members 

and volunteers to help maintain Florida‟s official “Air Museum.”  To become a 

member, send $35 to P.O. Box 7670, Lakeland, FL. 33807-7670; phone 863 648 

9264.  The Museum is located on Lakeland‟s Airport.  This is the cousin-

organization of the FAHS, since we both have a joint-relationship with the Flori-

da Aviation Hall of Fame and Florida aviation archives, both located in the Muse-

um.  

          “AVIATION IN FLORIDA,”  by FAHS member Keven M. McCarthy.  

174 pages, hardback, $18.95 plus postage.  ISBN 1-56164-281-9.  Write Pineap-

ple Press, P.O. Box 3889, Sarasota, FL., 34230. 

     “FLYING MACHINES OVER PENSACOLA,” by FAHS‟ retired USN 

CDR, Dr.   Details the early history of Naval Aviation in Pensacola to 1929.   

ISBN 0-9743487-0-8.  Price $19.95 + free shipping..  Priority mail, $4.  Write, 

P.O. Box 7176, Daytona Beach, FL. 32116; Phone: 850 341 6400; email: leomur-

phy18@gmail.com  

     Like WW I  flying?  Try FAHS Editor‟s ChildYank Over the Rainbow, 1918, 

the true story of American pilot Col. Joe Boudwin, 5 victories, flying over the US 

42nd Rainbow Division in 1918.  Price: $15, postage included, P.O. Box 127, 

Indian Rocks Beach, FL., 33785.             

CLASSIFIED 
************************************* 

The FAHS encourages you t use this column to advertise. 
There is no charge to Society members 
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   NEWSENSE… 
Tantalizing News 

Originated by  Gossip‟s Founding Father,   
Columnist Walter Winchell 

************************ 

          EDITOR‟S NOTE:  Walter Winchell  
began broadcasting in 1933 to an audi-

ence of 25 million people.  The Winchell 
style was unmistakable.  He talked rap-
idly at 197 words per minute...the voice 

was high-pitched and not pleasant to 
the ear, but it was distinctive.  The stac-
cato quality made every item compel-

ling.  He claimed he talked so fast be-
cause if he talked more slowly people 
would find out what he was saying...he 

began his radio program with a series 
of dots and dashes operating the key himself.  Telegraphers 
throughout the country complained that what Winchell tapped out 

made no sense.  He realized he hadn‟t the faintest knowledge of 
Morse code but he refused to have an experienced telegrapher pro-
vide the sound effects for him.  He wrote like a man honking in a 

traffic jam. 
******************************************************************************** 

HAARP is transmitting again…The run of ionospheric investigations 
conducted earlier this year from Alaska‟s High Frequency Active Auro-
ra Research Program (HAARP) observatory, quite likely the most pow-

erful HF transmission facility in the world—were its first since being 
taken over 18 months ago from the military by the University of Alaska 
Fairbanks.   Past “top-secret experiments” on producing an “airglow” 
phenomenon by lighting and heating the ionosphere are continuing.   
     Discussing politics...In these days we can circumvent blasphemy by 

1.  Not discussing politics.  2.  Stop watching news show on TV.  3.  Dis-
cuss politics only with those with the same feelings that you have.  4.  
Agree to disagree with your opponent over two martinis..   

     Fear…We live in an “Age of Fear” while we are probably safer than 
ever— simply because our brains are flooded with information, (TV, radio, 
internet, newspapers etc.) and eventually we begin to  believe it.  Actually, 

we are the biggest threat to ourselves not the TV.  

     Ship “State Rooms”...Traveling by steamboat was considered the 
height of comfort.  Passenger cabins on the boats were not numbered.  
Instead they were named after states.  To this day cabins on ships are 
called staterooms. 
      

 

        

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Walter               Winchell 
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GALAXIES SEEN BY HUBBLE 

THE FLORIDA FLYING ALLIGATOR CLUB 
    IS IT VIABLE AGAIN? 

The Club was formed  in 1935 when 13 airmen  formed the famed 
organization.  Requisition required applicants to have flown over 
Florida for at least 100 miles & walk between live “gators” in Miami 
and St. Augustine.  By 1940, over 1,9 00 airmen had joined 



     Kudos from  

         John Stemple writes”  Dear Colleague:  I  write today to invite you 

to become a co-sponsor of a legislative initiative which will recognize the 
legacies of the estimated 12,000 Americans who joined the fight for de-

mocracy in WWII prior to the U.S. declaration of war.  Prior to the attack 
on Pearl Harbor courageous citizens from across the country saw the dan-
ger represented by Nazi and Fascist aggression and voluntarily fought to 
prevent the associated detrimental impacts on the American way of life.  
Cosponsor today the “American Patriots of WW II through service with 
the Canadian and British Armed Forces Golf Medal Act of 2017” and 

honor these heroes   The Americans who served in Canadian and British 
military and paramilitary units represent a largely overlooked group 

andtheir legacy of service is one of valor.  These men and women played 
essential roles in securing victory and are worthy of official commenda-

tion.  Please join in the effort to formally recognize these valiant warriors.  
To do so, please contact Valerie Broznak at    Va-
lerie.broznak@mail.house.gov, (202) 225 5261 

     From Barbara Hoffman, Tarpon Springs, FL.,(Eddie Hoffman Jr.’s 

wife) “It is with a heavy heart that I  ask you to remove my father's name 
(Charles Harris, Clearwater, FL.) as he passed away last September.  
He so enjoyed reading your newsletter cover to cover.  He was a J-3 Cub 
pilot, and gave me the interest and courage to fly.  Please accept this gift 
(money) in his memory.”  We are sadden to hear this news.  Eddie’s fa-
ther was one of the founding members of the Society. 
     Fred Mulholland, Tampa, FL.  Sent a copy of an old aviation maga-
zine featuring the 1914 Benoist Airboat.  Also enclosed was a photo of his 
radio-controlled high-wing Fokker D-8 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

INTERESTING FACTS OF WW II: 80% of Soviet males born in 
1923 didn‟t survive the war.  In 1935, British engineer Robert  
Watson-Watt was working on a “death ray” that would destroy  
enemy aircraft using radio waves.  His “death ray” instead evolved 
into radar—or “radio detection and ranging.”  The Battle of the 
Bulge is the largest and deadliest battle for US troops to date, with 
more than 80,000 American deaths.  Out of 40,000 men who 
served on U-boats during WW II, only 10,000 survived.  

6 NEW MEMBERS* & RENEWALS 

Brown, W. James Las Vegas, NV Holland, Robt A.  Largo, F  

Buston, Bill St. Petersburg, F Miller, Craig V. Niceville, Fl. 
Crouse, Edward B. Vero Beach, F. O‟Connor, John Mt. Dora. FL 
DeBlij, Cornelius  Sarasota, Fl. Rubin, Joseph St. Pete., FL 

Dovener, Jos. J. Bradenton, FL. Stemple, John Wint.Haven, F 
Foley, Michael Largo, FL. Waldman, Phil Redington B. F 
Griner, Teresa L. St. Petersburg, F Wilgus, Lewis Treas. Isl. FL 

Hamrick, Jack Largo, FL. Toth, Jr., Joe McIntosh, FL 
Hoelker, Edmund Pennsylvania  Haas , Tim* Lakeland, FL. 
 

LOST MEMBERS, UNABLE TO DELIVER 
Barber, Jack W. Tallahassee, F. Youngs, III, Luth. Oklawaha, FL. 
McGrath, Jim Maryland 

 
  LOST DELINQUENT MEMBERS 
Mau, Herman Floral City, FL O‟Neal, Walter N. Carolina

  
          

NEW ADDRESSES 

Baker, John Virginia  Mayleben, Dan Belleair Bluffs F 
Castle, Rich St. Pete, FL.  
Fletcher, Mary St. Pete, FL. Scheublein, Anita St. Pete., FL. 

Houghton, Walt Lakeland, FL. Severson, Janet Wisconsin 
Kwass, Robt. Vero Beach, FL. Wagner, Bill Tampa, FL. 
Lawrence, Sam Virginia 

Maxwell, Doug Ponte Vedra, FL. 
 

GONE WEST 

Crawford, Don Odessa, FL. Kissick. Jr., James  Braenton Bch F 
Harris, Charles W. Clearwater, FL.                        

 

GIFTS TO THE SOCIETY 
Hoffman, Barbara Tarpon Spgs, F. Nelson, Alan G. St. Pete Bch., F. 

 

BENEFACTOR SOCIETY MEMBERS FOR 2017 (donations of $100+) 
Baron, Joseph. Clearwater, FL. Hoffman, Barbara Tarpon Spg F. 

Ettinger, Emily Encino, CA  

                        Maxwell, Douglas Ponte Vedra Bch,.   
*********************************************************   

HELP NEEDED FOR THE „HALLOF FAME” 
 
 The Florida Aviation Hall of Fame has outgrown it‟s own space at the State 
Aviation Museum at Sun ‟n Fun, Lakeland, FL. and needs funds for remod-
eling.     If you would like to help, send your tax-deductible donation to  

Florida Aviation Hall of Fame Fund, FAHS, P.O. Box 127 Indian Rocks 
Beach, FL. 33785   

********************************************************************** 
FLORIDA‟S AVIATION HALL OF FAME 

Located at the Florida Air Museum at Sun „n Fun, Lakeland, FL. 
 

     Douglas Baker, test pilot (2003); George “Ted” Baker, founder of National Airlines (2004); Thomas 
W. Benoist,  pioneer aircraft builder (2011); Dr. Warren J. Brown, Flight Surgeon, Historian (2017);  
Jacqueline Cochran, pioneer aviatrix (2003); Leroy Brown, native pioneer Floridian, crop-duster, 
airline pilot and leader in the U.S. Airline Industry Museum project (2009). Merion C. Cooper, military 
pilot  & film director (2015); Glenn Curtiss, pioneer pilot, inventor and founder of three Florida cities 
(2006);  Jimmy Doolittle, pioneer pilot and war hero (2007); Amelia Earhart, Pioneer aviatrix lost on 
round-the-world flight in 1937 (2010).  Percival Fansler, founder of the World‟s First Airline (2003);  
Chalmers H. Goodlin, fighter pilot WW 2 and test pilot (2005); George Haldeman, test pilot and holder 
of numerous records (2006);  Billy Henderson, founder of Sun „n Fun (2015); Ed Hoffman Sr. (2008), 
pioneer pilot; Mary France Housley, Flight Attendant, for saving lives following a plane crash (2016); ; 
Howard Hughes , pioneer pilot and movie producer (2007) ; Jack Hunt, Navy blimp record holder & 
founding president Embry-Riddle University (2011); Antony H. Jannus, pilot of the 1st Airline (2003); 
Howard “Scrappy” Johnson, test pilot (2015); Colin Kelly, 1st WW II hero (2011);  
Joseph W. Kittinger, Jr., balloonist and test pilot (2003); William Krusen, pioneer Florida airman 
(2011)  Col. & Mrs. Charles A. Lindbergh, pioneer pilots (2004); Lewis Maytag, CEO of National 
Airlines (2007) ; David McCampbell, USN pilot, Medal of Honor winner with 34 victories over the Japa-
nese (2010).  A.B. McMullen, builder of many of Florida's airports (2004); Zack Mosley creator of 
“Smilin’ Jack;”  (2008); Dick Merrill, airmail-airline pilot (2014);  Curtis Pitts, aircraft designer (2014);  
James C. Ray, WW II  B-17 pilot & philanthropist (2016) Charles E. Richbourg, Navy test pilot (2006); 
Edward Vernon Rickenbacker, CEO of Eastern Air Lines (2003); John Paul Riddle, founder of Embry-
Riddle University (2005); Betty Skelton, acrobatic champion (2014); Lawrence Sperry, Inventor of 
the auto-pilot, turn & bank indicator and artificial horizon (2011); Nicole Stott, Astronaut (2011);  Paul W. 
Tibbets, Jr., pilot of the B-29 which dropped the Hiroshima atomic bomb (2005); Juan Terry Trippe, 
founder of Pan American World Airways (2003); Phillip Waldman,  ferry pilot (2016); Kermit Weeks, 
Curator of “Fantasy of Flight” air museum (2008); Robert M. White, fighter pilot WW 2 and test pilot 
(2006).  
*********************************************************************************************************************** 

The Society has available two copies of the late Lt. Col., Richard B. Lew-

is‟ fine book “ANGEL ON MY WING,” An Odyssey of Flying Combat with 
the 493rd Bomb Group, 8th Air Force in 1944.    We are asking for a dona-
tion of $12 to be applied to the Florida Aviation Hall of Fame exhibit fund to 

help make room for more of our heroes of the past.  First come first 
serve….they shall not be forgotten. 

 
 

             Zeppelin Hindenburg over New York . 



FAHS LEADERSHIP TEAM, 2017 

********************* 

President:……………………………………….Mary Fletcher 

Vice President……………………………….…..Ron Streicher 

Treasurer, News Editor………………..Dr. Warren J. Brown 

Secretary…………………………………….…Clive Newcomb 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

DIRECTORS 
 

Capt. Bill Barnes, 727 938 9690 billbarnes04007@yahoo.com 
      (Benoist Models & Photographer, Retired Airline Captain) 
Dr. Warren Brown, 727 595 2773         warren.brown1924@gmail.com 

   (Historian, Treasurer, F, PP,  (Retired Flight surgeon)                                                                
Bill Buston,      727 409 5426                     billwb47@gmail.com 
                                           (VPE, EAA, Young Eagles) 

Chris Fiore,   727 581 0622         chris_fiore2000@yahoo.com 
            (Fantasy of Flight Liaison , Education Liaison) 
Mary Fletcher,  727 781 5949,        mfletch3@tampabay.rr.com 

    V.P FAHS, , Brochure/Graphics Design, Laison, “99ers”) 
Terri Griner,  727 409 6474, tgriner@tampabay.rr.com  
  Historian, FAHOF Chairman 

 Capt.  David “Mac” McLay,        727 725 2569/Mobile 488-7406  
       Public/media Relations, TJDAS Liaison, FAHOF, PP) 
       Former PAA Captain, Theflyingyorkshireman@juno.com 

Clive Newcomb              727 804 1614, 
  cnukem@outlook.com   Secretary FAHS  
Joe Rubin,   727 821 7260 Home                                  w4cbJ@arrl.net 

      727 465 4072 Cell 
                                     (Ex Mayor, Aviation Research) 
Ron Streicher,   727 445 9756               a51mustang@aol.com 

  (EAA Chapter 282 Liaison, Young Eagles) 
Capt. Ed Slattery  727 581 7484  (Airline Advisor, former  

          USAir Captain.), eslatt1@tampabay.rr.com 

Lewis D. Wilgus  mglw20@msn.com    Research 
 

ADVISERS TO THE BOARD 
Bill Akins, Warbird Recover Team. 
J. Paul Finley, 727 391 5908.….....F, PP, President Emeritus 
Al Hollonquist………………………………..….Aviation Historian 

Gerry Martas…………………………………......Military & Airlines 
Nicole Stott…….NASA Astronaut-Mission Specialist 
Orford, Eric……………..Technical Consultant 

Rui Farius, rui@spmoh.org……….Flight Safety 
Robert “Bob” Widner……..Warbird Recovery/Florida Airfields 
     727 286 0887,  bwidner1@outlook.com 
Sierra Gaenicke……………………………...Outreach 

 sierralynn093@gmail.com 
Dennis Cole….C.O. FAHS  “Ghost Squadron.”813 390 4062, 
 user776289@aol.com 

F—Founding Member   PP—Past President. 

 
MEMBERS OF THE THULE, GREENLAND CLUB 

(Qualifications for membership:  Having set foot in Thule.) 

Hi Price, Bradenton, FL. C.P. 931st Sqd. L-20, C-47, C-54 (1964-65)* 

Warren Brown, Largo, FL. (Operation BlueJay, 1951). 

Walt Houghton , Melbourne, Florida (1960).   

Charley Liller, Riveriew, FL. (1957).   (* Gone West) 

Bess (Balchen) Urbahn, Maine (1952).  

Cdr.Leo Murphy, Gulf Breeze, F. (1981 ?) 

Bob Gates, Ft. Walton, FL. (1956) 

Bob Koch, Bellaire, FL., (1951-52), VP-23 Navy* 

Borchik, Jr. Albert S., Shalimar, FL., (1953-54), Thule, Ice Island.* 

Bornhoeft, Jack H., Mt. Prospect, IL (1945-1951) 
*************************************************************************** 

INTERESTING FACTS...Montana has three times as many cows as it does 

people.  In more than half of all states, the highest paid public employee in the 

state is a football coach.  Alaska has a longer coastline than all of the other 49 

U.S. states put together..  According to one recent survey, 81% of Russians now 

have a negative view of the U.S.  That is much higher than at the end of the Cold 

War.  It costs the govt. 1.8 cents to mint a penny and 9.4 cents to mint a nickel.      

7 THE JOCK (airborne) & KIWI (ground-locked) 
SHORT-SNORTER PAGE. 

Discovered unread reader, required to buy one round of 

drinks for fellow members...JOCK jokes inverted. 
Tragedy + time = Comedy 

 

Whether a man winds up with a nest egg or a goose egg depends 

on the kind of chick he marries. 

He wanted fruit salad for supper….the recipe said serve without  
dressing.  So, I didn‟t dress.  What a surprise when he brought a friend 
home for supper! 
********************************************************** 

A SHOT OF WHISKEY…In the old west a .45 cartridge for a six-gun 
cost 12 cents and so did a glass of whiskey.  If a cowhand was low 
on cash he would often give the bartender a cartridge in exchange 
for a drink.  This became known as a “shot of whiskey.. 

*******************************************************************
A man woke up in a hospital after a serious accident.  

“Doctor, doctor, I can’t feel my legs.”  The doctor replied, “I 
know.  I amputated your arms!” 

Two Eskimos sitting in a kayak were chilly, so they lit a fire in the 
boat.  Not surprisingly it sank, proving that you can‟t have your kay-
ak and heat it too! 

 
An invisible man marries an invisible woman.  The kids were noth-
ing to look at. either.   
 

CONFUCIUS SAY:  Man who mix Viagra and Ex-Lax doesn‟t 
know if he‟s coming or going….Viagra is like Disneyland. a one hour 
wait for a 2-minute ride…..It is much better to want the mate you do 
not have than to have the mate you do not want.   
********************************************************

Definition of “Minimum”….A small English Mom.. 
************************************** 

     A fleeing Taliban terrorist, desperate for water, was plodding 

though the Afghan desert when he saw something far off.  Hoping to 
find water, he hurried toward the mirage, only to find a very frail 
little old Jewish man standing at a small makeshift display rack sell-
ing ties.  The Taliban terrorist asked, “Do you have water?”  The 
Jewish man replied, “I have no water.  Would you like to buy a tie, 
they are only $5.”  The Taliban shouted hysterically, “Idiot, I do not 
need such an over-priced western adornment, I need water!”  A curse 
on your ties.  “Okay,” said the little old Jewish man, “It does not 

matter that you do not want to buy a tie from me or that you  threaten 
my life and call me infidel.  I will show you that I am bigger than any 
of that.  If you continue over that hill to the east for about two miles, 
You will find a restaurant.  It has the finest food and all the ice-cold 
water you need, Go in Peace.”  Cursing him again the desperate Tali-
ban staggered away over the hill.  Several hours later he crawled 
back, almost dead and gasped, “They won‟t let me in without a tie? 
 
     AN IRISH priest is driving down to New York and gets stopped 

for speeding.  The state trooper smells alcohol on the priest‟s breath 
and then sees an empty wine bottle on the floor of the car.  He says, 
“Sir, have you been drinking?”  “Just water,” say the priest.  The 
trooper says, “Then why do I smell wine?”  The priest looks at the 
bottle and says, “Praise the Lord!  He’s done it  again!? 

 

Buying the farm…..this is synonymous with dying.  During WWI 

soldiers were given life insurance policies worth $5,000.  This was 
about the price of an average farm so if you died you”bought the 
farm” for your survivors….ha,ha, you thought this would be a bad yoke! 

     A woman, 88, goes to the doctor who tells her she is preg-

nant.  She calls her 92 year old husband on the phone and tells 

him the good news.  He answers, “Who’s calling?” 
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  8 FLORIDA‟S “LITTLE-OTHER’ AIRLINES 
(Continued from last issue) 

 

     Gulf Coast Airways.  Gulf Coast Airways (originally St. Tammany-Gulf  
Coast Airways, Inc.), which carried mail over CAM-29, New Orleans to 
Houston and CAM-23, Atlanta to New Orleans.  Gulf Coast needed more 
capital for its expanded mail service, and it therefore formed a holding com-
pany, “Gulf Air Lines,” to raise money.  It was later incorporated into the 

AVCO family that became American Airlines.  
     Intercity Airlines.  Intercity Airlines Corporation was organized in Lake-
land by Roger Q. Williams, Ralph Johnson and George Haldeman in the 
early 1920s.  It was primarily a charter service.  (Note:  There was also an 
“Intercity Airlines” operating out of Boston—no relationship.) 
     Mackey Airlines.  Mackey Airlines was formed by famous stunt pilot, 
Col. Joseph C. Mackey, who was noted for his famous barrel-rolls on take-
off.  He was born in Columbus, Ohio, April 23, 1909 and operated “Mackey 
Flying Service” in that state from 1930-1938. 

     At age 24, he became the Asst. Aeronautical director of the State of Ohio.  
During WW II, he helped form the North Atlantic Ferrying Service.  He saw 
action in the European, African-Middle East Theaters and the Asiatic-Pacific 
Theater, winning two battle stars and a Presidential Unit Citation.  By 1945, 
he was known as “Mr. Nine Lives.”   
     Following the war, he moved to Ft. Lauderdale and formed Mackey Air-
lines in 1946, a non-scheduled carrier from Florida to the  Bahamas, Cuba 
and Jamaica.  By 1953, Mackey was flying scheduled service and by 1965 

was employing 217 people and nine aircraft.  During 1965, Mackey listed 
assets at 3.5 million and realized a net profit of $166,839 that year. 
     On Nov. 22, 1966, Eastern Air Lines acquired Mackey in a stock transfer 
of one share of Eastern for every eight shares of Mackey.  The merger cost 
Eastern an estimated $19 million.   
     Mackey International Air Commuter.   When Eastern Air Lines ac-
quired Mackey Airlines in 1966, it pressured Col. Mackey into agreeing not 
to operate competitive service into the Bahamas for five years. 

     Three years later, in 1969, Col Mackey formed “Mackey International Air 
Commuter,” servicing 15 cities in Florida and the Bahamas, including four 
Bahamas destinations relinquished  by giant Eastern Air Lines.  The Colonel 
denied he was an “Indian Giver.”  Actually, he was talked into the deal by 
Eastern, that was losing money flying his old routes with jets.  
     The new Air Commuter line, based in Mackey‟s hometown of Ft. Lauder-
dale, launched service to additional islands as soon as the CAB approved an 
arrangement proposed by Eastern, which didn't want to serve the points with 

jets.  Eastern withdrew service to Bimini, Andros Town, North Eleuthera and 
Marsh Island, routes it acquired from Mackey Airlines in 1966.   
     Mackey International, the CAB agreed, should replace Eastern over the 
routes, flying into those islands with smaller aircraft that could operate profit-
ably and safely.  The ruling stated, “The islands would benefit from the 
change since there would be more frequent service with the twelve plane fleet 
of Mackey‟s consisting of turboprop Beech 99s. Piper Navajos and Twin-
Otters. 
     Mackey stated that he had no intention of competing with any of the big 

carriers.  “There is simply no way anybody can so much as break even oper-
ating those routes with jets,” he said.  
     In 1971, Mackey won approval to begin service with larger twin-engine 
Convairs and began phasing out the smaller planes.   Mackey was soon oper-
ating a fleet of ten Convairs and during 1971 and during 1971 alone, Mackey 
transported 127,204 passengers, a total the old Mackey Airlines took eleven 
years to reach.  
     In 1978, “Mackey International Airlines” went bankrupt.  A former Ma-

rine fighter pilot, William Cousins, acquired the Company that year and by 
1980 the airline was back in the black.  Using three DC-8s acquired from 
Delta and working in conjunction with more than 2000 travel agents and tour 
operators, Cousins was able to put together a charter division which by 1980 
constituted 30% of the Company‟s revenues. 
     Besides scheduled flights from South Florida to the Bahamas the airline 
had plans to inaugurate service from Atlanta and Tampa to both the Bahamas 
and Bermuda.   

     On Oct. 29, 1981, Mackey International Airlines of Ft. Lauderdale ceased 
operations. 
     Naples-Provincetown Boston Airline.  Flew Martin 404s and Douglas 
DC3s from Naples to Miami and Tampa in the winter and from Boston to 
Providence and Cape Cod I the summer.  The airline ceased operations on 

Nov. 10, 1984.  
     Orlando Airlines.  Mr. E. (Ed) C. Nilson was discharged from the 
Air Service in 1919 and started the “Bartow Airplane Corp.” in 1922 
The same year he started “Orlando Airlines, Inc.,” operating out of 

Buck Field.  Later he was joined by H. C. Mueller and the name was 
changed to the “Nilson-Mueller Corp.,” aircraft distributors. 
     Nilson went on to found the first Pilot Cruising Race, “Florida 
Flying Alligator Club,” an organization open to all airmen who had 
flown 50-100 miles over Florida soil.  In 1940 he went to work with 
the CAA.  Mueller became one of the first (1929) managers of Orlan-
do Municipal Field. 
     Orlando Airlines Incorporated.  Early in 1945, Tom Gordon of 

Orlando, founded Orlando Airlines Inc. , to enter in a statewide local 
airline service.  This new Orlando Airlines had no connection with the 
Orlando Airlines of the middle 1920s which was the trade name used 
by Ed Nilson and Huzz Mueller. 
     Plantation Airlines.  Sam Collier, descendent of the famous family 
which helped develop Florida at the turn of the century, had founded 
“Plantation Airlines, Inc.” and was operating twin-engine Cessnas on a 
route between Miami and Tampa, servicing Clewiston, Ft. Myers, 

Arcadia, Sarasota and other points.  He continued his operations on a 
daily schedule while awaiting action by the CAB on his route in about 
the same manner as Tom Gordon was operating his Orlando Airlines 
father north in 1946.  
     Collier was typical of many returning WW II vets who had invested 
considerable savings in surplus military aircraft and started operating 
scheduled and non-scheduled airlines without the approval of the Civil 
Aeronautics board.  

     Red Carpet Airlines.  Mr. Bill Phillips organized Red Carpet Air-
lines at St. Petersburg‟s Albert Whitted Field in 1971.  It began as a 
leasing program but the following year the Company acquired two DC
-3s and began charter flights.   
     In 1974, the Company moved to St. Petersburg International Air-
port and began scheduled flights to Cayman Brac in the Cayman Is-
lands south of Cuba.   
    In 1979, the company, under a new President Linton P. Tibbetts, 
was operating three DC-3s, two Convair 440s and one STOL Islander.  

Its operations included charter flights to Havana and it now boasted 
over 60 employees and the firms own maintenance hangar as well as 
15 pilots. 
     In March 1989, the firm was purchased by Key Wet interests and 
its name was changed to “AeroSun International Inc.,‟ commuter ani-
line that shuttled between Key West and Miami before it was bought 
by Air Florida. 
     Rich International Airways.  Rich International Airways, a pas-

senger charter outfit, major stockholder Mrs. Jean Rich, operates out 
of Miami with a fleet of three DC—8s and two L-1011 TriStars. 
     Shawnee Airlines.  Shawnee Airlines operated direct STOL (short 
take-off and landing characteristics) from major Florida cities 
(Jacksonville, Tampa and Orlando) to Walt Disney World near Orlan-
do.  With the opening of the Orlando International Airport, Shawnee‟s 
connection with Disney World was discontinued and the airline fold-
ed. . 

     Southern Air Transport.  Southern Air Transport, a contract car-
go charter company CEO James H. Bastian, operated out of Miami, 
with a fleet of 12 B-707s, sixteen L-100 Hercules (20 & 30 series) and 
three DC-8s. 
     U.S. Airlines (U.S. Flying Service).  U.S. Flying Service was in-
corporated Dec. 5, 1945, at Island Airport, Knoxville, TN and moved 
to Albert Whitted Airport in St. Petersburg in 194i7.  Owners were 
Harry Playford, a former WW I bomber pilot and banker, Alden 

“Bobo” Hayes, chief pilot and Wallace Rifley, a real estate broker.  
When the FAA came out with a ruling forbidding fixed base opera-
tions to own and run airlines, U.S Flying Service branched out into 
U.S. Airlines. 
     U.S. Airlines soon expanded to a 42 plane fleet and moved to Pi-
nellas International Airport.  It specialized in charter flights and cross-
country freight hauls.  Les Brown and his “Band of Renown” was one 
of U.S. Airlines regular customers. 
     U.s. Airlines soon became over-extended, after moving to Ft. 
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   Harry Cooper 

 

 

THE GHOSTS OF EASTERN FLIGHT 401 
 
     Eastern Flight 401. New York to Miami,  29 December 1972, on 
board an Lockheed L1011 as it descended towards Miami after its 
flight from New York‟s, John F. Kennedy Airport…. 
     The mood on board was upbeat, 163 passengers & 13 crew mem-
bers were looking forward to enjoying New Year‟s eve in the Florida 

sunshine.  The four-month old N310EA “Tristar”was the pride of the 
airlines fleet.   
      The flight from JFK had been uneventful, but as the crew prepared 
for landing, they noticed one of the green landing light indicators  
failed to light.   The Captain, Robert “Bob” Loft believed it was a 
faulty light bulb and ordered the Flight Engineer Donald “Don”  

Repo to go down into the avionics bay, or “Hell Hole” as it was called, 
to visually check to see if the landing gear was down.  . 

    As the pilots attempted to resolve the issue, they failed to notice that 
the autopilot had disengaged and they were now slowly descending 
towards the Florida Everglades at 227 mph.   
     Suddenly it slammed into the alligator infested swamp just 18 miles 
west of Miami.  101 of the passengers were killed, many instantly and 
those that did survive faced an agonizing wait for rescuers to reach the 
crash site.  Both Repo and Loft survived the initial crash.  Repo was 
rushed to the hospital, but later died.  Captain Loft died at the scène  
Tragically it was learned the nose wheel had detracted and the light 

was defective. 
     Although the majority of the plane was destroyed, certain parts such 
as the galley were salvageable.  Eastern and Lockheed agreed that 
these parts could be re-used and fitted into other Tristar‟s on the pro-
duction line.  One such aircraft was N318EA, and as the months 
passed, strange goings on began to occur….. 
     JFK airport, 1973…An Eastern Airlines Tristar was boarding for 
its flight down to Miami.  Traveling was one of the airlines V.P.s  As a 

VIP, he was allowed on the aircraft first and made his way to the first 
class cabin.  As he moved towards this seat, he noticed a company 
captain in full uniform and went over to have a chat.  During the ensu-
ing conversation, he suddenly realized he was speaking to Bob Loft.  

The apparition quickly disappeared and the V.P. rushed off to find a 
crew member, terrified that it would be an omen that something would 
happen to this aircraft.  A search of the plane was carried out before 
any others boarded but there was no sign of the mystery captain.  

     A few months later back at JFK, a crew boarding the same aircraft 
and were surprised to see Loft already onboard.  They apparently chat-
ted to the ghost, not realizing who he was, before he vanished right 
before their eyes.  The flight was later cancelled as the crew were too 
shaken to operate.  
     Onboard the L1011, flight engineers would usually arrive at the 
aircraft before the other crew to carry out their pre-flight checks.  This 
particular day, a flight engineer was stunned to see an Eastern 2nd 

Officer already sitting in his seat.  He immediately recognized him as 
Don Repo and the apparition said to him, “You don’t need to worry 
about the pre-flight, I’ve already done it,” before disappearing right 
before his eyes. 
     Some weeks later another captain was checking the instruments 
before a flight from Miami to Atlanta.  Staring him right in the face, 
was the unmistakable outline of Repo‟s face.  The Captain claimed he 
distinctly heard the words, “There will never be another  crash on a 
L1011.  We will not let it happen.” (There never was!) 

          And it wasn‟t just flight crews who saw the ghostly apparitions.  
On one occasion several caterers loading N318EA for its next flight 
were seen rushing off the jet and refusing to get back on.  When asked 
why, they all stated that they had seen a flight engineer standing in the 
forward galley before vanishing right before their eyes.   
   So far the majority of the reports of spooky goings on had been 
quickly swept under the carpet by Eastern.  What airline would want 
passengers thinking that their aircraft were haunted by dead flight 

crews who perished on board the pride of their fleet?   Although the 
airline had point blankly refused to believe the spooky stories, the 
 
sightings were all reported to the independent Flight Safety Founda-
tion, who later commented “The reports were given by experienced 
and trustworthy pilots and crews.  We consider them significant.  East-
ern went on to warn employee that they could face dismissal if they 

 

were caught spreading the ghost stories.” 
    But then one incident changed everything.  Flight 903 had just taken 
off from JFK, on route to Mexico City.  Stewardess Fay Merrywether 
was in the galley preparing the meals.  As she reached for the handle of 
the oven door, she was horrified to see the face of Don Repo staring 
back at her.  Not one to panic, she briskly made her way to the front to 
get another stewardess and the aircrafts engineer to come with her to 
take a look.  Sure enough when they returned, Repo‟s face still stared 

out from the oven, although now it looked like he was trying to say 
something.  Suddenly all three clearly heard the apparition mutter the 
words “Watch out for fire in this plane.”  The galley had been salvaged 
from Flight 401!  
     The flight reached Mexico City safely, but on the return leg prob-
lems began with the plane‟s starboard engine.  After an inspection the 
aircraft was cleared to take-off  but as the plane climbed away the en-
gine failed and back fired.  It was quickly shut down before it caught 

fire as they returned to the airport.  No one was hurt during the incident, 
but the crew were understandably very shaken  after what they had seen 
in the oven door.  
     As the sightings became more frequent, (over 20 people claimed to 
have seen the ghosts) rumors circulated that crews refused to fly on the 
L-1011‟s that had parts of the doomed jet fitted.  Paranormal investiga-
tors requested numerous times to be allowed on board the planes to see 
if anything could be recorded.  The airline continually refused.   
     However, all of the salvaged parts from 401 were later removed 

from the suspect jets by 1974.  The ghosts of Bob Loft and Don Repo 

were never seen again.  There were no further crashes of L1011s, the 
prediction were correct. 
     Next time you sit onboard a plane and you feel a chill; before asking 
the cabin crew to turn the heating up take a look around, and if you see 
someone in a pilots uniform be sure to take a closer look.  It could well 
be the ghosts of Captain Robert Loft or Second Officer Don Repo, 
especially if it‟s a “Lockheed” plane, keeping watch over passengers 

and crews making sure their flight arrives safely.     
       
More details?  John G. Fuller wrote the book “Ghost of Flight 401” 
or see the movie, “The Ghosts of Flight 401”     Eastern Airlines 

ceased operations in 1991. 
*********************************************************************************** 

KITTINGER  (Contnued from Page 3 ) 

 
Dr. Simons thought  I had suffered 
“breakaway phenomenon.”  This all started 
when one of the medical papers suggested 

that some of the high-altitude pilots were 
experiencing some kind of “hallucination.”   
     The scientists below weren‟t fighter 
pilots or test pilots  A fighter pilot‟s in com-
mand of himself and of the aircraft.  And, he 
does what he‟s supposed to do—so there‟s 
no such thing as “breakaway phenomenon” 
for aviators in that category. 

     The scientist never really caught on nor 
appreciate the philosophy of a fighter pi-
lot—that feeling of “oneness” that a natural pilot has when he psycho-
logically becomes an extension of the equipment he‟s controlling.  If I‟d 
known they were going to be upset about the remark, I would have 
suppressed that joyous remark:  “Come up and get me”  I was just  
having fun. (Joe is still having fun!)  

LOCKHEED 1011 

Don 

Repo 

Bob 

Loft 



   

 

10 HISTORY OF THE FLORIDA AVIATION HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY (FAHS), 1977-2017 (40 Years) 

 
In the previous edition of “Happy Landings” we presented the FAHS 

history from 1977 through 1985. 

 

1986...The Jax Chapter erects a monument to the Blue Angels First Air 
Show, June 15, 1946.  The FAHS Newsletter begins publication every two 
months rather than every month.,   A Library-Archives was established at St. 
Petersburg-Clearwater International Airport. 
1987...FAHS Newsletter expands to 8 pages, with one page donated to the 
Jax Chapter. 

1988...75th Anniversary of the 1914 St. Pete-Tampa Airboat Line celebrated 
with Ed Hoffman flying across the bay in the FAHS flying reproduction of 
the 1914 Benoist airboat. Otto Koppen, the designer of the Ford Flivver 
plane addresses the FAHS.  Capt. Kim Scribner, former Chief Pilot of PAA, 
addresses the group in the Board Room at PIE (St. Pete International). 
1989...An Orlando Chapter of the FAHS is formed by Ralph Loos, Zell-
wood, FL.  It failed to acquire necessary members and folds..  The flying 
reproduction of the 1929 Ford Flivver built by the FAHS flies and is put on 

exhibit at Sun‟n Fun..  Acrobatic champion Betty Skelton joins the FAHS.  
The Society holds a Xmas Banquet at Randolph Farms Largo. Lewis Gunn 
becomes the new President. 
1990...The P.O. finally prints the Benoist commemorative stamp and it is 
issued in Phoenix, AZ.  Ruth Hubert, 99er and wife of National Air Lines co
-founder Pete Hubert, addresses the FAHS,  A wooden false engine replaces 
the real thing in the 1914 Benoist stored at Heritage Park, Largo.. 
1991...Ed Hoffman Sr., becomes FAHS‟ 3rd president succeeding Lewis 

Gunn.  An annual Xmas party is held at Randolph Farms for the 3rd straight 
year… 
1992...Annual Xmas party is held at Anheuser Busch, Largo.  Only “near 
beer” is sold.  50 copies of the FAHS book, “The World‟s First Airline,” are 
given to the Tony Jannus Awards Society..  The Benoist airboat narrowly 
escapes a tornado that struck within 50 yards at Heritage Park.  Lee Arnold 
offers the FAHS a library site at a defunct auto sales outlet in downtown 
Clearwater,  
1993...Joe Kittinger, famed balloonist and hi-altitude parachute jumper joins 

the FAHS  The new St. Pete Museum of History opens with its Flight Pavil-
ion with the help of FAHS donors. The FAHS 1914 replica flying boat is 
hung from the ceiling.  Full-scale FAHS-built flying 1928 Ford flivver plane 
is flown by Ed Hoffman, Jr.  The annual Xmas party is held at President 
Hoffman‟s home in Tarpon Springs.  
1994...The FAHS Newsletter circulation peaked at 1,167.  By 2012, it had 
dropped to 757. 
1995….The wall covering major airline‟s time-line is built for the First 

Flight Gallery at the St. Petersburg Museum of History.  
1997...Recovery  of WWII P-51 Mustang which crashed in 1945 near San 
Antonio,.  A memorial marker is erected in the swamp covering the site.  
Contact is made with the dead pilot‟s daughter in Texas.  Additional monu-
ments are erected by the Jax Chapter at Jax Beach and Jax Airport.   
1998...Construction of the full scale Benoist #45 is completed and goes on 
exhibit at PIE in 2000. 
2000...Reenactment of 1914  Benoist flight by Eddie Hoffman Jr., in Mullet 

Skiff an aircraft built by his father..  Florida Aviation Hall of Fame is estab-
lished by the FAHS. 

2003...A formal Florida Aviation hall of Fame is established at Sun‟n 

Fun, Dec. 17, 2003. 
2006...Transfer of FAHS Archives from PIE to the Fl. Air Museum at Sun‟n 
Fun.  A courtesy partnership with the Museum is established including the 
Albert Whitted Airport Preservation Society (AWAPS). 
2007…”Project 2014” is launched to plan for the 100th Anniversary of the 

founding of the 1st Scheduled Airline. 
2010...Kermit Weeks, founder of the Weeks Air Museum, accepts the chal-
lenge to build another flying Benoist Airport.  A 1/3 scale radio-controlled 
1914 Benoist airboat is built by Robert Walker and exhibited at the Tony 
Jannus Awards Dinner. 
2012...Aviation Day proclaimed in Dunedin.  The FAHS puts on an exhibit 
which featured astronaut Nicole Stott.   In Ft. Myers “Aviation Day” was 
celebrated with an exhibit by the FAHS at Page Field. 
2013...The radio-controlled 1/3 flying reproduction flies at Zephyrhills.  The 

Annual Banquet is held at the St. Petersburg Yacht Club.  The FAHS web-
site is established and running,  The “Flight 2014” corporation is up and  

KEEP IT QUIET ! 
   
     The pilot of United 402 requested a 
clearance from 25,000‟ to cruise at an alti-
tude of 31,000:‟ “United 402 requesting 
climb to flight level 310.” 
     The air traffic controller quickly re-

sponded saying, “United 402, maintain 
flight level 250 for noise abatement.”   
     The pilot was surprised that noise was 
any concern way up at his altitude and 
asked the air traffic controller, “What do 
you mean maintain 250 for noise abate-
ment? 
     The controller replied, “If you climb and hit the traffic at 270, 

there will be a big noise!” 
 

(Any of you Captains out there who have a funny story, send it in…..) 

running—scheduled to honor the 100th Anniversary of the 
World‟s First Scheduled Airline. 
2014...Eddie Hoffman, Jr., flies the Mullet Skiff into the fog to 
Tampa celebrating the 100th Anniversary of the first airline.  The 

FAHS has a booth at the MacDill Air Fest March 22-23.  FAHS 
dues are raised from $15 to $20/year.  Fantasy of Flight closes.  
The FAHS meets at Sim (ulator) Center, operating by Peter Repak, 
home of flight simulators..  After a successful showing of the 1/3 
scale Benoist flying airboat in Qatar, the non-flying duplicate mod-
el is put on exhibit at the Tony Jannus Awards Banquet. 
2015...Annual Banquet is held at the St. Pete Yacht Club.  Alan 
Nelson gives a talk on his experiences fighting the Japs in WWII.     

Betty Skelton, Dick Merrill and Curtiss Pitts along with Billy Hen-
derson and Merian Cooper are inducted into the Hall of Fame. 
2016...Annual Banquet is held at the St. Pete Yacht club.  David 
McLay is the guest speaker.    Mike Campbell sponsored by the 
FAHS talks about the Earhart disappearance at the St. Pete Muse-
um. Hall of Fame inducts Mary Housley, James Ray and Philip 
Waldman. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
running—scheduled to honor the 100th Anniversary of the 
World‟s First Scheduled Airline. 
2014...Eddie Hoffman, Jr., flies the Mullet Skiff into the fog to 
Tampa celebrating the 100th Anniversary of the first airline.  The 
FAHS has a booth at the MacDill Air Fest March 22-23.  FAHS 

dues are raised from $15 to $20/year.  Fantasy of Flight closes.  
The FAHS meets at Sim (ulator) Center, operating by Peter Repak, 
home of flight simulators..  After a successful showing of the 1/3 

Capt. Leroy Brown 

PENSACOLA‟S AVIATION HISTORY 



 

 

     ! 
     c 

 

 

ROBIN OLDS, Fighter Pilot      

    

 BOOK REVUE: Excerpts from  Robin‟s biography “Robin Olds, 
Fighter Pilot,” by Christina Olds, his daughter, and Ed Rasimus, a 
friend, (ISBN 978-0-312-56951-8) is a great book and sells for around 

$16.  For details contact Amazon.com or St. Martin‟s Griffin, 175 5th 
Ave., N.Y., N.Y., 10010.   
***********************************************************************************                

  THE EARLY YEARS  
     Robin Olds was born at Luke Field Hospital on July 14, 1922 to 
Army Air Corps Capt. Robert Olds & wife.  When he was 4, his moth-

er died and Robin became an “Army Brat,” contemplating  becoming 
a fly boy like his Dad.  Moving to Virginia he became the captain of 
the high school football team at 6‟2” 190 lbs and tried to join the 

RAF in 1939 at age 17.  His father refused to sign the papers and he 
then returned to the Millard Military Prep contemplating an assign-
ment to West Point.   Robin was accepted to the class of 1944 at 

West Point and during the ensuing years made All-American as a 
line-man.  With the advent of Pearl Harbor he was sent  to the Spar-
tan School of Aviation in Tulsa, OK for flight training.  Basic training 

ended by Christmas of 1942 & Robin was back at West Point hoping 
to graduate early due to the war, in June 1943.  Just before gradua-
tion Robin lost his Dad.  With graduation and new 2nd Lt. bars on 

his collar he is sent to Chandler, AZ for P-38 fighter training & then 
on to Muroc Dry Lake in the Mojave Desert.  Further training at Glen-
dale resulted in 1st Lt. bars and a frustrating extensive looking for a 

place to send a West Pointer for a flight commander position.  He is 
finally shipped overseas and arrives in Scotland and is now newly 
arrived at Wattisham, England and has finally seen action on D-Day.  

Aug. 1, 1944 comes and Robin is still frustrated with zero victories. 
Robin is now on patrol in France when he suddenly sees an oppor-
tunity…..resulting in downing his first two kills—Focke-Wulf 190s.  

Two weeks later.  On Aug. 25, 1944, 11 days after Robins first two 
victories the fighter group was destined to a sweep in front of a 
bomber group.  Robin was attempting to aid a fellow pilot when his 
plane went into compressibility and started a downward dive….the 

day ended with Robin scoring three more victories to make him the 
squadron‟s first ace.  They were now transitioning from Lightings to 

Mustang fighters and they have just accompanied a bomber flight-
close to Berlin.  

     The mission went smoothly until we made the rendezvous with our 
box of B-24s and B-17s.  We were on time and on course.  We were fast 
approaching the target somewhere near Berlin and there‟d been no 

sighting of enemy aircraft.  The rest of the 2nd Air Davison bomb 
groups were there, all  turning precisely southward at the initial 
point...but our box wasn‟t among them.  We frantically flew down the 
bomber stream, looking at tail codes for  our assigned charges.  No luck.  
Then, just as I started to turn my flight around the  trailing box, I saw 
huge explosions at our altitude far up north.  Those could only be bomb-
ers under heavy attack.  Nothing else looked like that.  God. What had 
happened? 
     We tore up that way and arrived just in time to see waves of Me-

109s and Fw-190s pouring down from six o‟clock high on the hapless 
bomber.   I managed to sandwich my wingman and me between the 
enemy waves, but it was practically useless.   The Jerries hit so hard and 
so fast that there was little we could do.  In singles and pairs, the squad-
ron followed suit, and there was a chaotic parade: a wave of Fw-190s, a 
couple of P-51s, another wave of Germans, then more P-51s.  Luftwaffe 
shooting at bombers and us shooting at Germans where we could.  
There was no way to estimate the number of stricken bombers or even 

make a wild guess at the number of Jerries.  There was no time to  count 
or worry about it.  I had never  seen such a melee, and I was hell-bent 
on getting some of those bastards. 
The 190s split-S‟d down as they completed each attack.  We followed.  
The ensuing battle had all the charm of a dance in a junk yard.  I maneu-
vered behind one Fw but he got lucky.  The guns in my right wing 
jammed and  the recoil from the three in my left slowed me sideways, 
spoiling my aim.  The enemy plane fired his burst at a B17 and the 

bomber lit up all along the fuselage and burst into flames.  The 190 
flipped over into a split-S and dove away with me right behind him.  I 
tried to compensate for my aiming problem by walking the gun sight 
back and forth across the wingspan.  That did it!  I saw strikes and the 
canopy flew off, followed by several other large pieces.  The Fw went 
into a violent skid, giving me a clear quartering shot.  I hit the cockpit 
and flew over the Jerry as he plunged down, trailing smoke.  
     Just about that time I had to dodge the tail section of a B-17 falling 
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right for me.  It was spinning like a maple leaf, and the poor tail 
gunner‟s chute must have caught in his escape hatch door.  He was 
out at the end of his chute line like a rock in a sling, still alive and 
trying desperately to free himself.  We made eye contact for a split 

second as he fell close past my canopy.  His face was grim with deter-
mination, not fear.  That image burned itself into my mind.   
    Debris was falling through my piece of sky; parts of fuselages, stray 
bombs, half a wing, an engine, bodies, a whole plane flaming madly 
as it disintegrated on its was down.  Above I could see scores of 
chutes descending amid the mess.  Suddenly tracers went past my 
canopy.  I broke hard left and hollered for my wingman.  “Newcross 
Blue Two, get this guy off my tail!” 

     “Just a minute,” he responded, “I‟ve got one cornered!”   
     I turned around in my seat looking for the bandit who was sniping 
away at me and saw, not the nose of a FockeWulf, but the silver spin-
ner of a P-51 and yelled, “You idiot! Stop shooting!  That‟s me you‟ve 
got!”  Needless to say, that guy never flew my wing again.   
     The trip home was grim.  We had all seen bombers go down be-
fore.  But this was different.  This had been a total massacre—all those 
bombers, all those men.  We picked up a few stragglers, some trailing 

smoke, some with tattered fuselages and feathered engines, all with 
damage, and I presumed, most with on-board casualties.  For what it 
mattered, out little group of surviving heavies made it back to the 
coast of England and our flight turned for Wattisham 
     I don‟t remember my landing.  I felt shattered and I fought a lump 
in my throat when I taxied in and shut down.  Glen Wold sensed my 
dejection and didn‟t ask for details.  I just told him it had been really 
bad and that I had to  hurry to debrief.   

     The squadron ready room was quiet.  Faces of the mission pilots 
were drawn, mouths tight, each man trying to deal with the horrific 
memoirs of what he had seen.  The voices of the interrogating intelli-
gence officers were brittle, knowing questions had to be asked and 
hating to have to do so.   
     Major Pillsbury, group intelligence chief, came into our midst.  He 
stopped our proceedings and announced that someone from 2nd Air 
Division was on the phone.  He wanted to find out what had happened, 
who was responsible, and why we fighter pilots hadn‟t stopped the 

attack on the bombers.  The boss wanted a couple of pilots who took 
part in the action to report to 2nd Div. immediately, right now, and to 
be quick about it.  The tone of the request and the nature of the ques-
tions had an ominous ring.  Someone wanted to hang somebody, and it 
would appear that the selected somebody might very well be a hapless 
fighter pilot.  Before he could look around, I told Lt. Col. Herren I 
would go, since I was the one who first spotted the bombers and was 
perhaps in the best position to provide factual data.  Herren agreed (a 

little too quickly, I thought).  Major Glover from the 435th was select-
ed as the other victim.  We grabbed our chutes and headed out to the 
flight line.  Our transport to the 2nd Div. was an AT-6.  Since Glover 
was a major and I had just made captain, rank was invoked and I 
climbed into the backseat.  
 
 

 

      

All-American football player at West Point, 16 victories in 

WW II & Vietnam & married to a Hollywood movie star. 

Robin, in his proud-

est moment—being 
lifted on his Sqd.‟s 
shoulders after com-

pleting his 100th mis-
sion in Vietnam at 
age 44. 

 

  Col.  Robin Olds ...All-
American at West 
Point, 16 aerial victo-
ries in WW II & Vi-
etnam & married to a 
Hollywood movie star. 

(Continued next edition.) 

  He destroyed 30% of the enemy‟s MIG-
17s..”He was the bravest  Man I  

             have ever met!” …..  
  Ralph Wetterhahn, wingman. 

  



 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Vol. 39 No. 3 Edition No. 253, May.  2017 

NONPROFIT 

ORG 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

PERMIT NO. 8067 

TAMPA FL 

FORWARDING 
SERVICE 

REQUESTED      

           
       
 

    YESTERDAY‟S FLORIDA AVIATION HISTORY 
 

     177 years ago, Sept. 1840...Col. John Sherburne has a plan to use balloons in 

the Second Seminole War in Florida, but request is turned down by Secretary of 

War Butler. 

     112 years ago, Dec. 17,1905, Jacksonville...Capt. Folette, of California, flies 

his steerable gas bag over the Ostrich Farm, in the Springfield section (now the 

site of the Prudential Building).  Using air oars for steerage and a large rudder, he 

is able to move the craft at will 

      115 years ago, Dec. 27, 1908, Jacksonville...Lincoln Beachey‟s motor-

powered dirigible makes two flights, remaining aloft 12 minutes flying at 200 ft.  

     107 years ago, Feb. 14, 1910, Tampa, FL., 3 dirigibles soar over the Tampa 

Fair flown by E. J. Parker, Frank Goodale,  and Stanley Vaughn.  Marie Coleman 

and Stella Norton parachute from balloons at the Fair. 

     104 years ago,  December 11, 1913, Work on a hangar for Fansler‟s Benoist 

airliner begins in the St. Petersburg yacht basin. 

     100 years ago, June 14, 1917, Sandusky, Ohio…Tom Benoist, airplane 

builder, is killed getting off a street car.  His head hits a telephone pole. 

     99 years ago, May 18, 1918, Washington D.C…The Chief of Naval Opera-

tions sets training goals for pilots:  8 training squadrons, 2 at Key West, 4 at 

Miami and 2 at Bay Shore, Long island, N.Y.  elementary pilot training is dis-

continued at Pensacola.  Instead, 6 advanced training squadrons are organized for 

patrol and night bombing. 

     99 years ago, July 1918, Miami, FL...LeRoy Grumman, famed aircraft de-

signer, learns to fly at Coconut Grove.  He is taught by Ray Applegate who 

trained at Key West NAS.  The Navy begins operations using Deering Island 

across the bay from Vizcaya.  Deering Island is a fill-island, Viscaya a flying 

school.  The Marine Air Unit at Hialeah, a sand-desert field, gets Navy pilots 

from Coconut Grove‟s unit to fill its quota. 

     31 years ago, Jan. 28, 1986, Cape Canaveral, FL.,  The Shuttle Challenger 

explodes off Cape Canaveral shortly after lift-off.  Meanwhile, the blimp 

“Enterprise” is based in Florida. The “Columbia” flies out of California and the 

“America” out of Houston.  Two transient Fuji blimps make up the lighter-than- 

air population.  

FLORIDA AVIATION (AEROSPACE) 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
Membership Application Form 

********************* 

Membership:  Individual $20; Gift Subscriptions $10 

Contributing Member, $25; Benefactor, $100 and up. 

 

Those with Winter-Summer (2) addresses, must notify the 

FAHS when they change residencies.  

 

ENCLOSED FIND________dollars to cover my membership. 

 

NAME……………………………………………………………

…. 

ADRESS………………………………………………………….

. 

 

Nine number ZIP Code…………………………….. 

Internet Address: 

Phone: 

Comments: 
 

FAHS Address: 
P.O. Box 127, Indian Rocks Beach, Florida, 33785 

Email:  warren.brown1924@gmail.com  Phone 727 542 4158 

—————————————————————————- 
     VOLUNTARY QUESTIONAIRE:  Are you  a pilot?  Y___N___;  

Are you a Veteran?  Y___ N___;  If yes, which war:  WW II___, Korean 
War___?  Vietnam  War?___Cold War?___Iraq  Wars?_______;  

Flying  Hours____________Highest rating or rank?_______________.  
What is the Month & Day of your birth?_________Year optional___  
      

FLORIDA AVIATION HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
 P.O. Box 127, Indian Rocks Beach, FL., 33785 

 (Our 39th Year) 
 

 
FAHS‟  MEETINGS FOR  

253 

                 1st  Saturday, May 6th,  11 am   Monthly meeting of the 

FAHS at AWAPs, 4511 8th Ave., SE, Albert Whitted Airport, St. 
Petersburg, FL, all  invited.  
       1st Saturday, June 3rd, 11 am.  Monthly meeting of the 

FAHS at AWAPS. All invited. 
     Informal Luncheon “Hangar Flying” each Wednesday noon 
at  the EATZ, restaurant, 1258 S. Highland Ave., Clearwater, 

FL., Phone: 727 462 0033. 

 

Follow your dreams 


